LESSON 17 TEACHER’S GUIDE

The Mountain
by Emily de Laurelia

Fountas-Pinnell Level J
Fantasy
Selection Summary
Mole and Rabbit want to go to the other side of a mountain. Mole
decides to tunnel through the mountain and Rabbit decides to ﬂy over
it in a hot air balloon. Each enjoys the journey, but both decide they
would rather travel together. Unfortunately, Rabbit wants them both to
go ballooning, and Mole wants them both to go through the tunnel.

Number of Words: 348

Characteristics of the Text
Genre
Text Structure
Content
Themes and Ideas
Language and
Literary Features
Sentence Complexity

Vocabulary
Words
Illustrations
Book and Print Features

• Fantasy
• Third-person narrative, with dialogue
• A problem/solution structure with no real solution at the end
• Ways to travel
• Friendship and cooperation
• Friends like to share their discoveries with each other.
• Cooperation isn’t easy and sometimes means giving up things you like to do.
• Meaning provided through integration of pictures with text
• Descriptive language: busy earthworms; He liked to feel the wind in his fur.
• Many simple sentences: Mole was right.
• Some compound sentences
• Assigned dialogue, some split
• Words relating to travel: roads, train, tracks, tunnel, bike, trail, hot air balloon
• Content words: mountain, tunnel
• Many high frequency words: about, by, car, could, don’t, maybe, sure, there
• Mostly one- or two-syllable words; some multi-syllable words: exciting, together
• Humorous pictures support each page of text.
• Nine pages of text, illustrations on every page
• Many two and three line sentences; some sentences begin mid-line.
• Ellipses used to show elapsing time: Then…above the trees…
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The Mountain

by Emily de Laurelia

Build Background
Read the title to children and talk with them about the cover illustration. Encourage
children to use what they know about rabbits and moles to think about the story. Then
anticipate the plot with questions such as: How can you get to the other side of a
mountain? How might a rabbit try? How might a mole try?

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some
suggestions:
Page 2: Explain that this story is about two animal friends, a rabbit and a mole,
who don’t always agree with each other.
Suggested language: Turn to page 2 of this book. Find the highlighted word,
mountain. This is a story about two animal friends who decide to go to the other
side of a mountain. What are some ways they could travel to the other side of the
mountain?
Page 4: Remind children that they can use information in the illustrations to help
them read. On page 4, do you see the arrows in the picture? What do they tell you?
Mole wants to make a tunnel to get to the other side. How does Rabbit want to get
to the other side? How might this cause a problem for them?
Page 5: Draw attention to the illustration on page 5. How do these two friends feel
right now? How can you tell?
Now go back to the beginning and read to ﬁnd out what Rabbit and Mole learn
when they go to the other side of the mountain.

Learn More Words
mountain
Grade 1

tunnel
2
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Read

As the children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that
supports their problem solving ability.

Respond to the Text
Personal Response

Ask children to share their personal responses to the story. Begin by asking what they
liked best about the story, or what they found most interesting.
Suggested language: Why do you think these friends couldn’t find a solution to their
problem?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these teaching points:
Thinking Within the Text

Thinking Beyond the Text

Thinking About the Text

• Rabbit and Mole decide to go to
the other side of the mountain.

• Friends like to share their
discoveries with each other.

• Ellipses help the reader
understand that time is passing.

• Rabbit goes by hot air balloon
and Mole goes by tunneling, but
they both miss each other.

• Cooperation isn’t easy because
it sometimes means giving up
things you like to do.

• The characters are animals, but
they act the way people do.

• Though they decide to go
together next time, they still can’t
decide how best to travel.

• The dialogue shows that the
characters are friends who have
a hard time working out their
differences.
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Choices for Support
Fluency
Invite children to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind them to pay
attention to punctuation, especially exclamation marks and ellipses, to help them read with
meaning.

Phonics and Word Work
Provide practice as needed with words and sounds, using one of the following activities:
• Comparatives Have children find comparative words in the story, such as fast/fastest,
fine/finest, and better. Make a list together and then add more comparatives, adding
–er and –est to base words.
• Listening Game Have children listen for words that begin with the same sound.
Have children raise their hands if the words begin with the same sound, and keep
their hands in their laps if the beginning letter is different. Say pairs of story words,
for example, mountain and mole; Rabbit and road; worry and but; tunnel and took;
missed and right; finest and finally.

