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Love Those Bugs!
by Nancy N. Ragno

Fountas-Pinnell Level T
Informational Text
Selection Summary
The earth is full of bugs. Bugs are useful in many ways. They can be 
used for food, production of useful products like silk and honey, and 
to help many ecosystems stay intact and run smoothly. The benefi ts 
of insects far outweigh the negatives.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Informational text

Text Structure • Third-person narrative organized in seven chapters
• Descriptions and photographs help reader visualize the information provided in the text 

Content • Factual information about the benefi ts of insects
Themes and Ideas • The world would be in trouble without insects.

• Insects are viewed in different ways around the world.
• Insects are necessary for the existence of many ecosystems.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Factual language
• Descriptive language

Sentence Complexity • A mix of short and complex sentences 
Vocabulary • Scientifi c terms, some of which are not defi ned in text, such as ecosystems, food chains, 

and pollination 
Words • Many multisyllable words, such as pollination, colonies, organisms, beautiful

Illustrations • Photographs
• Captions for pictures

Book and Print Features • Twelve pages of text
• Chapter headings on most pages
• Bulleted list 

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

4_305561_AL_LRTG_L14_LoveThoseBugs.indd   1 11/4/09   9:53:23 PM



Expand Your Vocabulary

characteristic – a feature that 
helps to distinguish a person 
or thing, p. 5

enzymes – any of numerous 
proteins or conjugated proteins 
produced by living organisms 
and functioning as biochemical 
catalysts, p. 6

fertilize – to make (soil, for 
example) fertile, p. 6

maggots – legless, soft-bodied, 
wormlike larva of any of 
various fl ies of the order 
Diptera, often found in 
decaying matter, p. 6

organisms – individual forms of 
life, such as plants, animals, 
bacterium, protists, or fungi, 
p. 3

Love Those Bugs! by Nancy N. Ragno

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of insects to visualize the text. Build interest by asking 
questions such as the following: Do you like insects? Why or why not? What kinds of 
insects are common in our area? Read the title and author and talk about the cover 
photograph. Note the various graphic features in the selection. Tell students that this is 
informational text. Ask them what kinds of features they can expect to fi nd in this type of 
selection.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Pages 2–3: Explain that this selection is about how insects are essential to the 
existence of Earth. Suggested language: Look at page 2 of this book. The table 
of contents tells what the different sections of the book will be about. The fi rst 
chapter will be about how insects are essential. Why do you think these organisms 
are essential? 

Page 4: Look at the bulleted list on this page. Explain that the list shows how 
insects benefi t people. One important role is to fertilize seeds. How do bees fertilize 
plants?

Page 6: Ask: What are some materials that people recycle to help protect the 
earth? What kind of recycling do you think insects can do? Explain to students that 
bugs help recycle certain materials, helping to fertilize soil.

Pages 7–9: Explain to students that a predator is an animal that hunts and kills 
other animals. Tell students that the difference between a predator and a parasite is 
that a parasite does not kill its victim immediately, like a predator.

Now turn back to the beginning of the selection to read about the importance of 
insects.
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed. 

Remind students to use the Question Strategy  and to think of 
questions they might have about the text as they read. 

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the book.
Suggested language: What is the most fascinating thing you learned about insects? Did 
the book make you think of insects in a different way? Why or why not?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Insects have many different 
uses.

• Insects are considered delicacies 
in many parts of the world. 

• The earth would not be same 
without insects.

• People need to begin to think 
differently about the usefulness 
of insects. 

• People are scared or unsure if 
they don’t know enough about 
something.

• The photographs help the reader 
see insects in a different way.

• The author includes lots of 
descriptions to help the reader 
visualize the text.

• The graphic features help 
give the reader a clearer 
understanding of the text. 

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to participate in choral reading. Remind them to group 

words into meaningful units, or phrases. Point out that phrasing involves pausing at 
punctuation, such as periods, commas, and dashes, as well as places that do not have 
punctuation.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Point out that the prefi x pre- in predators on page 7 comes 
from the Latin root word prae, which means “before” or “in front.” Other words that 
use this root include prehistoric, previously, prefi x, and prehensile.
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 14.9.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book, using their Reader’s 
Notebook. Use the instruction below as needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the 
comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Text and Graphic Features 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that text and graphic features 

can give them more information about what they read. Model how to add details to the 
Graphic Organizer, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

The chart on page 8 of the book helps in understanding the difference 
between predators and parasites. Add this information to the chart. Also 
add that the header “Insects and the Human Diet” on page 9 informs the 
reader that insects can be food for humans. These details help show how 
useful Text and Graphic Features can be.

