
Number of Words: 370

L E S S O N  2 7  T E A C H E R ’ S  G U I D E
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Fountas-Pinnell Level I
Nonfiction
Selection Summary
A fossil is something left behind by an animal or a plant that lived 
long ago. Dinosaur fossils may be footprints, which give scientists 
clues about how the dinosaur moved. Dinosaurs also left behind 
fossils of eggs and nests, and fossil bones that can be made into 
a skeleton to display in a museum.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Nonfi ction

Text Structure • Introductory and fi nal pages addressed to reader, “you”
• Main-idea/supporting-details structure

Content • Kinds of dinosaur fossils
• Scientists’ work

Themes and Ideas • Fossils come in different forms.
• Scientists use fossils to fi gure out what dinosaurs were like.
• Museum visitors like to learn about dinosaur fossils. 

Language and 
Literary Features

• Mix of second-person and third-person points of view
• Some repetition of sentence structure: Sometimes only egg fossils are found. Sometimes 

only nest fossils are found.
Sentence Complexity • Sentences with phrases and clauses

• Most sentences under 15 words
• Example of longer sentence: By looking at a footprint fossil, scientists can tell if a 

dinosaur walked on two legs or four legs.
• Verb phrases, such as: might have growled

Vocabulary • Words central to understanding: fossil, dinosaur, scientists, study, skeleton, museum
Words • Mostly one- and two-syllable words

• Word with suffi xes: carefully
Illustrations • Photographs, some with labels

Book and Print Features • Nine pages, with photo below text on each page
• Each sentence begins on a new line.
• Mostly two-line sentences
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Target Vocabulary

amazed — very surprised, p. 2
discovered — found something 

not known before, p. 3
exact — completely correct, p. 7

explained — described 
something in a simple way so 
that others could understand 
it, p. 10

growled — made a deep, low 
noise, p. 3

guard — to carefully watch or 
protect something, p. 9

remove — to take something out 
of or away from a place, p. 8

souvenirs — things people buy 
to remind them of a place or 
an event, p. 10

Dinosaur Fossils by Karen J. Rothbardt

Build Background
Help children use their knowledge of dinosaurs. Build interest by asking questions such 
as the following: If you found a bone buried in the ground, would you think it came from 
a dinosaur? Why or why not? Read the title and author. Have children point out details in 
the cover photograph.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas and nonfi ction features. Help 
with unfamiliar language and vocabulary so that they can read the text successfully. Give 
special attention to target vocabulary. Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Tell children that this book shows how scientists fi gure out facts about 
dinosaurs.
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. The girls in the photo would probably be 
amazed if they found a bone inside a rock. Why would they be so surprised? How 
might they act?

Page 3: Have children read the photo label with you. Explain that a fossil is left 
behind from something that lived millions of years ago, and that fossils are often 
discovered in rock. How do you think fossils like this one are discovered?

Page 7: Turn to page 7. Fossil dinosaur eggs have been found, and sometimes 
scientists fi nd a whole nest of eggs. If scientists fi nd a nest, they can count the 
exact number of eggs that a dinosaur laid. Can you tell the exact number of eggs 
in the nest in the picture? Why or why not?

Page 8: Use the photo on page 8 to point out how carefully and patiently scientists 
must work to remove fossils from the earth. Do you think it would be interesting 
work to remove fossils from the earth? Why or why not?

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to fi nd out more about 
dinosaur fossils.

2 Lesson 27: Dinosaur FossilsGrade 2
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Read
As the children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem-solving ability.

Remind children to use the Question Strategy , and stop to ask 
themselves questions about what they are reading.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the book.
Suggested language: What did you learn about dinosaur fossils?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Dinosaurs left behind fossil 
footprints, eggs, nests, and 
bones.

• Scientists study the fossils to 
learn how dinosaurs lived.

• Dinosaur bones are put together 
to make a skeleton for a 
museum display.

• We know about dinosaurs only 
because we have found fossils 
from them.

• Many fossils are buried and have 
to be dug out of earth or stone.

• Fossils have clues in them that 
scientists can fi gure out.

• It would be very exciting to fi nd 
a dinosaur fossil.

• The author wants readers to 
imagine fi nding a fossil.

• The photos help readers 
understand what the text says.

• The author’s attitude is that 
dinosaur fossils offer fascinating 
information about the lives of 
these creatures from long ago.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind them 

to use punctuation to help them group words.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the children’s reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind children that when they see a long word, they can try 
breaking it apart into syllables. They can say the word syllable by syllable and then say 
the whole word. List these words from the book for children to break into syllables: 
fossil (fos/sil); suppose (sup/pose); study (stud/y); exact (ex/act).
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Writing about Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Have children complete the Vocabulary questions on BLM 27.1.

