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Theme 14 Classify/Categorize Organizer   93

You will need:

Comprehension Bridge 14 Synthesize: Classify/Categorize

Classify/Categorize 
Organizer
Skills Masters, p. 93

1. Build Reading Skills
Teach Comprehension: Synthesize: 
Classify/Categorize
A. Think Aloud As I am reading, I think 

about ways that different ideas and 
information fit together. I can sort them 
into categories by thinking about what they 
have in common. This girl is reading a book 
about animals. As she reads, she thinks 
about how to sort the animals into two 
groups. One way to group the animals is 
to think about where they live. The monkey 
and the parrot both live in tropical areas, so they can be in one 
group. The penguin and polar bear both live in the Arctic, so they 
make up another group. Thinking about how ideas and information 
in a text fit together helps the girl come to a new understanding of 
what she reads.

B. Think Along This girl has sorted the animals into groups based 
on where they live. What is another way she could have grouped 
the animals?

2. Read and Comprehend
Comprehension Strategy: Synthesize: Classify/Categorize
A. Read Texts Students read part of the text in the group and finish 

independently.
B. Comprehension Organizer Guide students in completing the 

Classify/Categorize Organizer.
• Where in the text can you find examples of related ideas and 

information?
• What categories can you come up with to group the ideas?

Below Level On Level Above Level

Help students locate 
information that could 
be put into categories. 
Help them identify 
common threads.

Help students list at 
least five ideas to group 
into categories that are 
specific, but not too 
narrow.

After students have 
completed their chart, 
ask them to find ways 
in which the same 
information can be 
sorted in other ways.

C. Think on My Own Using their Comprehension Organizers, 
students can create their think-alouds for you or a partner about 
classifying and categorizing.

3. Support Reading Independence
A. Comprehension Organizer As students move to independent 

reading to finish this text or to begin a new text, provide copies of 
the Classify/Categorize Organizer.

B. Think on My Own In a conference, say:
• Show me where in the text you found ideas or pieces of 

information that fit together.
• Think aloud for me how you created a category and why each 

example you chose belongs in that category.
C. Monitor Learning Use the rubric below to assess student’s ability 

to synthesize by classifying and categorizing.
D. Next Step Continue providing additional Think Alouds and Think 

Alongs for students who score 1 or 2.

Assessing: Synthesize: Classify/Categorize

1. Little Evidence Student has difficulty finding related information in the 
text and cannot sort or group the information accurately.

2. Some Evidence Student can generally find pieces of related information 
and create general categories, but may make some 
categories so broad or so narrow that information is not 
classified in a meaningful way.

3. Clear Evidence Student accurately classifies related ideas and 
information into appropriately-named categories.
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Sort ideas and information into groups.
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