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How Coyote Stole Fire
by Bo Grayson

Fountas-Pinnell Level K
Folktale
Selection Summary
The people get very cold in the winter because they have no fi re. 
Coyote feels sorry for them. He asks his friends Squirrel, Chipmunk, 
and Frog to help him steal fi re from the Fire Beings to give to the 
people. The animals work together and succeed, but they are marked 
forever by their experience with the fi re.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Folktale

Text Structure • Third-person narrative 
• Organized chronologically
• Cause-effect structure

Content • Reasons for physical attributes of coyotes, squirrels, chipmunks, and frogs
• Concept of otherworldly beings that are neither human nor animal
• How early people got fi re

Themes and Ideas • Heroes risk danger to help others.
• Folktales can explain natural events.
• Animals and humans need each other

Language and 
Literary Features

• All narration except one page of dialogue
• Native American trickster character: Coyote

Sentence Complexity • Some longer sentences with introductory phrases
Vocabulary • Name of mythological characters: Fire Beings

• Animal names: coyote, squirrel, chipmunk, frog
Words • Many high-frequency words

• Many two-syllable words, some diffi cult: embers, roaring, guarded, escaped, angry, 
noticed

Illustrations • Color illustrations on every page
Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text

• Abundant white space makes text easy to read.
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Target Vocabulary

brag – to talk too proudly about 
something, p. 9

curled – moved in the shape of a 
circle, p. 7

direction – the general way in 
which someone or something 
is moving, p. 7

healed – became well again after 
being sick or hurt, p. 10

height – the distance from 
the bottom to the top of 
something, p. 3

tease – to make fun of someone 
in a joking way, p. 10

toward – in the direction of, p. 3
tunnel – a route that is dug 

underground or through a hill, 
p. 3

How Coyote Stole Fire by Bo Grayson

Build Background
Discuss what life must have been like before people discovered fi re. Build interest by 
asking: How do you think early people kept warm before they had fi re? Read the title 
and author’s name and talk about the cover illustration. Tell children that this story is a 
Native American folktale with animal characters that act like people. Explain that like many 
folktales, it’s a story about how something came to be.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that this is a story about how Coyote helped people stay warm in 
the winter.
Suggested language: Look at page 2. In this picture Coyote is watching people 
and feeling sad for them. It’s cold, and they have no way to get warm. Coyote 
wants to help them.

Pages 3–4: Draw attention to the illustrations and explain that the yellow fl ame-like 
creatures are Fire Beings who are part of Navajo mythology. Do the Fire Beings 
look like people or like animals? They are not either one. These creatures keep the 
fi re that the people need. They live at a great height on the top of a mountain.

Page 6: What animals is Coyote talking to on this page? Coyote has a plan to trick 
the Fire Beings. He asks his friends Frog, Chipmunk, and Squirrel to help him.

Page 7: What is the Fire Being doing in this picture? What direction are Coyote 
and Squirrel running? They are running in the direction of where the people live.

Now turn back to the beginning and read the story to fi nd out if Coyote ever gets 
fi re for the people.

2 Lesson 9: How Coyote Stole FireGrade 2
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Read
Have children read How Coyote Stole Fire silently while you listen to individual children 
read. Support their problem solving and fl uency as needed.

Remind children to use the Summarize Strategy  from the last page and 
to stop to tell the important events as they read.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the story.
Suggested language: Coyote and his animal friends faced danger when they stole fi re for 
the people. Why do you think they did that?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, make sure children understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Coyote feels sorry for the people 
because they have no way to 
keep warm.

• Coyote and his friends steal 
fi re from the Fire Beings, even 
though it harms them.

• The people are thankful for fi re.

• Friends help friends.

• Some people help others even if 
it means putting themselves in 
danger.

• Folktales try to explain certain 
animal traits, such as why a frog 
has no tail.

• The story explains how 
something came to be.

• The story consists almost 
entirely of narration.

