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SAMPLE
To the Student
In the spring of 2012, the state of Texas began to phase out the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and 
Skills (TAKS) test and phase in the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) test. 
STAAR is designed to test your readiness for high school. The Holt McDougal STAAR Test Prep Kit 
will prepare you for the STAAR test and help you pass it.

From TAKS to STAAR
The switch from TAKS to STAAR is being done to help you and all Texas students be successful as 
you continue your education. The switch also will help you be more competitive with other students, 
both nationally and internationally, when you enter into a career. The STAAR tests for grades 3–8 will 
cover the same subjects as the previous TAKS tests, including social studies at grade 8.

The chart below shows how STAAR will replace TAKS over several years, from 2012–2015.

2011–2012 2012–2013 2013–2014 2014–2015

Grades 
3–8

STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR

Grade 9 STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR

Grade 10 TAKS STAAR STAAR STAAR

Grade 11 TAKS TAKS STAAR STAAR

Grade 12 TAKS TAKS TAKS STAAR

To the Student
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SAMPLE
Holt McDougal STAAR Test Prep Kit
The Holt McDougal STAAR Test Prep Kit includes three components that prepare you to take and 
pass the STAAR test. These components are the Test Prep Support Book, ExamView Test Items,  
and Flashcards.

 1. The Test Prep Support Book includes two main sections:

•  The TEKS Test Prep Support lists the full text of each Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS) student expectations. These are the standards that the STAAR questions cover. If you 
understand the TEKS, you can better understand what the questions that cover it are asking. 
So each TEKS is followed by a section called What does it mean? This paragraph clearly 
explains the meaning of the TEKS student expectation. Then two practice test questions help 
you see how that expectation, or standard, is covered in the questions. The answers are 
underlined. These questions aren’t supposed to test your knowledge. They just give you an 
idea of the kinds of questions that might be asked on the STAAR test to cover that standard. 
They also get you comfortable with the format of the STAAR test.

•  Two full-length Texas STAAR Practice Tests help you become more comfortable with the 
STAAR format and with taking the actual test. These Practice Tests are set up like the STAAR 
test. These exact questions will not be on the STAAR test, but they cover the same topics  
and skills.

 2. An ExamView Test Bank provides all of the Test Prep Support questions and the Practice Test 
questions in an editable format. If certain topics or TEKS are giving you trouble, you can create a 
practice test that includes test items for those topics or TEKS. 

 3. The STAAR Flashcards consist of a set of 26 cards for grade 8. The flashcards are in a 
PowerPoint format. Each card includes a question on one side and the answer on the other. The 
questions cover the major content areas that will be covered by the STAAR test. Using the 
flashcards can be a fun way to quiz yourself and others.

Using all three components of the Holt McDougal STAAR Test Prep Kit helps prepare you for the 
STAAR test and for the future.

To the Student
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How STAAR Differs from TAKS
Here are the major ways in which STAAR differs from TAKS for the grade 8 social studies test:

•  Test items “dig deeper” into what you know, or should know. Sometimes this means the questions 
are more difficult than before. The questions test fewer skills but test them more completely

•  The total number of test items has increased.

•  Process skills are tested in the same questions that test the content standards. For example, a 
question might ask you to interpret a graph (process) as well as the information on that graph 
(content).

•  The test is weighted in favor of “readiness standards.” These standards are “the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) student expectations that are not only essential for success in the 
current grade or course but also important for preparedness in the next grade or course.” The 
supporting standards address content specific to the course.

•  The STAAR test consists of 52 questions covering the four reporting categories: Category 1 History; 
Category 2 Geography and Culture; Category 3 Government and Citizenship; and Category 4 
Economics, Science, Technology, and Society. Of those 52 questions, 20 cover standards in 
Category 1, with an emphasis on readiness standards. Categories 2 and 3 have 12 questions for 
each and Category 4 is addressed by 8 questions. In each of these cases, the focus is on  
readiness standards.

•  The test has a four-hour time limit. Previous tests had no time limits.

To the Student
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How STAAR Differs from TAKS
Here are the major ways in which STAAR differs from TAKS for the Grade 10 World History test:

•  Test items are more rigorous. They “dig deeper” into what you know, or should know. Sometimes this 
means the questions are more difficult than before. The questions test fewer skills but test them more 
completely.

•  The total number of test items has increased.

•  Process skills are tested in the same questions that test the content standards. For example, a 
question might ask you to interpret a graph (process) as well as the information on that graph 
(content).

•  The test is weighted in favor of “readiness standards.” These standards are “the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) student expectations that are not only essential for success in the 
current grade or course but also important for preparedness in the next grade or course.” The 
supporting standards address content specific to the course.

