
Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Nonfi ction

Text Structure • Each two-page spread and the fi nal page focuses on a different animal.
Content • Animals 

• Where animals live
• Animals’ physical characteristics

Themes and Ideas • Animals live in many different places.
• People are animals too.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Simple, straightforward language 
• Meaning provided through integration of photos with text
• Repetitive sentence structures: This animal lives in ____. It has ____ and ____.

Sentence Complexity • Short sentences in a repeated pattern
• Compound objects: It has white fur and sharp claws.

Vocabulary • Names of body parts: fur, claws, feathers, beak, mouth, tail, ears, eyes, trunk, arms
Words • Highlighted high-frequency words: bird, both, eyes, fl y, long, or, those, walk

Illustrations • Photos on every spread that support the text
Book and Print Features • Four two-page spreads with text on the left-hand page and photos on the right-hand page

• Sentences stand alone, not run into paragraphs
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Animals
by James Metzger

Fountas-Pinnell Level E
Nonfiction
Selection Summary
Animals live in different places and have different characteristics. 
Polar bears, parrots, whales, elephants—and humans—are the 
animals described in this book.
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Animals by James Metzger

Build Background
Read the title to children and encourage them to use their knowledge of animals to think 
about the book. Ask questions such as the following: What is your favorite animal? Where 
does it live in nature? What does it look like?

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Pages 2–3: Explain that this book gives facts about different kinds of animals.
Suggested language: Turn to pages 2 and 3. What do you see in the photos 
on page 3? What animal do you think the text on page 2 tells about? The fi rst 
sentence reads: This animal lives in a cold place. What clues in the photos tell you 
the place is cold? 

Pages 4–5: Look at the animal on page 5. What kind of place does this bird live in? 
It lives in a hot place. How does a bird move? It can fl y or it can walk. What sound 
do you hear fi rst in fl y? Find the word fl y and point to it.

Pages 6–7: Turn to pages 6 and 7. What animal do you see in the photos on page 
7? Can you guess what animal has such a long tail? Say long. What letter would 
you expect to see fi rst in long? Find the word long and put your fi nger under it. Is a 
whale’s tail long? What else about a whale is long?

Now go back to the beginning and read to fi nd out where some animals live and 
what they look like.

Words to Know
Have children turn to the Words to Know at the back of the book. Read each word aloud and 
then together. Explain any unknown words. Tell children to look for these words as they read.

bird eyes long those

both fly or walk

Words to Know

2 Lesson 15: AnimalsGrade 1
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Read
As children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem solving ability.

Respond to the Text
Personal Response
Ask children to share their personal responses to the book. Begin by asking what they 
liked best about the book, or what they found interesting.
Suggested language: Were you surprised to fi nd out that people are also animals? 
Why or why not?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, make sure children understand these teaching points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Polar bears live in cold places.

• The parrot lives in a hot place.

• Whales live in the water.

• Elephants live in the forest.

• People live in houses.

• Animals live in many different 
places.

• People are animals too.

• The photos show different 
animals and where they live.

• The author uses precise words 
to describe animals.

• The last page is a surprise, 
because it shows a person.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Support
Concepts of Print
Remind children that every sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with a 
punctuation mark.

Phonemic Awareness/Phonics
Provide practice as needed with words and sounds, using one of the following activities:

• Listening Game Have children listen for words with the same middle sound as you 
read pairs of words. Have children raise their hands if the words have the same middle 
sound and keep their hands down if they do not. Choose words with the long i vowel 
sound, such as these: white-whale, want-wide, hide-mine, bite-light, hike-lake.

• Clapping Syllables Have children hear and say syllables in words from the book: 
feathers, beak, water, forest, whale, elephant.

3 Lesson 15: AnimalsGrade 1
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

1_301273_BL_VRTG_L15_Animals.indd   3 12/24/09   7:13:11 PM



Writing About Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Read the directions and have children complete the Vocabulary questions on 15.1.

Responding
Have children complete the vocabulary activities on page 11.

Building Vocabulary
Describing Words
Build on the adjectives in Animals. 
Suggested language: Let’s think about words that describe animals. The polar bear has 
white fur and sharp claws. The word white describes the bear’s fur, and the word sharp 
describes its claws. Let’s think about other ways to describe the bear. As children suggest 
adjectives, write their words and sentences on the board or on a long strip of paper. Begin 
the list with the sentence frame A bear has ____ and ____. Continue the list with other 
animals in the book.

(Possible suggestions: big paws, round ears, black nose, small eyes.)

After children have made their suggestions, read the list aloud together, pointing to each 
word. Look at all the words we can use to describe different animals!

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Read aloud the following prompt. Have children draw and write their response, using the 
writing prompt on page 6.

Draw a picture of your favorite animal.

Write a sentence that tells what the animal looks like.

4 Lesson 15: AnimalsGrade 1
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Read directions to children.
3

Words to Know
Complete each sentence. Use a word from 

the word bank. 

bird eyes long those

both fl y or walk

Word Bank

 1. A robin is a bird .

 2. A mouse has a long  tail. 

 3. Sharks and whales both  live in water.

 4. The eyes  of an elephant are big. 

 5. Wings are used to fly .

 6. Those  kittens are cute.

Words to Know
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Grade 1, Unit 3: Nature Near and Far
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English Language Development
Front-Load Vocabulary Make sure children know the meanings of the adjectives 
and nouns related to each animal: white fur, sharp claws, green feathers, beak, big mouth, 
long tail, big ears, long trunk, strong arms.

Oral Language Development
Check the children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/ Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What do you see in the 
cover photo?

Speaker 2: an elephant

Speaker 1: What is this book about?

Speaker 2: animals

Speaker 1: Where do polar bears live?

Speaker 2: in cold places

Speaker 1: What does the bird on page 
5 have?

Speaker 2: It has green feathers and a 
beak.

Speaker 1: Where does an elephant live?

Speaker 2: An elephant lives in the 
forest.

Speaker 1: Which animal lives in a 
cold place?

Speaker 2: A polar bear lives in a 
cold place. 

Speaker 1: What surprise does the 
author give the reader on page 
10?

Speaker 2: The author surprises 
the reader by describing an 
animal that turns out to be a 
person.

5 Lesson 15: AnimalsGrade 1
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Name  Date 

Animals
Draw a picture of your favorite animal.

Write a sentence that tells what the animal 
looks like.

6 Lesson 15: AnimalsGrade 1
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Words to Know
Complete each sentence. Use a word from 

the word bank. 

bird eyes long those

both fl y or walk

Word Bank

 1. A robin is a .

 2. A mouse has a  tail. 

 3. Sharks and whales  live in water.

 4. The  of an elephant are big. 

 5. Wings are used to .

 6.  kittens are cute.

Name 
Lesson 15

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 5 . 1

Animals
Words to Know
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13
44
9

Student  Date 
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Animals
Running Record Form

Animals • level e

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓ 
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

® 
cat

0

Omission — cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut 
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc 
cat 0

Insertion the 

ˆcat 1

Word told T 
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

This animal lives in

a cold place.

It has white fur

and sharp claws.

It uses those claws

to hunt.

It is a bear!

This animal lives in

a hot place.

It has green feathers

and a beak.

Comments: Accuracy Rate  
(# words read 

correctly/38 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate  

(# errors + #  
Self-Corrections/  
Self-Correction)

1: 
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