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Tammy’s Goal 
by Joanne Mattern

Fountas-Pinnell Level N
Realistic Fiction 
Selection Summary
Tammy joins the soccer team at her new school and learns an 
important lesson from her classmate, Orlando, about being a 
team player.

Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Realistic fi ction

Text Structure • Third-person continuous narrative takes place over a period of a few weeks
• Character changes over time

Content • Interpersonal skills
• Teamwork
• Making new friends 

Themes and Ideas • Putting team before self-interest
• Learning to share benefi ts team.
• Others’ insights and advice can help an individual learn teamwork.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Conversational informality 
• Realistic dialogue
• Descriptive language

Sentence Complexity • Many short simple sentences
• Some compound and complex sentences
• Exclamations, question marks, italics, dashes

Vocabulary • Key vocabulary words: crisp, haze, lapped, lure, miniature
• Clues to key vocabulary words found in text and illustrations 

Words • Most words accessible
• Many easy high frequency words

Illustrations • Color illustrations with captions
Book and Print Features • Thirteen pages, with color illustrations and captions on most pages

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Copyright © by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying 
or recording, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner unless such copying is expressly 
permitted by federal copyright law. 
Permission is hereby granted to individual teachers using the corresponding (discipline) Leveled Readers to photocopy student worksheets from this publication 
in classroom quantities for instructional use and not for resale. Requests for information on other matters regarding duplication of this work should be 
addressed to Houghton Miffl in Harcourt Publishing Company, Attn: Contracts, Copyrights, and Licensing, 9400 SouthPark Center Loop, Orlando, Florida 32819. 
Printed in the U.S.A. 
978-0-547-30530-1  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 0940 15 14 13 12 11 10 09

If you have received these materials as examination copies free of charge, Houghton Miffl in Harcourt Publishing Company retains title to the materials and 
they may not be resold. Resale of examination copies is strictly prohibited. 

Possession of this publication in print format does not entitle users to convert this publication, or any portion of it, into electronic format.

4_305301_BL_LRTG_L18_TammysGoal.indd   1 12/17/09   11:34:47 AM



Tammy’s Goal  by Joanne Mattern

Build Background
Help students use their sports knowledge of soccer and sports to visualize the story. Build 
interest by asking questions such as the following: Have you ever wished you could be the 
star of a team? Is it possible to be a star and also a team player? Read the title and author 
and talk about the cover illustration. Tell students this story is realistic fi ction, a present-
day story that could take place in real life.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions: 

Pages 2–3: Explain that this is a story about a girl named Tammy who loves 
soccer, so she tries out for the team at her new school. Suggested language: The 
illustration shows Tammy standing on the steps of her new school. Why is the 
banner so gigantic?

Page 4: Tell students that Tammy wears a necklace with a miniature soccer ball on 
it. Why does the ball need to be miniature? 

Page 6: The text says Tammy’s teammates at her old school were jealous of her. 
Why do you think they were jealous? What do you think the problem in this book 
will be?

Go back to the beginning and read to fi nd out what happens to Tammy when she joins 
the soccer team at her new school. 

crisp – sharp and clear 
deliberately – something done 

on purpose 
especially – done in a special or 

specifi c way, p. 7
gigantic – huge or enormous, 

p. 3

haze –foggy or smoky air 
jealous – wanting something that 

another person has, p. 6
lapped – splashed or brushed 

lightly against you 
lure – tempt him or her to do 

something, p. 10

miniature – something that is 
much smaller than the usual 
size, p. 4

vanished – disappeared or was 
missing 

Target Vocabulary
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed. 

Remind students to use the Question Strategy  as they read. Tell them 
to think about why Tammy behaves the way she does toward her soccer teammates.

Discuss and Revisit the Text 
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the text. 
Suggested language: Have you ever played a team sport like Tammy? How is Tammy able 
to get along with her teammates? 

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Tammy played soccer at her old 
school but was not a good team 
player.

• She makes the team at her new 
school and acts like a ball hog 
on this team, too.

• Tammy learns from Orlando how 
to be a team player, and she 
becomes team captain.

• In many situations, teamwork is 
more important than individual 
accomplishments.

• We can’t change selfi sh 
behaviors until we are able to 
see ourselves as others see us.

• Colorful illustrations and short 
captions support and extend the 
story.

• The realistic language sounds 
the way a ten-year-old girl talks. 

• Details within the story help 
readers understand Tammy’s 
behavior.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage of dialogue from the text to act out the 

speakers’ actions and words. Remind them to use any cues provided by question 
marks, exclamations, or dashes to make their reading livelier and to convey the 
author’s meaning. 

