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Number of Words: 889

Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Humorous Fiction

Text Structure • Third person narrative
• Organized chronologically

Content • Wetland ecology 
• Responsibility for taking care of habitats
• Making a plan

Themes and Ideas • People can do things to protect environments.
• A plan may have unexpected results.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Third person narrator
• Dialogue keeps story moving.

Sentence Complexity • Variety in sentence length and complexity
• Split dialogue and dialogue with two or more speakers
• Direct address:“Actually, Joy, you’re right,” said their teacher.

Vocabulary • Environmental terms: global warming, wetland, habitat, web of life, pollution, littering, 
recycle

• Idioms: out of control, on the job
Words • Multisyllable words with varied syllable patterns and endings, such as arrived, 

complicated, sparkling, messages
Illustrations • Illustrations support the text and convey humor.

Book and Print Features • Thirteen pages with art on every page or every spread
• Message in different font set off within text

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

L E S S O N  1 6  T E A C H E R ’ S  G U I D E

Joy’s Planet Patrol Plan
by Minnie Timenti

Fountas-Pinnell Level M
Humorous Fiction
Selection Summary
After she visits a wetland being destroyed by trash, Joy plans an 
action for the Planet Patrol. She and a friend leave paper messages 
on cars’ windshields, with reminders not to litter. Joy sadly discovers 
on a return visit that her paper slips now litter the wetland, but her 
enthusiasm returns when she volunteers for park cleanup day.
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carton – a container, such as a 
paper box, p. 7

complicated – something hard to 
understand or to do, p. 5

dripping – falling down in drops, 
p. 6

global – worldwide, p. 2
hardly – not very much, p. 9
pollution – the result of land, 

water, or air being dirtied, p. 7
project – an activity that requires 

much planning and time, p. 2

recycle – to treat things that have 
been thrown away so they can 
be used again, p. 9

rubbish – garbage, trash, or litter, 
p. 8

shade – n. an area where sunlight 
is blocked, p. 6

Target Vocabulary 

Joy’s Planet Patrol Plan by Minnie Timenti

Build Background
Describe any ponds or other wetlands students may know. Be sure students understand 
the term “wetland.”Build interest by asking a question such as the following: Why should 
people protect wetlands? Read the title and author, and talk about the cover illustration. 

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so that they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 2: Tell students that this story shows what happens when a student named 
Joy tries to get people to protect a wetland.
Suggested language: Have students turn to page 2 and read the second paragraph: 
“What’s our next project?” Joy asked Ms. Popper, the teacher who worked with Joy’s 
Green Rangers science club. What projects can you do to help save the Earth? 

Pages 4–5: Draw attention to the picture. Ms. Popper has taken the group to a 
park called Catalpa Creek Park; it’s a natural area called a wetland. What might the 
group do there?

Page 8: Have students study the picture and point out the rubbish they can see. 
What is the group’s reaction to the rubbbish? How might the trash be a good 
project for them?

Page 9: Have students talk about the illustration and read the message aloud. 
What do you think Joy is going to do with the messages she is making?

Now turn back to the beginning of the story and read to fi nd out what happens to 
Joy’s plan to clean up the park.

2Grade 3
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

Lesson 16: Joy’s Planet Patrol Plan

3_306742_OL_LRTG_L16_Joys_Planet_Patrol_Plan.indd   23_306742_OL_LRTG_L16_Joys_Planet_Patrol_Plan.indd   2 7/29/09   6:15:50 PM7/29/09   6:15:50 PM



Read
Have students read Joy’s Planet Patrol Plan silently while you listen to individual students 
read. Support their problem solving and fl uency as needed.

Remind students to use the Monitor/Clarify Strategy  to notice any 
confusing parts and try to clear them up.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the story.
Suggested language: What do you think Joy learned by the end of the book?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• The Green Rangers science club 
visits a wetland park that people 
have littered.

• Joy puts paper messages on 
parked cars reminding people 
not to litter. The paper becomes 
litter.

• Joy is happy to volunteer for a 
park cleanup project.

• Some habitats need protection 
from people.

• Children can take action to 
protect the environment.

• Trying to solve a problem can 
create a new problem.

• The author uses Joy’s words 
to explain the importance of 
wetlands.

• The dialogue adds humor to the 
story.

• The author’s attitude is that 
people of all ages can help 
protect the environment.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a section of text to present as Readers Theater. 