• The story could be used to teach 
children about how animals look.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind them 

to read with expression that show what is happening during the exciting parts of the 
story.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of children’s reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Give children practice in identifying story words with the long 
a sound spelled a_e, such as take (p. 4), made (p. 4), raced (p. 8), escaped (p. 9).
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 9.8.

Responding
Have children complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Understanding Characters 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind children that they can understand a 

character by paying attention to what the author tells us about what the character feels, 
says, and does. Model the skill, using “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

At the beginning of the story, Coyote sees that the people are cold in 
the winter, and he feels sorry for them and decides to help. He does a 
dangerous thing when he goes up the mountain to steal fi re. Coyote’s 
feelings tell the reader that he is a kind and courageous character.

Practice the Skill
Have children discuss words that describe Coyote. Have them use the words to fi ll in the 
“What I Know” section of the chart on page 11.

Writing Prompt: Thinking About the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think about the text, they refl ect back on the text. They notice and evaluate language, 
genre, literary devices, and how the text is organized.

Assessment Prompts
• What does the word noticed on page 10 mean?

• What caused the tip of Coyote’s tail to turn white?
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Read directions to children.

Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Why do the people need fire?

  

   

 2. Why does Coyote hide when he reaches the top of 

the mountain? 

  

  

 3. What do you think would have happened if Coyote 

had not stolen the fire?  Explain your answer. 

  

  

  

Making Connections Think about what happened to 
Chipmunk in the stories How Coyote Stole Fire and How 
Chipmunk Got His Stripes.  How were Chipmunk’s stripes 
formed in each story?  Can you think of another story telling 
why a chipmunk has stripes?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Grade 2, Unit 2: Nature Watch
 

Name  Date 
 Lesson 9

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  9 . 8

How Coyote Stole Fire
Think About It

Think About It

English Language Development
Reading Support Make sure the text matches the student’s reading level. Language 
and content should be accessible with regular teaching support.

Cognates Point out the English/Spanish cognates tunnel/ túnel (page 3); direction/ 
dirección (page 7).

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their English 
profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Who is the main character 
in the story?

Speaker 2: The main character is 
Coyote.

Speaker 1: Why is Coyote sorry for the 
people?

Speaker 2: He is sorry for them 
because they are cold.

Speaker 1: What does Coyote decide to 
do to help the people?

Speaker 2: He decides to steal fi re from 
the Fire Beings.

Speaker 1: Whom does Coyote ask to 
help him steal fi re?

Speaker 2: He asks his friends Frog, 
Chipmunk, and Squirrel.

Speaker 1: What happens to 
Coyote, Frog, Chipmunk, and 
Squirrel when the Fire Beings 
chase them?

Speaker 2: The tip of Coyote’s tail 
turns white, Frog loses his tail, 
Chipmunk gets three stripes on 
his back, and Squirrel’s tail curls 
up.
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Name  Date 

How Coyote Stole Fire
Thinking About the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one paragraph.

What do you think of the animals in the story? How do the animals treat 
each other? How do they treat the people? Use details from the story to 
explain your answer.
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Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Why do the people need fi re?

 2. Why does Coyote hide when he reaches the top of 

the mountain? 

 3. What do you think would have happened if Coyote 

had not stolen the fi re? Explain your answer. 

Making Connections Think about what happened to 
Chipmunk in the stories How Coyote Stole Fire and How 
Chipmunk Got His Stripes. How were Chipmunk’s stripes 
formed in each story? Can you think of another story telling 
why a chipmunk has stripes?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 
 Lesson 9

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  9 . 8

How Coyote Stole Fire
Think About It
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How Coyote Stole Fire
Running Record Form

How Coyote Stole Fire • LEVEL K
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Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

Long ago people had no fire. In the winter, 

the wind was cold and snow fell. The people 

could not get warm.

Coyote saw that the people were cold and he 

wanted to help them.

Coyote knew that the Fire Beings lived at 

the top of a mountain. They kept fire there. 

The top of the mountain was at a great 

height. But Coyote knew that fire could keep 

the people warm. So he went slowly toward the 

top of the mountain. When he reached the top, 

he crept close to the fire. Then he dug a tunnel 

and hid.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/100 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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