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The Life of Jack London
by Rebecca Wagner

Fountas-Pinnell Level T
Biography
Selection Summary
Jack London is a famous writer best known for his book The Call of 
the Wild. However, London was not always a success. This biography 
details the trials and tribulations that London endured in his quest to 
become an accomplished writer.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Biography

Text Structure • Third-person narrative 
• Events told in sequential order
• Table of contents

Content • Jack London’s pursuit of success
• How London survived hard times
• The adventures in Jack London’s life

Themes and Ideas • Through hard work, one can achieve one’s goals.
• Life can be full of adversities to overcome.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Setting is historical 
• Figurative language: Riding the Rails 

Sentence Complexity • A mixture of short and complex sentence structures
• Multiple items in series
• Questions and exclamations

Vocabulary • Some geography-related terms, some of which may be unfamiliar, such as Yukon and 
Klondike River

Words • Many multisyllable words some of them challenging, such as desperate, temperature, and 
avalanche

Illustrations • Historical photos support the text
Book and Print Features • Twelve pages of text with photographs on most pages

• Map; Timeline
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Target Vocabulary

contested – to compete in 
something 

culprit – a person who is guilty 
of doing something wrong , 
p. 12

deprived – to prevent a person 
from having something 

employed – to pay someone to 
work for you, p. 7

grimly – gloomy, stern, and 
unpleasant, p. 6

mentor – somebody who advises 
and guides a younger person, 
p. 9

miraculous – amazing 
pursuit – an activity, hobby, or 

interest, p. 9
scholastic – having to do with an 

education, p. 9
tumult – loud noise and 

confusion 

The Life of Jack London by Rebecca Wagner

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of the Gold Rush and Alaska to visualize the biography. 
Build interest by asking questions such as the following: What do you think stories about 
the Gold Rush would be like? What would be some of the dangers of living in the Yukon? 
Read the title and author and talk about the cover photograph. Tell students that this 
selection is a biography, so it is about the events in an actual person’s life.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 3: Explain that this biography is about a man named Jack London, a famous 
writer during the days of the Gold Rush in Canada. Have students look at the map. 
Point out the Canadian Yukon. Suggested language: Jack London had to travel 
far to the north to reach the Yukon from California. Ask: Why do you think Jack 
London wanted to travel so far from home?

Page 6: Have students look at the picture. Tell them that many children in the late 
1800s had to leave school and go to work to earn money for their families. Ask: 
How do you think children would have been affected by working at such a young 
age?

Page 7: Jack was employed in different types of jobs. He preferred employment 
that offered adventure, like working on a seal-hunting ship. Ask: How do you think 
his jobs might have infl uenced his writing?

Pages 10–11: Invite students to look at the photographs and discuss what living 
conditions must have been like during the Klondike Gold Rush.

Now turn back to the beginning of the biography and read to fi nd out about Jack 
London’s life.

2 Lesson 2: The Life of Jack LondonGrade 6
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed.

Remind students to use the Infer/Predict Strategy  and to use text clues 
to fi gure out what the author means or what might happen in the future.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the biography. 
Suggested language: How did Jack London use the challenges in his life to accomplish 
his dreams? Do you think Jack London had a good life? Why or why not?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Jack London worked hard to 
pursue and accomplish his 
dreams.

• Jack London grew up in a 
diffi cult time in the United States, 
where people had to work hard 
and provide for their families.

• Jack London proved that 
determination can help you 
achieve your goals.

• Through hard work, one can 
achieve one’s goals.

• Life can bring about many 
adversities.

• The clothing and scenery in the 
photos help the reader visualize 
the time period.

• The timeline helps readers 
understand the sequence of 
events in Jack London’s life.

• The author includes lots of 
details that provide historical 
information.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text to act out for a readers’ 

theater. Remind them to pay attention to punctuation, and to use the descriptive words 
of the scenes in order to convey the events of the biography.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind students that adding common suffi xes such as –ed, 
–y, –ous, and –ly to a word changes the meaning and creates a new word. Examples 
from the text include employed (page 7), lucky (page 10), dangerous, and deadly 
(page 11). Ask students to search the text for other words that use these suffi xes.