Responding
Have children complete the vocabulary activities on page 11. Remind them to answer the 
Word Teaser on page 12. (Answer: discovered)

Reading Nonfi ction
Nonfiction Features: Photos Remind children that nonfi ction has many features to 
help readers fi nd and understand important information. Explain that nonfi ction books 
often have photos, and the photos are chosen carefully to help readers understand the 
information.

Tell children that readers can look closely at photos to see details that add to the 
information in the text.

Use the photo on page 5 to point out that the scientist is doing something with dinosaur 
footprints. Have children describe what they see. (a brush in her hand, a container of 
liquid) Ask for ideas about what she might be doing. Then explain that the scientist is 
pouring a liquid into the footprints. The liquid will turn hard, and she will have a solid cast, 
or model, to remove and study. 

Have children use the photograph on page 6 to answer this question: What can you 
understand by seeing the egg fossil held in someone’s hands? (how big it is, what its 
shape is)

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6.

Assessment Prompts
• Complete this sentence: On page 8, the word remove means ____________________.

• On page 9, which words help readers understand the meaning of guards?
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Read directions to children.

Target Vocabulary
Write the Target Vocabulary word that means the 
opposite of each word or phrase.  

 1. close to  exact 

 2. not surprised  amazed 

 3. hid  discovered 

 4. cried softly  growled 

 5. put in  remove 

Use a Target Vocabulary word to complete each sentence.

 6. The teacher explained  how to solve the problem.

 7. The guard  watched the door carefully.

 8. I bought some souvenirs  in the gift shop.

amazed
discovered
exact
explained
growled
guard
remove
souvenirs

Vocabulary

Name  Date 

Grade 2, Unit 6: What a Surprise!3

Lesson 27
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First Pass

English Language Development
Reading Support Help children compose a group summary that includes sentences 
telling what fossils are, what kinds of dinosaur fossils have been found, and where people 
can see dinosaur skeletons.

Cognates Point out that the English word discover is like the Spanish verb descubrir.

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Point to a footprint.

Speaker 2: (points, may say, This is a 
footprint.)

Speaker 1: Point to the eggs.

Speaker 2: (points, may say, These are 
the eggs.)

Speaker 1: Point to the dinosaur 
skeleton.

Speaker 2: (points, may say, This is the 
dinosaur skeleton.)

Speaker 1: How do we know about the 
size of dinosaurs’ feet?

Speaker 2: We can see fossil footprints 
from dinosaurs.

Speaker 1: How do we know that 
dinosaurs laid eggs?

Speaker 2: People have found fossil 
nests with eggs.

Speaker 1: What kinds of dinosaur 
fossils have scientists found?

Speaker 2: They have found 
footprints, eggs, nests, and 
bones.

Speaker 1: What can scientists tell 
by looking at dinosaur bones?

Speaker 2: They can tell the size 
of the dinosaur. They can tell 
what it ate and how it moved.

5 Lesson 27: Dinosaur FossilsGrade 2
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Name  Date 

Dinosaur Fossils
Thinking Beyond the Text

Read the paragraph below. Then write your questions and answers on the 
lines.

Imagine you have a chance to interview a scientist who studies dinosaur 
fossils. Write three questions to ask. Then use the details in the book to 
answer the questions.
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Target Vocabulary
Write the Target Vocabulary word that means the 
opposite of each word or phrase.  

 1. close to  

 2. not surprised  

 3. hid  

 4. cried softly  

 5. put in  

Use a Target Vocabulary word to complete each sentence.

 6. The teacher  how to solve the problem.

 7. The  watched the door carefully.

 8. I bought some  in the gift shop.

amazed
discovered
exact
explained
growled
guard
remove
souvenirs

Vocabulary

Name  Date 
Lesson 27

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 7 . 1

Dinosaur Fossils
Target Vocabulary
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5
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Student  Date 
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Dinosaur Fossils
Running Record Form

Dinosaur Fossils • level i

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓ 
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

® 
cat

0

Omission — cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut 
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc 
cat 0

Insertion the 

ˆcat 1

Word told T 
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2 

3 

 

4 

5 

 

6

Suppose you went for a walk and found a bone inside a rock. 

Would you be amazed?

You might have discovered a dinosaur fossil! If you found a 

real dinosaur, it might have growled at you. But fossils 

don’t growl.

A fossil is left by an animal or a plant from long ago. One kind 

of fossil is a footprint fossil.

By looking at a footprint fossil, scientists can tell if a dinosaur 

walked on two legs or four legs. They can also tell how fast the 

dinosaur moved.

Egg fossils and nest fossils are two other kinds of fossils.

Comments: Accuracy Rate  
(# words read 

correctly/100 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate  

(# errors + #  
Self-Corrections/  
Self-Correction)

1: 
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