
Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Realistic fi ction

Text Structure • First-person narrative, with chronological sequencing 
• Setting clearly described

Content • What happens at a bakery
• A family working together to run a bakery

Themes and Ideas • People work together to run a business.
• A family can work hard together and then relax together at the end of the day.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Simple, clear language

Sentence Complexity • Many simple sentences, some exclamatory: The butter cookies are great!
• Some longer sentences: On Saturday, I go to work with my family.

Vocabulary • Words relating to baking: bakery, kitchen, bread, yeast, cakes, pies, oven, cookies
• Some target vocabulary highlighted in text

Words • Many high frequency words: done, great, laughs, paper, soon, talks, were, work
• Some multi-syllable words: Saturday, morning, bakery, cookies, dinner

Illustrations • Pictures support each page of text.
Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text, illustrations on every page

• Four to seven lines of text on a page
• Labels name things in many illustrations.
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Our Day at the Bakery
by Melissa Wagner

Fountas-Pinnell Level H
Realistic Fiction
Selection Summary
A boy helps his mother, father, and grandmother work at the family 
bakery. Their work starts early in the morning and doesn’t end until 
after the kitchen and the store are cleaned for the night.
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Our Day at the Bakery by Melissa Wagner

Build Background
Read the title to children and ask them what the characters are baking in the cover 
illustration. Encourage children to use their knowledge of bakeries and baked goods to 
think about the story. Anticipate the text with a question such as: What kinds of foods do 
you fi nd in a bakery? 

Front-Load Vocabulary Some everyday words may be unfamiliar to English 
learners. Before reading, check understanding of the following words: early, yeast, oven, 
bakery, wrap, busy.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Call their attention to any 
labels. Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that in this story a boy and his family all work together at the 
family bakery. Suggested language: Turn to page 2. You can see the boy and his 
family in a car. The fi rst sentence reads: On Saturday, I go to work with my family. 
Say the word work. What sound do you hear fi rst? What letter would you expect 
to see fi rst in the word work? Find the word work and put your fi nger under it. The 
boy’s family runs a bakery. If you went to work with someone in your family, what 
kind of work would you do? 

Page 3: Remind children that they can use information in the pictures to help them 
read. Point out the labels. Many of the pictures in this book have labels that name 
things. The labels can help you understand what is happening in the story. Who 
opens the door? Who turns on the lights? Use the labels to help you read this page.

Pages 6–7: What foods can you see in the picture? Use the labels to help you 
name the foods. What label does not name a food? Say the word paper. What 
sound do you hear fi rst in the word paper? What letter would you expect to see 
fi rst in the word paper? Point to the label paper and then fi nd the word in the text. 
What do they do with paper at the bakery? Cultural Support: Bakeries around the 
world make different kinds of baked goods. Explain any unfamiliar foods in the 
illustrations and invite children to describe baked goods they are familiar with. 

Page 9: Turn to page 9. What is the family doing now? Their work is finished for 
the day. They are eating dinner. The book says: Mom laughs at Dad’s jokes. Say 
the word laughs. What letter would you expect to see fi rst in the word laughs? Find 
the word laughs and put your fi nger under it. 

Now go back to the beginning and read to fi nd out about this family’s day at their 
bakery. 

done

great

laughs

paper

soon

talks

were

work

Words to Know
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Read
As children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem-solving ability.

Respond to the Text
Personal Response
Ask children to share their personal responses to the story. Begin by asking what they 
liked best about the book, or what they found most interesting.
Suggested language: How do you think the boy feels about working in the bakery? Why 
do you think that?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these teaching points: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• A boy goes to work in the family 
bakery.

• They make bread, cakes, pies, 
and cookies; people come to buy 
the baked goods.

• After a busy day, the family goes 
home and goes to bed early.

• Running a business is hard 
work.

• A family can work hard together 
and then relax together at the 
end of the day.

• The author uses words like soon, 
at the end of the day, and then to 
show the sequence of events.