•  The STAAR test consists of 68 questions covering the five reporting categories: Category 1 History 
8000 BC to AD 1750; Category 2 History 1750 to the Present; Category 3 Geography and Culture; 
Category 4 Government and Citizenship; and Category 5 Economics, Science, Technology, and 
Society. Of those 68 questions, 18 cover standards in Category 1, with an emphasis on readiness 
standards. Category 2 is addressed by 20 questions, and Categories 3, 4, and 5 have 10 questions 
for each. In each of these cases, the focus is on readiness standards.

•  The test will assess only the TEKS for World History, not for multiple courses.

•  The test has a four-hour time limit.

•  Your score on the test will count 15 percent towards your final grade for World History.

To the Student
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SAMPLE
Name  Date 

TEKS Test Prep Support
G R A D E  8  S O C I A L  S T U D I E S

TEKS Test Prep Support
TEKS 14B
Describe the characteristics and the benefits of the U.S. free enterprise system during the 18th 
and 19th centuries.

What does it mean? 
The War of 1812 blocked America’s access to foreign goods. This helped spur demand for American-
made goods and lay the foundation for free enterprise in the country. Aided by the new technologies 
and processes of the Industrial Revolution, such as mass production and the factory system, American 
businesses responded to this demand by supplying new goods. Following the war, eager 
businesspeople prepared to lead the United States into a period of industrial growth. This supporting 
standard asks you to describe the free enterprise system that developed in the United States in the 
late 1700s and 1800s and describe its benefits.

Practice Test Items

 99 The process of mass production helped 
manufacturers provide the benefits of free 
enterprise by —

A employing large numbers of artisans to 
create products 

B introducing protective tariffs to control 
foreign competition

C allowing for the efficient production of 
large amounts of identical goods to 
meet customer demand

D requiring the development of labor 
unions to protect the rights of factory 
workers

TEKS 14B

 100 The War of 1812 helped spur the 
development of the free enterprise system 
in the United States by —

A increasing the profits of American 
factories, which encouraged 
investment in new factories

B convincing the government to establish 
tariffs on the export of American goods 
to foreign countries

C increasing the demand for foreign 
goods

D acquiring new lands for westward 
expansion, which in turn created new 
markets

TEKS 14B

GO ON

 52 
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SAMPLE
Name  Date 

TEKS Test Prep Support
G r a D e  8  s o c i a l  s t u D i e s

TEKS Test Prep Support
TEKS 15C
Identify colonial grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence and explain how those 
grievances were addressed in the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

What does it mean? 
The colonists outlined their grievance against King George III in the Declaration of Independence. The 
framers of the Constitution kept these grievances in mind when they formed the new government. This 
readiness standard asks you to identify how the grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence 
are addressed in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

Practice Test Items
 105 

Grievance listed in 
Declaration of Independence

“quartering large numbers of 
troops among us”

Addressed in  
Bill of Rights

 ?

  Which of the following best completes the chart above?

A First Amendment C Third Amendment

B Second Amendment D Fourth Amendment

TEKS 15C, TEKS 29B

 106 

The Congress shall have Power to lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts, 

and Excises.

—U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 8 

  This article of the U.S. Constitution address the “taxation without representation” grievance in the 
Declaration of Independence because —

A the president can veto taxes C taxes have to be ratified by the people

B federal courts can overturn taxes D Congress is elected by the people

TEKS 15C, TEKS 29B

GO ON

 55 
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SAMPLE
Name  Date 

Practice Test 2
 1 

  Which of the following describes physical characteristics that might explain the differences in 
economic activities in the North and South shown on the map?

A The invention of the cotton gin increased cotton production in the South.

B The South’s warm climate and long growing season favored agriculture; the North’s many 

rivers, ports, and resources such as coal and iron favored manufacturing.

C The Industrial Revolution increased manufacturing in the North.

D The South’s reliance on slave labor was not well suited to manufacturing; the North’s 
reliance on wage labor made large-scale farmer expensive.

Texas STAAR Practice Test
G R A D E  8  S O C I A L  S T U D I E S

GO ON
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Name  Date 

 5 Among the grievances against King George III listed in the Declaration of Independence is that 
he imposed taxes without the consent of the colonists. Which of the following diagrams shows 
how the U.S. Constitution addressed this grievance?

A 

B 

C 

D 

 6 Which of the following statements is true about the effects of the War of 1812?

A The War of 1812 resulted in the United States becoming more dependent on 
manufactured goods from Great Britain.

B U.S. manufacturing declined in the early 1800s because of the War of 1812.

C Victory in the War of 1812 nearly doubled the size of the United States.

D The War of 1812 helped free enterprise develop by increasing factory profits, which 
investors used to build more factories.

Texas STAAR Practice Test
G r a D e  8  s o c i a l  s t u D i e s

The people elect the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court rules on taxes.

The people elect the president. The president imposed taxes.

The people elect members of Congress. Congress passes taxes.

Congress passes taxes. States can nullify federal taxes.

GO ON
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