
Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Informational Text

Text Structure • Third-person narrative
• Focused on a single topic
• A summary page at end

Content • What bugs, birds, caterpillars, fi sh, frogs, rabbits, horses, and bats eat
Themes and Ideas • Different animals eat different kinds of food. 

• Many animals eat grass or plants.
Language and 

Literary Features
• Meaning provided through integration of pictures with text
• Simple straightforward language

Sentence Complexity • Repetitive sentence patterns on some pages (Look at _____. ____ likes to eat ____.)
• Sentences with embedded phrases (The fi sh likes to eat a worm in the water.)

Vocabulary • Names of animals: fi sh, bug, bird, frog, rabbit, horse, caterpillar, bat
• Words for food they eat: fl owers, plant, worm, grass

Words • Mostly words with one syllable; fi ve words with two or more syllables: water, rabbit, 
fl owers, animals, caterpillar

• Easy high-frequency words repeated: a, all, and, he, likes, look, she, the, to
Illustrations • Photographs closely linked to text on all pages.

Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text; photographs on every page; collage of photos on fi nal page
• Two to four lines of text on each page
• One exclamation
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What Animals Eat
by Ann Takman

Fountas-Pinnell Level D
Informational Text
Selection Summary
This book presents information about what eight different animals like 
to eat. A bird, bug, frog, bat, fi sh, rabbit, horse, and caterpillar are all 
shown eating.
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What Animals Eat by Ann Takman

Build Background
Read the title to the children and talk with them about what the animal in the cover photo 
is eating. Ask children what they know about what animals eat. Ask questions such as: 
What is the rabbit in this photo eating? What animals have you taken care of? What do 
they like to eat?

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary. Point out the repetition of the words Look at and likes to eat in 
many sentences. Here are some suggestions: 

Page 2: Explain that in this book, children will learn about the different things that 
different animals eat.
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. What animal do you see? What does the 
photo show you that the bird likes to eat? The sentence reads: He likes to eat 
fl owers.

Page 3: Look at page 3. What kind of animal do you see? What is the bug doing to 
the plant? How can you tell?

Page 4: Remind children that they can use information in the photos to help them 
read. Turn to page 4. What animal is in this photo? Why is he jumping? Look 
carefully at the stick. What does the frog jump up to catch? Say catch. What sound 
do you hear fi rst in catch? Find the word catch and put your fi nger under it.

Page 5: Look at page 5. What animal is in this photo? What is in the bat’s mouth? 
Look at the sky in the photo. Is the bat fl ying in the day or at night? Say night. 
What letter would you expect to see fi rst in night? Find the word and point to it.

Now turn back to the beginning of the book. Read to learn about the different kinds 
of food that different animals eat.

catch  night

Learn More Words
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Read
As the children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem solving ability.

Respond to the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the book. Begin by asking what they 
liked best about the book, or what they found interesting. 
Suggested language: What did you learn about what animals eat that you didn’t know 
before?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, make sure children understand these teaching points: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• A bird, a bug, a frog, a bat, a 
fi sh, a rabbit, a horse, and a 
caterpillar like to eat different 
food.

• Different animals eat different 
kinds of food.

• Many animals eat green things 
like grass and plants.

• The photos show different 
animals and what they like to eat.

• The last page shows small 
photos of all the animals in the 
book. 
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Choices for Support
Concepts of Print
Practice reading and writing a core of high-frequency words: a, all, and, he, likes, look, 
she, the, to.

Phonemic Awareness and Word Work
Provide practice as needed with words and sounds, using one of the following activities:

• Clapping Syllables Have children hear and say syllables in words from the book 
(water, rabbit, animals, fl owers, caterpillar). Have them clap on each syllable: wa-ter, 
rab-bit, a-ni-mals, fl ow-ers, ca-ter-pil-lar.

• Word Wall Materials: words on word wall, index cards. Have children choose fi ve 
animal words from the word wall and read them. Then have children write the words 
on cards. Have partners build sentences using some of their words, and adding other 
words.

• Build Sentences Materials: books, index cards, sentence strips. Have children fi nd 
pictures of words in books and write each word on an index card. Then have them 
write sentences using the words.

3 Lesson 24: What Animals EatKindergarten
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Writing About Reading
Critical Thinking
Read the directions for children on BLM 24.8 and guide them in answering the questions.

Responding
Read aloud the questions at the back of the book and help children complete the activities.

Target Comprehension Skill
Conclusions 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Tell children that they can use details to fi gure out more 

about the text. Model how to draw a conclusion:

Think Aloud

I can fi gure out more about the book. On page 3, I learn that a bug likes 
to eat a plant. Then on page 7, I learn that a rabbit likes to eat a plant. I 
fi gured out that both of these animals like the same kind of food.

Practice the Skill
Have children draw a conclusion from the book about animals that like to eat bugs.

Writing Prompt
Read aloud the following prompt. Have children write their response, using the writing 
prompt on page 6.

Think about what frogs and bats like to eat. Write about what you learned about these two 
animals. 
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Think About It
 Children read the words and circle the ones that answer the question.

 1. Which animals like to eat bugs in this story?

frog bat rabbit

 Children draw a picture of their favorite animal and what it eats and label it.

 2. What does your favorite animal eat?

Name  Date 

Kindergarten, Unit 5: Growing and ChangingThink About It
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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Read directions to children.
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English Language Learners
Cultural Support Some children come from an area where some of the animals in the 
book are common, and other children may not be familiar at all with some of the animals. 
Discuss with children the animals they know about, and make sure children can name the 
animals they are unfamiliar with.

Oral Language Development
Check the children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/ Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What does the bird eat?

Speaker 2: fl owers

Speaker 1: What does the frog eat?

Speaker 2: a bug

Speaker 1: What does the fi sh eat?

Speaker 2: a worm

Speaker 1: Which animal likes to eat 
fl owers?

Speaker 2: a bird

Speaker 1: Which two animals like to eat 
bugs?

Speaker 2: frogs and bats

Speaker 1: How does a frog catch 
a bug to eat?

Speaker 2: The frog jumps up to 
catch a bug.

Speaker 1: Which animals like to 
eat plants or grass?

Speaker 2: Bugs, caterpillars, 
rabbits, and horses like to eat 
plants or grass.

5 Lesson 24: What Animals EatKindergarten
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Name  Date 

What Animals Eat
Think about what frogs and bats like to eat. 
Write about what you learned about these two animals. 
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Think About It
 Children read the words and circle the ones that answer the question.

 1. Which animals like to eat bugs in this story?

frog bat rabbit

 Children draw a picture of their favorite animal and what it eats and label it.

 2. What does your favorite animal eat?

Name  Date 

What Animals Eat
Think About It
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Student  Date 

What Animals Eat • LEVEL D What Animals Eat
Running Record Form
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Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

4

5

Look at the bird. 

He likes to eat flowers.

Look at the bug 

on the plant. 

She likes to eat the plant.

The frog likes to eat. 

Look at him jump up 

to catch a bug.

The bat can catch a bug, too. 

He likes to eat bugs 

at night.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/50 x 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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