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What Can Rosa Paint?
by Jessica Quilty

Fountas-Pinnell Level J
Realistic Fiction
Selection Summary
Rosa loves to paint. After she covers every sheet of paper with paint, 
and then every surface in the house, her parents take her outside. 
Fortunately, after the outside is almost covered with paint, a neighbor 
tells the family about a community mural project. Rosa joins in and at 
last has enough room to paint.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Realistic fi ction

Text Structure • Organized chronologically
• Problem introduced on the second page
• Repetition and expansion of problem

Content • Enthusiastic artist
• Humorous family story

Themes and Ideas • Finding outlets for artistic expression
• Problems can be solved with the help of others.
• Murals are cooperative artistic endeavors.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Amusing and extreme character
• Third person narrator

Sentence Complexity • Some longer, more complex sentences: Did you know that all the community center walls 
are being painted with murals? he asked.

• Split dialogue
Vocabulary • Some words related to art: paintbrush, museum, mural

Words • Mostly one and two syllable words
• Some multisyllable words: museum, community
• Some words with complex letter-sound relationships: neighbor, daughter

Illustrations • Illustrations communicate humor of text.
Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text; illustrations on every page

• Sentences carrying over two or three lines, sometimes beginning in middle of line
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Target Vocabulary

alone – by yourself, p. 2
hours – units of time equal to 60 

minutes, p. 2
museum – a building in which 

people can see important 
objects related to art, science, 
or history, p. 7

nursery – a baby’s or a young 
child’s bedroom, p. 4

real – something exists and is 
true, p. 8

shake – quickly move something 
back and forth, or up and 
down, p. 6

smooth – calm, gentle, and even, 
p. 4

whenever – any time or every 
time that something happens, 
p. 2

What Can Rosa Paint? by Jessica Quilty

Build Background
Help students build interest in this story by asking questions such as the following: Do 
you like to paint? What kinds of things do you like to paint? Read the title and author and 
talk about the cover illustration. Point out that the story is realistic fi ction. Ask children if 
they have ever seen a mural or have ever painted a mural.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that this is a story about a girl named Rosa who likes to paint so 
much, she never wants to stop. Draw attention to the opening sentence.
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. Read the fi rst two sentences: Rosa loved to 
paint. She would paint for hours and hours. Have you ever loved doing something 
so much you had trouble stopping?

Page 4: Explain that Rosa is always looking for new things to paint. When Rosa 
runs out of paper, she goes into her baby brother’s nursery and paints the walls 
and then the fl oors! How do her parents feel about her painting the walls of the 
nursery? How can you tell?

Page 7: Why do you think Rosa’s parents say, “Our house looks like an art 
museum”?

Now turn back to the beginning of the story and read to fi nd out what happens to 
Rosa.
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Read
As the children read What Can Rosa Paint?, observe them carefully. Guide them as 
needed, using language that supports their problem solving ability.

Remind children to use the Question Strategy  to ask questions about 
what they are reading.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the story.
Suggested language: Do you think this story could happen in real life? Why or why not?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Rosa loves to paint so much, 
she paints everything inside and 
outside her house.

• Her parents don’t know what she 
can paint next, but a neighbor 
tells them about a mural project 
at the community center.

• At last Rosa can keep busy 
painting.

• Artists need outlets for artistic 
expression.

• Problems can be solved with the 
help of others.

• Murals are cooperative artistic 
endeavors and a treasure for 
communities.

• The situation is exaggerated for 
humor.

• The dialogue sounds realistic 
even though elements of the plot 
are not.
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Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind them 

to pay attention to punctuation to help them read with expression.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the children’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Ask children to fi nd plurals in the story and determine how 
each word was changed to make it plural: add s: others/other, parents/parent; add –es: 
dishes/dish; glasses/glass.
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have children complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 12.8.

Responding
Have children complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Story Structure 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind children that they should think carefully about the 

setting, characters, and plot in a story. Model the skill, using this “Think Aloud”:

Think Aloud

The characters in this story are Rosa and her parents. The setting is their 
home and then the community center. The main problem is that Rosa 
can’t stop painting. How is the problem solved? Rosa gets a job painting 
murals on the walls at the community center. She can keep painting 
because there are so many walls!

Practice the Skill
Have children write two sentences about a problem and a solution in another book they 
have read.

Writing Prompt: Thinking About the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think about the text they refl ect back on the text. They think about the genre, the words the 
author uses, and how the story is organized.

Assessment Prompts
• What will Rosa probably do when she fi nishes painting the mural?

• Which word on page 2 means by herself?

4 Lesson 12: What Can Rosa Paint?Grade 2
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Read directions to children.

Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. What does Rosa paint after she paints the walls and 

the floors?

  

  

 2. How do you think Rosa’s parents really feel when 

they see that Rosa has painted the whole house?

  

  

  

 3. Do you think Rosa is perfect for the job at the 

community center?  Explain your answer.

  

  

  

Making Connections Rosa and Violet both love to do 
something all the time.  Would you like to do one thing  
all the time, or different things at different times?  Why?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Grade 2, Unit 3: Tell Me About It
 

Name  Date 
 Lesson 12

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 2 . 8

What Can Rosa Paint?
Think About It

Think About It

English Language Development
Reading Support Pair English-speaking and English language learners so that they 
can check their understanding with each other.

Idioms Help children understand that the idiomatic expression she had it covered means 
“she would take care of it”.

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their English 
profi ciency. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What does Rosa love to do?

Speaker 2: paint

Speaker 1: Where did she go when she 
ran out of paper?

Speaker 2: the nursery

Speaker 1: Who helped solve Rosa’s 
problem?

Speaker 2: The neighbor, Mr. Jones

Speaker 1: What did every mirror and 
window in the house get covered with?

Speaker 2: They got covered with paint.

Speaker 1: What did Rosa paint the 
mural on?

Speaker 2: She painted on a wall.

Speaker 1: What did Rosa paint 
outside the house?

Speaker 2: She painted the 
outside of the house and the 
mailbox, the front porch, and the 
steps.

Speaker 1: Where did Rosa have 
lots of room to paint?

Speaker 2: She had lots of room 
on the community center walls.

5 Lesson 12: What Can Rosa Paint?Grade 2
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Name  Date 

What Can Rosa Paint?
Thinking About the Text

Write a paragraph answering the following questions:

What parts of this story seem true to life? What parts seem like they would 
not happen in real life? Does the mix of real and fantasy details add to your 
enjoyment of the story? Why or why not? Use examples from the story in 
your answer.
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Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. What does Rosa paint after she paints the walls and 

the fl oors?

 2. How do you think Rosa’s parents really feel when 

they see that Rosa has painted the whole house?

 3. Do you think Rosa is perfect for the job at the

community center? Explain your answer.

 

Making Connections Rosa and Violet both love to do 
something all the time. Would you like to do one thing 
all the time, or different things at different times? Why?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 
 Lesson 12

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 2 . 8

What Can Rosa Paint?
Think About It
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13
78
8

Student  Date 
Lesson 12

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 2 . 1 2

What Can Rosa Paint?
Running Record Form

What Can Rosa Paint? • LEVEL J

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

4

Rosa loved to paint! She would paint for 

hours and hours. She would paint alone or with 

others. She would paint whenever and wherever 

she could. Rosa painted pictures of everything.

She painted pictures for everyone.

Rosa felt very strongly about painting. At 

first, her parents were excited that Rosa loved to 

paint so much. They were happy that she was 

having so much fun. But then Rosa ran out 

of paper.

Rosa didn’t think this was a problem. She 

looked around and saw lots of places she could 

paint.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/90 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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