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Point out that the suffi xes ly, ally, and ily are often added to 
adjectives to make them adverbs. An examples from the story is especially (p. 7). 
Have students scan the story for other examples of adverbs with these suffi xes.
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking 
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 18.7.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of their book, using their Reader’s 
Notebook. Use the instruction below as needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the 
comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Understanding Characters 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that story details help them 

understand a character’s thoughts, actions, and words. Model how to add details to the 
Graphic Organizer, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below: 

Think Aloud

Tammy watches her teammates and charts their strengths so everyone 
works together to win. That’s an action of Tammy’s that helps you 
understand her character.

Practice the Skill
Have students share examples of another book in which they were able to understand the 
characters. 

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use their personal knowledge to reach new understandings. 

Assessment Prompts
• The fi rst paragraph on page 2 is mainly about

________________________________________________________________.

• What is the meaning of lure on page 10?

• What does Orlando say to help Tammy?
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What does Tammy wear that shows 

that she likes soccer?

 

 

 2. Think within the text How does the author show that Tammy 

really wanted to win her fi rst game with her new team?

 

 

 

 3. Think beyond the text Orlando teaches Tammy a valuable 

lesson about what a team captain does.  Do you agree with 

the advice he gives Tammy about the job of a team captain?  

Explain your answer.

 

 

 

 4. Think about the text In this story, the author shows that the 

character Tammy changes.  How does the author show that change?

 

 

 

Making Connections Describe a team you’ve been a part of.  How 
did your experience compare with Tammy’s?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

9Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.  All rights reserved.
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Grade 4, Unit 4: Never Give Up!

Name  Date 

Tammy’s Goal
Critical Thinking

Tammy wears a soccer T-shirt, a soccer watch, and a miniature soccer ball on a 

chain.

The author says that Tammy was out of breath from running so much, and that 

she yells for every teammate to pass the ball to her so she could score a goal.

Yes.  Players would really be motivated if their captain helped each of them play 

their best.

Tammy stops being bossy and helps everyone on her team work together.  Instead 

of trying to score all the goals herself, she plans plays that take advantage of each 

person’s strengths and passes the ball to teammates who can score.

 Possible responses shown.

09_4_246253RTXEAN_L18_FR.indd   9 3/23/09   1:13:21 AM

English Language Development
Reading Support Check regularly on students’ oral reading to determine accuracy, 
fl uency, and comprehension. Remind them that Tammy played soccer at her old school 
but needs to become a better player.

Vocabulary Explain that homographs are words that are spelled the same but have 
different meanings. The word goal in the story’s title is a homograph. At fi rst, Tammy 
wants always to make a goal, that means kicking the soccer ball between two posts. At the 
end, her goal is to use teamwork to win a game. 

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Who is the story about?

Speaker 2: a 4th grader named Tammy

Speaker 1: What sport does she play?

Speaker 2: soccer

Speaker 1: What does she like to kick?

Speaker 2: a soccer ball

Speaker 1: What charm was on Tammy’s 
necklace?

Speaker 2: It was a miniature soccer 
ball.

Speaker 1: Why did Tammy’s old 
teammates stop talking to her?

Speaker 2: She hogged the soccer ball 
and did not give others a chance to 
make goals. 

Speaker 1: What changes 
Tammy’s attitude?

Speaker 2: Orlando tells her the 
captain’s job is to help everyone 
do her best.

Speaker 1: Why did Tammy 
make a chart of other player’s 
strengths?

Speaker 2: She wanted to use 
each player effectively.
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Tammy’s Goals
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs.

Remember that when you think beyond the text, you use your personal 
knowledge to reach new understandings.

What causes Tammy to become a good teammate? Do you think the change 
is realistic? What does this story show about the importance of team 
sports?

Name  Date 
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What does Tammy wear that shows 

that she likes soccer?

 

 

 2. Think within the text How does the author show that Tammy 

really wanted to win her fi rst game with her new team?

 

 

 

 3. Think beyond the text Orlando teaches Tammy a valuable 

lesson about what a team captain does. Do you agree with the 

advice he gives Tammy about the job of a team captain? Explain 

your answer.

 

 

 

 4. Think about the text In this story, the author shows that the 

character Tammy changes. How does the author show that change?

 

 

 

Making Connections Describe a team you’ve been a part of. How did 
your experience compare with Tammy’s?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.
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Name  Date 

Tammy’s Goal
Critical Thinking
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Student  Date 
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Tammy’s Goal
Running Record Form

Tammy’s Goal • LEVEL N

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

4

5

On Thursday, Tammy put on her favorite necklace. It was a 

miniature soccer ball on a chain.

Soccer tryouts were right after school. Tammy ran fast. She 

took a pass from a teammate and kicked the ball into the goal. 

“Good job, Tammy!” yelled Coach Lopez.

Tammy grinned. She loved all the action of the game!

The next morning, Tammy rushed to the gym to see who had 

made the team. Her name was on the list!

Then she saw a note on the bottom. If anyone wants to be 

captain, please see Coach Lopez.

Tammy’s heart jumped, but then she shook her head.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/104 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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