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Favorite Fables
by Emily Kavicky

Fountas-Pinnell Level J
Fable
Selection Summary
In this book, three fables teach important lessons. In “The Lion and 
the Mouse,” a big lion fi nds out that a little mouse can help him get 
out of trouble. In “The Hare and the Tortoise,” slow and steady wins 
the race for Mr. Tortoise. In “City Mouse and Country Mouse,” Country 
Mouse prefers a simple, safe life to a fancy, risky one.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Fable

Text Structure • Three short stories 
• Plots proceed in sequence.
• Each story contains a moral

Content • Animal names and typical behavior 
• Animals with human traits and emotions

Themes and Ideas • Moral: Little friends may prove to be great friends.
• Moral: Slow and steady wins the race.
• Moral: A simple life in peace is better than a life of luxury in fear.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Simple dialogue that sounds like oral language
• Meaning provided through integration of pictures with text 

Sentence Complexity • Some longer sentences (more than ten words)
• Compound sentences using and 

Vocabulary • Animal names that may be unfamiliar: hare, tortoise
• Racing terminology: “On your mark, get set, GO!”

Words • Many words with infl ectional endings (skipping, grabbed, wins)
• Mostly one- and two-syllable words with a few three-syllable words (peacefully, animals, 

family)
Illustrations • Illustrations depict characters’ emotions.

Book and Print Features • All capital letters for emphasis (“GO!”)
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Target Vocabulary

blazed – burned very brightly
empty – containing nothing
fl ung – threw something hard, 

p. 6

peacefully – quietly and calmly, 
p. 6

tangled – mixed together with 
something else, p. 4

tumbling – falling and turning 
over and over 

stream – n. a small, narrow body 
of water that may fl ow into or 
out of a river, p. 3

swift – moves very fast

Favorite Fables by Emily Kavicky

Build Background
Help children think about fables they have read. Build interest by asking a question such 
as the following: What are some fables you know? Read the title and author and talk about 
the cover illustration. Tell children that this book contains three fables, short stories that 
teach a lesson.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 3: Explain that this book has three short fables in which animals learn 
valuable lessons. Since these fables are make believe, the animals can act like 
human beings.
Suggested language: Turn to page 3. The fi rst fable is about a lion and a mouse. 
What do you see in the picture? The mouse was skipping next to a stream, or a 
small river, when the lion catches him. What do you think the lion might do to the 
mouse? Why do you think that?

Page 6: Why might the two animals end up living peacefully in the jungle?

Page 7: Read the title. Explain that the next fable is about a hare, an animal like a 
rabbit, and a tortoise, an animal like a turtle. Look at the picture. Mr. Hare and Mr. 
Tortoise are going to race. Who do you think will win? Why do you think that?

Page 9: Call attention to the illustration. What do you see in the picture? What do 
you think will happen next?

Page 11: In the third fable, Country Mouse invites City Mouse to her home in 
the country. Do you think City Mouse will like the country? Do you think Country 
Mouse will like the city? Why or why not?

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read each fable to fi nd out what 
lessons the animals learn.
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Read
As children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem solving ability. Support their problem solving and fl uency as 
needed. 

Remind children to use the Visualize Strategy  to picture what is 
happening in the book as they read.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the book. 
Suggested language: Which fable did you like best? Why?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• After the lion catches and 
releases the mouse, the mouse 
is able to get the lion out of 
trouble. 

 • Mr. Hare is so sure he can beat 
Mr. Tortoise in a race that he 
takes a nap, and Mr. Tortoise 
ends up winning.

 • Country Mouse enjoys the fancy 
foods in the city until a dog 
makes life dangerous.

• Little friends may prove to be 
great friends.

• Slow and steady wins the race.

• A simple life in peace is better 
than a life of luxury in fear. 

• The fable titles name the 
characters.

• The purpose of a fable is to 
teach a lesson.

• Each fable has a twist at the end, 
in which a character learns a 
lesson.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to choose one fable to read aloud. Remind them to read at a 

steady rate, being careful not to read too slowly or to rush through the words.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the children’s reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind children that some words sound alike but have 
different spellings and meanings. Use the story words one (page 7) and won (page 
10) to provide an example of homophones. Explain that readers can use the spelling of 
the word and context clues to fi gure out the correct meaning. Other examples include 
hare/hair, too/two, and peace/piece.
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have children complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 24.7.

Responding
Have children complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Cause and Effect 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind children that they can think about how one 

event (the cause) in a story makes another event (the effect) happen and why. Model the 
skill, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

In the second fable, Mr. Hare takes a nap during the race. What does this 
cause to happen? It causes Mr. Hare to lose the race. The cause is Mr. 
Hare takes a nap. The effect is Mr. Hare loses the race.

Practice the Skill
Ask children to think of another story they have read that has a cause and an effect. Have 
them share the example of cause and effect.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use what they know and their own experience to think about 
what the characters do and why they act as they do.

Assessment Prompts
• Which words on page 4 help the reader understand the meaning of the word tangled?

• How does Mr. Hare feel when Mr. Tortoise wins the race?

4 Lesson 24: Favorite Fables Grade 2
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English Language Development
Reading Support Help children choose a fable and compose a group summary. Work 
together to identify the beginning, middle, and end of the story.

Vocabulary In “The Hare and the Tortoise,” the multiple-meaning word beat is used: 
“I can beat any animal in a race!” said the hare. (page 7) Explain the meaning of the word 
beat in this context.

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their English 
profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child. 

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Point to the lion. Point to 
the mouse.

Speaker 2: [Points to lion and to 
mouse.] 

Speaker 1: What does the lion do to the 
mouse?

Speaker 2: grabs him

Speaker 1: What does the lion do after 
he grabs the mouse?

Speaker 2: He lets the mouse go.

Speaker 1: What happens to the lion?

Speaker 2: He gets caught in some 
ropes.

Speaker 1: How does the mouse 
help the lion?

Speaker 2: He chews the ropes off 
the lion.

Speaker 1: Why does the mouse 
help the lion?

Speaker 2: He helps the lion 
because the lion let him go 
earlier. 

Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Why does the mouse help the lion?

  

  

  

 2. What causes the hare to lose the race?

  

  

  

 3. What does the country mouse decide to do after she 

sees and hears the dog?

  

  

  

Making Connections Which story in Favorite Fables is your 
favorite?  Write two sentences telling why you likes it best.

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.
Read directions to children.

 Lesson 24
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 4 . 7

Favorite Fables
Think About It

Think About It

Name  Date 

Grade 2, Unit 5: Changes, Changes Everywhere
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Name  Date 

Favorite Fables
Thinking Beyond the Text

Write a paragraph answering the following questions:

In “City Mouse and Country Mouse,” each mouse has a different way to live. 
Which mouse has the better life? Why do you think that? Use details from 
the fable to support your opinion.

6 Lesson 24: Favorite Fables Grade 2
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Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Why does the mouse help the lion?

 2. What causes the hare to lose the race?

 3. What does the country mouse decide to do after she 

sees and hears the dog?

Making Connections Which story in Favorite Fables is your 
favorite? Write two sentences telling why you likes it best.

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

 Lesson 24
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 4 . 7

Favorite Fables
Think About It

Name  Date 
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Student  Date 

Favorite Fables
Running Record Form

Lesson 24
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Favorite Fables • LEVEL J

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

11

12

One day, City Mouse went to visit

Country Mouse.

Country Mouse said, “Please eat

with me.”

So City Mouse sat down to eat the

simple food.

City Mouse said, “You must come

to the city.

I will show you how to live!”

The next day, they went to City

Mouse’s house.

Country Mouse had never seen

such fine food!

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/59 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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