• The author gives many examples 
that show how the family works 
together.
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Choices for Support
Fluency
Have children put a fi nger under the exclamation mark on page 6 and then read the 
exclamatory statement with feeling. Then have them read another page from the story and 
use the punctuation to help them group words and read with expression.

Phonemic Awareness and Word Work
Provide practice as needed with words and sounds, using one of the following activities:
• Clapping Syllables Have children hear and say syllables in words from the story, 

including: Saturday, family, work, kitchen, soon, Grandma, etc. Have them clap on 
each syllable: Sat-ur-day, fam-i-ly, work, kitch-en, soon, Grand-ma, etc.

• Plurals Have children fi nd plurals in the story: lights, cakes, pies, nuts, cookies, 
people, etc. Ask them to write both the plural and singular forms for each word. They 
can sort the plurals by endings: -s, -es, and in the case of person/people, other. Then 
they can add more words to their lists, perhaps adding the category for plurals ending 
in –ies.

3 Lesson 19: Our Day at the BakeryGrade 1
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Writing About Reading
Critical Thinking
Read the directions for children on BLM 19.10 and guide them in answering the questions.

Responding
Read aloud the questions at the back of the book and help children complete the activities.

Target Comprehension Skill
Conclusions 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Explain to children that they can use details to fi gure out 

more about the story. Model how to use details to draw conclusions about the story:

Think Aloud

I can understand why this family works so hard at the bakery. The family 
goes to work in the dark. They bake and sell bread, cakes, pies, and 
cookies. At the end of the day they have to clean the kitchen and the 
store. No wonder they are so tired they have to go to bed early!

Practice the Skill
Have children tell details that help them fi gure out something about the narrator of 
the story. 

Writing Prompt
Read aloud the following prompt. Have children draw and write their response, using the 
writing prompt on page 6.

Think about the things the family does at their bakery. Draw a picture. Show one way you 
can help them at the bakery.

Write about what you can do to help. 
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Read directions to children.

Think About It
Write an answer to the question. Responses may vary.

 1. Why do bakers go to work so early?

A bakery opens early, and there is a lot

of work to do before the bakery opens.

Making Connections Think about what you 

like to eat from a bakery. Write some sentences 

about this food and why you like it.

12 Grade 1, Unit 4: Exploring Together

Name 

Think About It
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First Pass

English Language Learners
Reading Support Pair advanced and beginning readers to read the story softly aloud. 
Or have children use the audio or online recordings. After reading aloud, have children talk 
about the work that goes on in a bakery.

Oral Language Development
Check the children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/ Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Where does everything get 
baked?

Speaker 2: in an oven

Speaker 1: What does the bread get 
wrapped in?

Speaker 2: paper

Speaker 1: What does the family do 
at the end of the day, before going 
home?

Speaker 2: clean up

Speaker 1: Where does this family 
work?

Speaker 2: in a bakery

Speaker 1: How does the boy help when 
the family is baking?

Speaker 2: He pours in nuts.

Speaker 1: What does the family 
bake?

Speaker 2: They bake bread, 
cakes, pies, and cookies.

Speaker 1: What does the family 
do because they are so tired at 
the end of the day?

Speaker 2: They go to bed early.

5 Lesson 19: Our Day at the BakeryGrade 1
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Name  Date 

Our Day at the Bakery
Think about the things the family does at their 
bakery. Draw a picture. Show one way you can help 
them at the bakery.

Write about what you can do to help.

6 Lesson 19: Our Day at the BakeryGrade 1
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Think About It
Write an answer to the question. 

 1. Why do bakers go to work so early?

Making Connections Think about what you 

like to eat from a bakery. Write some sentences 

about this food and why you like it.
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Student  Date 
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Our Day at the Bakery
Running Record Form

Our Day at the Bakery • LEVEL H

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

4

On Saturday, I go to work 

with my family. 

We go to work early in the 

morning. It is still dark when 

we go to the bakery. 

We get to the bakery.

Dad opens the door. 

I turn on the lights. 

We do lots of work. 

Then we open our store. 

We are in the kitchen. 

Dad makes bread. 

I put in the yeast. 

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/64 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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