3 Lesson 2: The Life of Jack LondonGrade 6
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 2.7.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book, using their Reader’s 
Notebook. Use the instruction below as needed to reinforce or extend understanding 
of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Author’s Purpose 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that they can use text details to fi gure 

out the author’s viewpoint and reasons for writing a biography. Model how to add details 
to the Graphic Organizer, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

Page 7 describes how Jack’s sailing adventures helped him write a story 
that won fi rst prize in a writing contest. This event infl uenced his success 
as a writer. Include that detail in the graphic organizer as contributing 
to the author’s purpose of showing how Jack London’s experiences 
infl uenced his writing.

Practice the Skill
Have students share an example of another selection in which the author’s purpose was 
to show how a person worked hard to achieve his or her goals.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use their personal knowledge to reach new understandings.

Assessment Prompts
• Choose one word that best describes how Jack London felt about writing. Use 

examples from the biography to support your thinking.

• Jack London was able to write tales of adventure. If he had not had the life that he did, 
do you think that he would have been able to write such convincing stories? Why or 
why not?

• Complete this sentence in your own words: This biography was most likely written to 

________________________________________________________________.
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What made Jack London decide to go to 

the Yukon?

 

 

 2. Think within the text List one of the life experiences that London 

used in his writing.

 

 

 3. Think beyond the text Do you think both dogs and people can be 

heroes?  Explain your answer.

 

 

 

 4. Think about the text Why do you think the author tells about London’s 

struggle and hardships?

 

 

 

Making Connections Think of something you had to work hard to 
accomplish.  Describe your struggle, and explain how you fi nally 
succeeded.

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

The Life of Jack London
Critical Thinking

Lesson 2
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 . 7

Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Grade 6, Unit 1: Finding Your Voice

Name  Date 

9

He thought he would � nd gold and adventure. 

He used his train travels across the country.

Yes, I think both dogs and people can be heroes. Animals and 

people save and help others each day. 

Even after he was rejected, London kept trying. The author wanted 

to show that hard work and persistence pay off.

Possible responses shown.

02.07_6_246260RNLEAN_Crtl Thk.in9   9 12/9/09   10:18:11 PM

First Pass

English Language Development
Reading Support Check regularly on students’ oral reading to determine accuracy, 
fl uency, and comprehension.

Idioms The text includes many idioms that might be unfamiliar. Explain the meaning of 
expressions such as screamed the news (page 3) and fi lled his head (page 10).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Who is this biography 
about?

Speaker 2: Jack London

Speaker 1: What was London’s goal in 
life?

Speaker 2: to be a writer

Speaker 1: What did London write?

Speaker 2: adventure stories

Speaker 1: Why did Jack have to work at 
such a young age?

Speaker 2: He came from a poor family 
that needed money.

Speaker 1: Where did London travel to 
in search of gold?

Speaker 2: London traveled to the 
Canadian Yukon.

Speaker 1: How did Jack London’s 
life infl uence his writing?

Speaker 2: London turned 
the events of his life into 
adventurous stories that became 
very popular with readers.

5 Lesson 2: The Life of Jack LondonGrade 6
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Name  Date 

The Life of Jack London
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs. 

Remember that when you think beyond the text, you use your personal 
knowledge to reach new understandings. 

Determination is one of the themes of this biography. How did Jack London 
demonstrate determination? What do his actions show about the importance 
of determination? Give examples from the text to support your ideas.

6 Lesson 2: The Life of Jack LondonGrade 6
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What made Jack London decide to go to 

the Yukon?

 

 

 2. Think within the text List one of the life experiences that London 

used in his writing.

 

 

 3. Think beyond the text Do you think both dogs and people can be 

heroes?  Explain your answer.

 

 

 

 4. Think about the text Why do you think the author tells about London’s 

struggle and hardships?

 

 

 

Making Connections Think of something you had to work hard to 
accomplish.  Describe your struggle, and explain how you fi nally 
succeeded.

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

7 Lesson 2: The Life of Jack LondonGrade 6
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Student  Date 

The Life of Jack London
Running Record Form

Lesson 2
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 . 1 1

The Life of Jack London • LEVEL T
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Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

7 When Jack was 16, he met some sailors from a seal-hunting 

ship. He decided to join them for a seven-month voyage to the 

Sea of Japan. He was excited to become a “real” sailor on the 

open seas. 

Jack’s adventure inspired his first writing success. After he 

returned home, he heard about a writing contest. A newspaper 

was offering a $25 prize for the best article by a young writer. 

Jack decided to enter.

Jack wrote about a big storm that hit while he was at sea.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/89 × 100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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