
Number of Words: 1,003

L E S S O N  2 9  T E A C H E R ’ S  G U I D E

Wali Dad’s Gifts
by Carl Murano

Fountas-Pinnell Level P
Folktale
Selection Summary
Wali Dad, the grass cutter, likes his simple life. With coins to spare, he 
buys a gold bracelet and asks a merchant to take it to the princess in 
the east. She sends back silks, which Wali Dad sends to the prince in 
the west. They come to meet Wali Dad, and fall in love.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Folktale

Text Structure • Third-person narrative
• Plot proceeds in sequence to the end
• Predictable ending (prince and princess fall in love)

Content • Pleasures of a simple life 
• Riches appreciated by royalty, but not ordinary folk
• Generosity without expecting anything in return

Themes and Ideas • Too much money can cause problems.
• Princes and princesses are used to gifts and riches.
• Sometimes good deeds have unintended consequences.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Traditional language 
• Traditional characters (princess, prince, poor man, merchant) 

Sentence Complexity • Medium to long simple sentences, many with phrases: In exchange for all his coins, Wali 
Dad bought a beautiful gold bracelet from the jeweler.

• Compound and complex sentences. Examples: The prince was pleased with the silks, but 
he insisted on sending Wali Dad a gift in return.

Vocabulary • Many vivid verbs, some of which might not be familiar, such as startled, tossed, pleaded, 
dismayed, insisted, signaled, inform

Words • Two- and three-syllable words: intention, solution, routine, humble, journey
Illustrations • Colorful drawings support the text.

Book and Print Features • Thirteen pages of text; illustrations on every page
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Expand Your Vocabulary

dismayed – caused to lose 
courage or feel concern, p. 10

earnings – money received as 
wages, p. 2

intention – a determination to act 
in a certain way, p. 9

merchant – a storekeeper or 
seller of goods, p. 4

pleaded – begged, p. 9
splendid – impressive in beauty, 

grandeur, or excellence, p. 7

Wali Dad’s Gifts by Carl Murano

Build Background
Help children use their knowledge of folktales to build interest in the story. Ask questions 
such as the following: What stories do you know in which common people get involved 
with kings and queens or princes and princesses? How do the stories usually begin? 
How do they usually end? Read the title and author and talk about the cover illustration. 
Tell children that this story is a folktale, a kind of story that is passed from generation to 
generation over many, many years.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that this is a story about a man named Wali Dad, who lives in a 
simple mud hut. His life gets very complicated when he gives someone a valuable 
present.
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. Read the sentence: After he bought food and 
clothing, he saved the rest of his earnings in a clay pot he kept under his bed. Wali 
Dad did not need to buy much, so he was able to save a lot of his earnings from 
his job.

Page 4: Look at the illustration. Wali Dad is in the shop of a merchant. What are 
some things that the merchant sells in his shop? Why do you think Wali Dad is 
buying a bracelet?

Page 9: Have children follow along as you read the sentence: Wali Dad had no 
intention of keeping the mules and the silver, but again he had a solution. An 
intention is a determination to act in a certain way. What was Wali Dad’s intention? 
What was he determined to do? Who do you think has given him the mules and 
silver? There is a hint in the picture.

Now turn back to the beginning of the story and read to fi nd out what happens to 
the gifts Wali Dad gives and the gifts he receives.

2 Lesson 29: Wali Dad’s GiftsGrade 2
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Read
Have children read Wali Dad’s Gifts silently while you listen to individual children read. 
Support their problem solving and fl uency as needed.

Remind children to use the Summarize Strategy  and to stop to tell 
important events as they read. 

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the story.
Suggested language: How do you think Wali Dad feels at the end of the story? How 
would you feel?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Wali Dad sends a gold bracelet 
to the princess. 

• She sends a fi ner gift in return. 
Wali Dad sends it to the prince.

• Wali Dad does not want the gifts 
that the prince and princess 
send.

• The prince and princess meet at 
Wali Dad’s house and fall in love.

• Riches can be a burden.

• You don’t need riches to be 
happy. A simple life is best.

• Sometimes people are generous 
and do not expect anything in 
return.

• Getting involved with other 
people can get complicated and 
have unexpected consequences.

• The story is a folktale, with 
characters that are identifi ed 
by what they are (merchant, 
princess, prince, simple man). 
Only the main character has a 
name.