Practice the Skill
Encourage students to share their examples of another selection in which text and graphic 
features helped to provide more information about the subject.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use their personal knowledge to reach new understandings.

Assessment Prompts
• Which words on page 3 help the reader understand the meaning of organisms?

 • One idea present in this selection is that

________________________________________________________________.

 • The main purpose of the graphic features is to

________________________________________________________________.
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What are some important products that 

people use that are made by insects?

 

 

 2. Think within the text Why isn’t the earth covered with insects?

 

 

 3. Think beyond the text What do you think is the most 

important way insects help humans?  Support your answer.

 

 

 

 4. Think about the text Look at the bulleted list on page 4.  

Why does the author include this text feature?

 

 

 

Making Connections Most people dislike the idea of eating insects.  
However, insects are still an important food source in some parts of the 
world.  What are some foods from other cultures that you enjoy eating? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Love Those Bugs!
Critical Thinking

Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.  All rights reserved.

Grade 4, Unit 3: Natural Encounters11

 Lesson 14
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 4 . 9

Name  Date 

Some products people get from insects are honey, silk, beeswax, and natural 

dyes. 

The earth isn’t covered with insects because some insects kill other insects.

I think the most important way insects help humans is by pollinating � owers and 

plants.  Humans need fruits and vegetables as part of a healthy diet, and � owers 

make the world a more beautiful place.

The bulleted list summarizes and previews the text that is yet to come.  It helps me 

understand what I am about to read.

 Possible responses shown.

11_4_246246RTXEAN_L14_FR.indd   11 11/24/09   10:38:46 PM

First Pass

English Language Development
Reading Support Pair advanced and intermediate readers to read the selection 
softly, or have students listen to the audio or online recordings. Remind students that this 
selection is about the valuable role played by insects.

Cognates The text includes many cognates. Point out the English words and 
their Spanish equivalents: obstacles (obstáculos), social (sociable), characteristic 
(característica), and fertilize (fertilizar).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What is the selection about?

Speaker 2: the benefi ts of insects

Speaker 1: What is one use of insects?

Speaker 2: as food

Speaker 1: What do bees make?

Speaker 2: honey

Speaker 1: What is one insect that helps 
pollinate plants?

Speaker 2: Bees pollinate plants.

Speaker 1: What do the eggs of fl ies 
turn into?

Speaker 2: The eggs of fl ies turn into 
maggots.  

Speaker 1: How do insects help 
recycle dead animals?

Speaker 2: Flies lay eggs on the 
dead animals. The eggs turn into 
maggots. Maggots begin feeding 
on the animal. Beetles feed on 
the maggots and also the dead 
animal.
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Name  Date 

Love Those Bugs!
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in two or three 
paragraphs.

Remember that when you think beyond the text, you use your personal 
knowledge to reach new understandings.

Think of the many ways that insects help humans and our planet. Then think 
of what Earth would be like if there were no insects. Describe what one 
morning would be like on our planet if there were no insects. What would 
your life be like? What would you eat? What would you wear? 
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Love Those Bugs
Critical Thinking

 Lesson 14
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Name  Date 
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What are some important products that 

people use that are made by insects?

  

  

 2. Think within the text Why isn’t the earth covered with insects?

  

  

 3. Think beyond the text What do you think is the most 

important way insects help humans?  Support your answer.

  

  

  

 4. Think about the text Look at the bulleted list on page 4.  

Why does the author include this text feature?

  

  

  

Making Connections Most people dislike the idea of eating insects.  
However, insects are still an important food source in some parts of the 
world.  What are some foods from other cultures that you enjoy eating? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.
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Student  Date 
Lesson 14
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Running Record Form

Love Those Bugs!Love Those Bugs! • LEVEL T

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

9 Birds, reptiles, mammals—every class of animals contains 

insect eaters. There are few birds that do not eat insects. If 

there were no insects, freshwater fish would be at risk for 

extinction because a lot of their diet comes from insects. 

Reptiles such as geckos get some or all of their food from 

insects. Mammals that are strictly insect eaters include 

anteaters and many types of bats. Other mammals, such as 

bears, enjoy eating insects whenever they can get them!

Insects are high in protein and nutrients. Not only that, but 

they are also plentiful and cheap. 

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/97 × 100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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