LESSON 22 TEACHER’S GUIDE

Fish That Migrate
by Rufus Albermarle

Fountas-Pinnell Level P
Informational Text
Selection Summary
Some kinds of ﬁsh migrate in order to ﬁnd plentiful food sources or
places to breed. Migrating ﬁsh can be divided into three main groups:
those that migrate in salt water only, in fresh water only, and between
fresh water and salt water. Some migrating ﬁsh navigate by using their
sense of smell; others are guided by changes in water temperature.

Number of Words: 1,039

Characteristics of the Text
Genre
Text Structure

Content

Themes and Ideas

Language and
Literary Features
Sentence Complexity
Vocabulary
Words
Illustrations
Book and Print Features

• Informational Text
• Table of contents
• Five sections with titles, each one to four pages
• Text answers the questions why, where, and how ﬁsh migrate
• Some kinds of ﬁsh, like birds, migrate.
• Different types of ﬁsh migrate in salt water only, in fresh water only, and between salt
water and fresh water.
• In the natural world, migration is a sign of seasonal change.
• To survive, some ﬁsh need to migrate, while others do not.
• The questions of why, where, and how ﬁsh migrate are complex.
• Conversational language: Have you ever seen birds fly south in the fall?
• Amusing speech balloons: “Why do fish migrate?” “I don’t know.”
• A mix of short and more complex sentences
• Terms speciﬁc to the topic: oceanodromous, potamodromous, diadromous
• Context-speciﬁc words deﬁned in text, such as migration, plankton, absorb
• Target vocabulary words highlighted in text
• Photographs and lively, cartoon-like drawings, with labels and speech balloons
• Thirteen pages of text, easy-to-read section headings, and illustrations on most pages
• Phonetic respellings of scientiﬁc terms
• Captions bearing additional information
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Fish That Migrate

by Rufus Albermarle

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of seasonal changes in local wildlife to recognize that
in nature, some birds, insects, and other animals move, depending on the season. Build
interest by asking questions such as the following: What birds do you see all year? Why
might some birds leave when the season changes? Read the title and author and talk
about the cover photograph.

Front-Load Vocabulary Some compound words may be unfamiliar to English

learners. Before reading, check understanding of the following words: salt water, fresh
water, waterfalls, underwater.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, reading the captions, noting important ideas, and helping
with unfamiliar language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Call their
attention to any important labels. Here are some suggestions:
Pages 2–3: Explain that this book tells how fish move or migrate. Have students
turn to page 2. Point out that the Table of Contents lists the titles of the text
sections and the page on which each section begins.
Suggested language: When animals migrate they move to a particular place at
one time of year. What information would you expect to find in the section titled
“Where Do Fish Migrate”? On what page will you find the information?
Page 4: Read the caption with students: Fish migrate so that they can stay alive.
Explain that survival is important to all living things. What do all living things need
to survive, or to go on living?
Page 5: Read the caption. Direct attention to the speech balloons in the illustration,
and have students read the balloons. Why do you think the author included these
cartoons in the book? Now find the highlighted word accidents. What unexpected
things might happen to a fish’s eggs? Could they get eaten by accident?
Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to find out when, where, and
why fish migrate.

Target Vocabulary
accidents – unintended
and usually sudden and
unexpected events resulting in
loss or injury, p. 5

frightening – scary, p. 14

chilly – unpleasantly affected by
cold, p. 13

migrate – to move to a different
place at a particular time of
year, p. 3

dramatic – spectacular or
suspenseful, p. 9
Grade 3

landscape – a long stretch of
land seen from one place, p.
12

2

plenty – enough or more than
enough, p. 10
solid – hard, with no breaks or
hollow parts, p. 14
survival – continuing to live, p. 4
thunderous - very loud, p. 9
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Read

Have students read Fish That Migrate silently while you listen to individual students read.
Support their problem solving and fluency as needed.
Remind students to use the Visualize Strategy
picture what is happening.

and to use text details to

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response

Invite students to share their personal responses to the book.
Suggested language: What did you learn about fish migration that you didn’t know
before? What information surprised you the most?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:
Thinking Within the Text

Thinking Beyond the Text

Thinking About the Text

• Like some kinds of birds, some
kinds of ﬁsh migrate.

• Scientists do not have all the
answers to the questions of why
ﬁsh migrate and how they ﬁnd
their way.

• The photographs show examples
of migrating ﬁsh.

• There are three types of
migratory ﬁsh: those that
migrate in salt water only, in
fresh water only, and between
fresh and salt water.
• Migrating ﬁsh travel great
distances and survive many
hazards.

• Just as astronauts need special
equipment to help them survive
in space, ﬁsh that migrate
between fresh and salt water
need special features to help
them adjust to the different
environments.

• The cartoon-like illustrations
make the information fun and
interesting for the reader.
• The author includes lots of
details about ﬁsh migration.
• The section titles give a good
idea of what information will be
covered.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text and demonstrate phrased
fluent reading. Remind them to pay attention to punctuation, raising their voices
slightly at the end of questions and pausing at commas and colons.
• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion,
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go
back to the text to support their ideas.
• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using
examples from the text. Remind students that long words are often formed from
shorter, familiar words to which preﬁxes, inﬂected endings, and/or sufﬁxes have been
added. For example, the word migrate appears in several different forms: migrators
(page 3), migrating (page 5), migration (page 8), and migrates (page 12). Discuss the
changes in meaning that take place when the word parts –ors, –ing, –tion, and –s are
added to migrate.
Grade 3

3
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 22.10.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Compare and Contrast
Remind students that they can compare and
contrast by telling how text details or ideas are alike and different. Model the skill, using a
“Think Aloud” like the one below:
Think Aloud

I can use details in the book to discover how migrating fish are alike and
different. On page 6, the author says that migrating fish can be divided
into three main groups based on whether they migrate in salt water only,
fresh water only, or between fresh and salt water. This is how they are
different. How are these fish alike? One way they are alike is that they all
migrate.