• The plot of the story is a circle. 
Wali Dad ends up exactly as he 
starts out.

• The author succeeded in his 
purpose to entertain the reader 
with a humorous folktale.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind them 

to demonstrate fl uency and show meaning by pausing where appropriate and using 
good intonation.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the children’s reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind children that homographs are words that have 
multiple meanings. Some homographs look the same and sound the same (rest, p. 2; 
fi ne, p. 6). Some homographs look the same but sound different (live, p. 2; present, p. 
5; use, p. 6).
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have children complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 29.9.

Responding
Have children complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Understanding Characters 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind children that they can understand 

story characters by thinking about the character’s actions and what they show. Model the 
skill, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

After Wali Dad’s hut is turned into a palace, he sets out to leave it. What 
does this show about Wali Dad? I think it shows that he is humble. He 
knows that he is happy living a simple life. He does not want wealth or 
luxury.

Practice the Skill
Have children choose another folktale and share an example of how thinking about a 
character’s action and what it shows helped them understand the character.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use what they know and their own experience to think about 
what happens in the story.

Assessment Prompts
• Which words on page 4 help the reader understand the meaning of the word 

merchant? 

• How does Wali Dad change at the end of the story? 
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Read directions to children.

Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. What do the prince and princess do when Wali Dad 

sends them gifts?

  

  

 2. As the story ends, why do you think the author tells 

you that Wali Dad never sent the princess and prince 

another gift?

  

  

 3. How is this story like other folktales you have read?

  

  

  

Making Connections Do you think Wali Dad would like to  
live where you live today?  Explain why or why not.

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 

Grade 2, Unit 6: What a Surprise!
 

 Lesson 29
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 9 . 9

Wali Dad’s Gifts 
Think About It

Think About It

English Language Development
Reading Support Make sure the text matches the children’s reading level. Language 
and content should be accessible with regular teaching support.

Cognates Point out the Spanish-English cognates contained (page 3) and contenía.

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Where does Wali Dad live?

Speaker 2: in a mud hut

Speaker 1: What is the fi rst thing that 
Wali Dad buys?

Speaker 2: a gold bracelet

Speaker 1: Who carries Wali Dad’s 
gifts?

Speaker 2: the merchant

Speaker 1: What are the only things Wali 
Dad buys for himself?

Speaker 2: He buys food and clothing.

Speaker 1: Why does Wali Dad decide to 
buy a bracelet?

Speaker 2: He has a lot of money that he 
does not need.

Speaker 1: Why does Wali Dad 
keep sending gifts? What does 
he hope will happen each time he 
sends a gift?

Speaker 2: He wants to get rid of 
money and goods that he does 
not need. He wants to remain a 
simple man with a simple life.

5 Lesson 29: Wali Dad’s GiftsGrade 2
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Name  Date 

Wali Dad’s Gifts
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs. 

The princess was pleased when Wali Dad sent the bracelet. Then things 
changed. On page 9, the author writes, “Now the princess wanted to stop 
Wali Dad from sending more gifts.” Why do you think she wanted the gifts 
to stop? How did she try to get Wali Dad to stop sending gifts? Was that a 
good plan? Use details from the story to support your thinking.

6 Lesson 29: Wali Dad’s GiftsGrade 2
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Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. What do the prince and princess do when Wali Dad 

sends them gifts?

 2. As the story ends, why do you think the author tells 

you that Wali Dad never sent the princess and prince 

another gift?

 3. How is this story like other folktales you have read?

Making Connections Do you think Wali Dad would like to 
live where you live today? Explain why or why not.

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 
 Lesson 29
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Wali Dad’s Gifts 
Think About It
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Wali Dad’s Gifts
Running Record Form

Wali Dad’s Gifts • LEVEL P

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

12

13

As Wali Dad walked down the road, he saw 

two women dressed in golden robes. 

“Why are you leaving your home?” they asked. 

Wali Dad told the women the story of the 

gifts. He told them how he could not welcome the 

princess to his humble hut. He explained that the 

only solution was for him to leave his home.

The two women did not agree. They turned 

Wali Dad’s old clothes into a brand-new suit. 

They turned his mud hut into a palace. 

Just then the princess arrived from the east.

And the prince arrived from the west, as he wanted 

to meet the giver of the gifts, too.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/110 × 100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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