Grade 1

3
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Writing About Reading
Critical Thinking
Read the directions for children on BLM 17.9 and guide them in answering the questions.

Responding
Read aloud the questions at the back of the book and help children complete the activities.

Target Comprehension Skill
Compare and Contrast
Remind children that when they compare and
contrast they tell how two things are alike or not. Model how to compare and contrast:
Think Aloud

In some ways, Rabbit and Mole are alike. They both want to get to the
other side of the mountain. They both like to do things with each other.
They also both like to do things their own way. This causes a problem
because of the ways they are not alike. Mole likes to tunnel underground.
Rabbit prefers to be above ground.

Practice the Skill
Have children tell how two characters in another story are alike and different.

Writing Prompt
Read aloud the following prompt. Have children write their response, using the writing
prompt on page 6.
How do you think the two friends will get back home? Write a paragraph. Tell how Mole
and Rabbit will get home. Use details from the story to support what you say.

Grade 1

4
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English Language Learners
Cultural Support Some children may not know about moles and that they live
underground. You may also have to explain the expression “farmer in the dell,” on page 8,
is from a traditional children’s singing game, nursery rhyme, and song called “The Farmer
in the Dell.”
Oral Language Development
Check the children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their
English proﬁciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.
Beginning/ Early Intermediate

Intermediate

Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What do Mole and Rabbit
live beside?

Speaker 1: How does Mole get to the
other side of the mountain?

Speaker 1: What did Rabbit like
about the balloon ride?

Speaker 2: a mountain

Speaker 2: through a tunnel

Speaker 1:What does Mole want to
show Rabbit in the tunnel?

Speaker 1: How does Rabbit get to the
other side of the mountain?

Speaker 2: The ride was exciting
and he liked the wind in his fur.

Speaker 2: earthworms

Speaker 2: in a hot air balloon

Speaker 1: What did Mole and
Rabbit decide about their next
trip.

Speaker 1: Who got to the other side of
the mountain ﬁrst?

Speaker 2: They want to go on a
trip together.

Speaker 2: Mole

Lesson 17
BLACKLINE MASTER 17.9

Name

Think About It

The Mountain
Think About It

Write an answer to the question.

Responses may vary.

1. What did Rabbit and Mole not want to do?

Rabbit did not want to go through the
mountain. Mole did not want to fly over
the mountain.
Making Connections Think about your friends.
Write some sentences about what you like to do
together.

Read directions to children.
Think About It

11

Grade 1, Unit 4: Exploring Together
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Name

Date

The Mountain
How do you think the two friends will get back
home? Write a paragraph. Tell how Mole and Rabbit
will get home. Use details from the story to support
what you say.

Grade 1

6
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Lesson 17
BLACKLINE MASTER 17.9

Name

Think About It

The Mountain
Think About It

Write an answer to the question.
1. What did Rabbit and Mole not want to do?

Making Connections Think about your friends.
Write some sentences about what you like to do
together.

Grade 1

7

Lesson 17: The Mountain

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

1_300344_AL_LRTG_L17_TheMountain.indd 7

7/27/09 3:44:31 PM

Student

Lesson 17

Date

BLACKLINE MASTER 17.14

The Mountain • LEVEL J
page

7

The Mountain
Running Record Form

Selection Text

Errors

Self-Corrections

Accuracy Rate

Self-Correction
Rate

Mole was right. The tunnel
was cozy. She liked to dig quickly.
It was a fast way to travel.
But she wanted to show Rabbit
the busy earthworms.
She wanted
to tell Rabbit a joke.
Mole missed Rabbit.

8

Rabbit was right. The balloon
ride was exciting. He liked to feel
the wind in his fur.
But he wanted to show Mole
the clouds.

Comments:

(# words read
correctly/63 x 100)

(# errors + #
Self-Corrections/
Self-Corrections)

%
1:

Read word correctly

Code
✓

cat

Repeated word,
sentence, or phrase

®

Omission

—
cat

cat

Grade 1

Behavior

Error
0
0
1

8

Substitution

Code
cut
cat

1

Self-corrects

cut sc
cat

0

Insertion

the

1

Word told

T
cat

cat



Error

1413356

Behavior

1
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