Remind them to pay attention to how the dialogue is punctuated so that they can say 
the words with the correct intonations.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind students that suffi xes can be added to the end of a 
base word, sometimes with a spelling change. Have students identify and write the 
base word in each of these words from the fi rst page of the book: painted, called, 
teacher, worked, Rangers, global, warming, shouted, cleaner, cried. Then ask them to 
fi nd, write, and take apart four other words with suffi xes from page 3 of the story.

3Grade 3
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 16.8.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Author’s Purpose 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Tell students story details can give clues about the main 

idea, or theme, that an author wants readers to know. Model the skill, using a “Think Aloud” 
like the one below:

Think Aloud

There are many story details that show the author’s purpose in writing 
the book. One detail is that the children have a club to help protect the 
Earth. Another detail is that the children are angry at the litter left at the 
park. These story details point to a theme, or main point, in this story: 
children care about fi ghting pollution. 

Practice the Skill
Have students fi nd another detail from the story and write a sentence to tell why the 
author probably included it.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use their personal knowledge to reach new understandings.

Assessment Prompts
• Find the sentence on page 6 that shows how Joy feels about the pond.

• Tell one word that best describes Joy. 

• On page 12, why does Joy gulp? 

4Grade 3
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English Language Development
Reading Support Check regularly on students’ oral reading to determine accuracy, 
fl uency, and comprehension.

Vocabulary Point out that the words litter, trash, and rubbish are synonyms. Have 
students use the words in sentences, and encourage them to name other synonyms. 

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/Advanced

Speaker 1: Who is the main character?

Speaker 2: Joy 

Speaker 1: Where do the Green 
Rangers go?

Speaker 2: to a wetland

Speaker 1: What problem do they see?

Speaker 2: trash

Speaker 1: What problem does Joy try 
to solve?

Speaker 2: She wants people to stop 
littering the wetland.

Speaker 1: What new problem does Joy 
create?

Speaker 2: Her paper messages are 
litter. 

Speaker 1: How does Joy feel 
when the Green Rangers go to 
the park a week later? Why does 
she feel that way?

Speaker 2: She sees that her pink 
slips are littering the wetland. 
She wanted to stop the problem 
of littering, but she made the 
problem worse.

Read directions to students.

Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What kinds of creatures live in 

the Catalpa Creek Park wetland?

reptiles, fi sh, birds, mammals, and insects

 2. Think within the text Beside plants and animals, what 

did the Rangers discover at the park? 

all kinds of rubbish

 3. Think beyond the text Why do you think people litter?

Possible response: People litter because it seems easier to throw something out

the window or onto the ground than it is to take it to a trash can.

 4. Think about the text Why do you think the author 

shows Joy’s plan making the problem of pollution even 

worse at Catalpa Creek Park?

The author wants to show that stopping pollution, even in a small area, takes hard

work and careful planning.

Making Connections How does Catalpa Creek Park compare to 
a park near you?  Think of a place in your area that is polluted or 
littered.  What can you do to help clean it up?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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Name  Date 

Joy’s Planet Patrol Plan
Thinking Beyond the Text

Imagine you are a news reporter. Write an article about the Green Rangers 
and their trip to Catalpa Creek. Use details from the story in your article. 

6Grade 3
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What kinds of creatures live in 

the Catalpa Creek Park wetland?

 2. Think within the text Beside plants and animals, what 

did the Rangers discover at the park? 

 3. Think beyond the text Why do you think people litter?

 4. Think about the text Why do you think the author 

shows Joy’s plan making the problem of pollution even 

worse at Catalpa Creek Park?

Making Connections How does Catalpa Creek Park compare to 
a park near you? Think of a place in your area that is polluted or 
littered. What can you do to help clean it up?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.
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Running Record Form

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

6

7

Suddenly, a bird with long legs swooped down into the pond.

“A great blue heron,” Ms. Popper whispered.

The whole group stood in the shade of a tree, watching the 

beautiful bird.

Joy squinted to see the rest of the pond through the sunlight 

sparkling on the water. She thought that the sounds of 

rippling, dripping water, buzzing insects, and singing birds 

were like a dream. 

Suddenly, the dream was shattered. A car rattled over the 

bridge that crossed Catalpa Creek. Whoosh! The driver threw a 

paper bag out of the window. Soda cups and burger cartons 

landed in the water with a splash.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/104 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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