Practice the Skill
Have students use details from the book to write two sentences telling other ways in
which migrating fish are alike and different.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they
think beyond the text, they use what they know and their own experience to think about
what happens in the story.

Assessment Prompts
• Find the sentence in the last section that shows that scientists still have much to learn
about the reasons some fish migrate. Then explain in your own words why this is true.
• Which words in paragraph 2 on page 10 help the reader to know the meaning of the
word waterlogged?
• What are the two main senses that migrating ﬁsh use to help them ﬁnd their way?

Grade 3

4
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English Language Development
Reading Support Give English learners a “preview” of the text by holding a brief

small-group discussion with them before reading the text with the entire group. Or have
students use the audio or online recordings.

Vocabulary Provide assistance with challenging words that are not defined directly

in the text, such as distances and dangerous (page 3), powerful and swirling (page 9),
temperature (page 13), and wiggle (page 14).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’
English proficiency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.
Beginning/Early Intermediate

Intermediate

Early Advanced/Advanced

Speaker 1: What animals are on the
cover?

Speaker 1: What are two reasons fish
migrate, or move to a new place?

Speaker 2: fish

Speaker 2: They migrate to find food or
a place to lay their eggs.

Speaker 1: What special feature
allows some types of fish to
survive in both fresh and salt
water?

Speaker 1: Where are the fish?
Speaker 2: in the water
Speaker 1: What are the fish doing?
Speaker 2: swimming

Speaker 1: How are the three main
groups of fish different?
Speaker 2: They migrate in different
types of water: fresh water only, salt
water only, or between fresh and salt
water.

Speaker 2: Fresh-water fish that
travel to salt water are able to get
rid of the extra salt they take in
from the water and keep the right
balance in their bodies between
salty and unsalty fluids.
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Name

Date

BLACKLINE MASTER 22.10

Critical Thinking

Fish That Migrate
Critical Thinking

Read and answer the questions. Possible responses shown.

1. Think within the text Why do ﬁsh migrate to a new
place to lay eggs?
Young fish may eat different foods from their parents. Parent fish lay eggs where
the babies won’t get eaten.

2. Think within the text How do some ﬁsh use smell to
migrate?
The smell tells the fish when it is back home to its stream and when it is in the
ocean.

3. Think beyond the text How is a salmon’s migration
dramatic?
Salmon leap out of the water to get up waterfalls and rapids.

4. Think about the text Why do you think scientists do
not know why all kinds of ﬁsh migrate?
Fish are hard to see because they live underwater.

Making Connections What is another animal that you know that
migrates? How is that animal’s migration like the migration of ocean
fish? How is it different?
Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.
Read directions to students.
Critical Thinking

12

Grade 3, Unit 5: Going Places
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5
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Name

Date

Fish That Migrate
Thinking Beyond the Text
Think about the question below. Then write your answer in one or two
paragraphs.
On page 3, the author says: “Not all fish migrate. Some kinds of fish stay in
the same home all year long.” In your opinion, why might some kinds of fish
stay in the same place while others swim huge distances each year?
Support your opinion with facts from the text.

Grade 3

6
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Name

Date

BLACKLINE MASTER 22.10

Critical Thinking

Fish That Migrate
Critical Thinking

Read and answer the questions.

1. Think within the text Why do ﬁsh migrate to a new
place to lay eggs?

2. Think within the text How do some ﬁsh use smell to
migrate?

3. Think beyond the text How is a salmon’s migration
dramatic?

4. Think about the text Why do you think scientists do
not know why all kinds of ﬁsh migrate?

Making Connections What is another animal that you know that
migrates? How is that animal’s migration like the migration of ocean
fish? How is it different?
Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.
Grade 3

7
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Student
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Date

BLACKLINE MASTER 22.14

Fish That Migrate • LEVEL P
page

10

Fish That Migrate
Running Record Form

Selection Text

Errors

Self-Corrections

Accuracy Rate

Total SelfCorrections

Some fish that migrate have to be able to live in both fresh
water and salt water. How do they do it?
Fish that live in fresh water have plenty of salt in their bodies.
But too much salt is not good for them. So, when these fish
swim, their skin absorbs, or takes in, fresh water. The water
mixes with the salt. So these fish always have the right mix of
fresh water and salt water in their bodies.

11

When fish that live in fresh water migrate to salt water, they
have to do something different.

Comments:

(# words read
correctly/97 × 100)
%

Read word correctly

Code
✓

cat

Repeated word,
sentence, or phrase

®

Omission

—
cat

cat

Grade 3

Behavior

Error
0

0

Substitution

Code
cut
cat

1

Self-corrects

cut sc
cat

0

Insertion

the

1

cat

Error

1414315

Behavior

ˆ
Word told

1

8

T
cat

1
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