
Number of Words: 332

L E S S O N  2 4  T E A C H E R ’ S  G U I D E

Clever Animals
by Dolly Finn

Fountas-Pinnell Level J
Nonfiction
Selection Summary
Animals face many dangers in the natural world. Hermit crabs, 
hippos, and remoras are clever about using their physical 
characteristics for protection. Ants and spiders are clever about 
getting food.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Nonfi ction

Text Structure • Description structure 
• Book topic stated in fi rst sentence

Content • Names of animals
• Physical characteristics and behavior of animals

Themes and Ideas • Animals are smart in different ways.
• Animals can have clever instincts about self-protection.
• Some animals have clever methods for getting food.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Use of fi gurative language: Some spiders use their web like a net.

Sentence Complexity • Some longer sentences of ten or more words: So the ants pet the aphids, and the aphids 
make more honeydew.

• Many complex sentences
Vocabulary • Key vocabulary word: clever

• Some unfamiliar animal names, such as hermit crab, aphids, remora
• Familiar word with a new meaning: honeydew

Words • Mostly one- and two-syllable words
• Many words with infl ectional endings: called, spends, drying, burning

Illustrations • Color photos that are closely linked to text
• Some close-up perspectives

Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text, photos on every page 
• Labels on some photos
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Target Vocabulary

blazed – burned brightly and 
strongly, p. 5

empty – nothing inside, p. 2
fl ung – threw something hard, 

p. 7

peacefully – without fi ghting,
p. 10

stream – a small narrow body of 
water, p. 4

swift – very fast, p. 9

tangled – something mixed 
together with something else, 
p. 6

tumbling – falling and turning 
over and over, p. 6

Clever Animals by Dolly Finn

Build Background
Help children think of wild animals they know about and share what they know. Build 
interest by asking a question such as the following: Do you think animals are smart? Give 
an example. Read the title and author and talk about the cover photo. Tell children that the 
words and photos in this book will give facts about different kinds of animals.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas and nonfi ction features. Help with 
unfamiliar language so they can read the text successfully. Give special attention to target 
vocabulary. Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that this book tells about ways that animals are clever, or smart, 
about protecting themselves and getting food. 
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. This animal is a hermit crab. It fi nds an 
empty shell to live in. How might an empty shell protect the crab?

Page 3: Call attention to the photo. These ants use aphids, a kind of tiny bug, to 
make food for them. The food is called honeydew.

Page 5: Connect the word blazed with the burning sun. Look at the photo. What 
were these hippos doing to stay cool as the hot sun blazed?

Pages 6–7: Point out that different kinds of spiders are shown in these two photos. 
The spider on page 6 makes a web to trap bugs. The bugs go tumbling into the 
web and get tangled up in it. The spider on page 7 has fl ung its web over the bug. 
What do you think the spider is about to do? 

Pages 8–9: Ask children to look at the photos and read the labels. How do the 
labels help you understand how the remora rides on the shark? 

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to fi nd out about ways that 
some animals are clever.
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Read
As children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem-solving ability.

Remind children to use the Visualize Strategy  by picturing what is 
happening as they read.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the text.
Suggested language: Which animal do you think is the most interesting? Why?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Hermit crabs use empty shells to 
protect their bodies.

• Hippos and remoras have ways 
to use their bodies to stay safe.

• Ants care for aphids that make 
food the ants eat.

• Spiders use webs to catch their 
food.

• Animals are smart in different 
ways.

• Some animals are clever about 
protecting themselves.

• Some animals are clever about 
getting food.

• The photos contain visual 
information about the animals 
and their surroundings.

• Photo labels identify animals.

• The author uses fi gurative 
language, comparing a spider’s 
web to a net.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to choose a page from the text to read aloud. Remind them to 

pay attention to punctuation, pausing at commas and reading with feeling when they 
see exclamation marks.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the children’s reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind children that homophones are words that sound the 
same but are spelled differently and have different meanings. For example, the word 
sea on page 2 has a homophone—see. Provide other examples, such as right/write, 
sun/son, and too/to/two.
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Writing about Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Have children complete the Vocabulary questions on BLM 24.1.

Responding
Have children complete the vocabulary activities on page 11. Remind them to answer the 
Word Teaser on page 12. (Answer: tumbling)

Reading Nonfi ction
Nonfiction Features: Photos and Labels Remind children that nonfi ction has many 
features to help readers understand important information. Photos and labels are two 
of these features. Point out that photos often show what is being explained in the text. 
Photos help the reader see what the author is writing about.

Labels name particular things in a photo. Have children look at the photo on pages 8–9 
and read the labels. Ask them what information the labels give. Then have children choose 
another photo from the book. Have them think of a label or labels they could add to give 
more information about the photo. Children can write their label on small self-stick notes 
and position them in an appropriate place on the photo.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6.

Assessment Prompts
• Which words on page 6 help readers understand the meaning of the word tumbling as 

it is used in this book?

• Which word on page 9 means almost the same as fast?
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Read directions to children.

Target Vocabulary
Fill in the Target Vocabulary word that means the 
opposite of these words.  

 1. slow: swift  

 2. full: empty  

 3. with anger: peacefully  

 4. untwisted: tangled  

Fill in the Target Vocabulary word that means the same 
as these words.

 5. burned brightly: blazed  

 6. threw: fl ung  

 7. falling and rolling: tumbling  

 8. creek: stream  

blazed
empty
fl ung
peacefully
stream
swift
tangled
tumbling

Vocabulary

Name  Date 

Grade 2, Unit 5: Changes, Changes Everywhere3

Lesson 24
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Target Vocabulary
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First Pass

English Language Development
Reading Support Provide support for children by clarifying tricky vocabulary. 
The specialized vocabulary used to describe how ants get their food may require a more 
in-depth explanation.

Vocabulary Explain how the multiple-meaning word stick is used in the phrase stick 
to (page 8). A demonstration with paper and tape can help children understand how the 
remora attaches itself to the shark.

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What is the fi rst animal in 
the book?

Speaker 2: hermit crab

Speaker 1: What do spiders use to 
catch food?

Speaker 2: a web

Speaker 1: Why does a hermit crab need 
a hard shell?

Speaker 2: The hard shell protects its 
soft body.

Speaker 1: How does a remora stay 
safe?

Speaker 2: It rides on a shark.

Speaker 1: Which animals are 
clever about getting food?

Speaker 2: Ants and spiders are 
clever about getting food.

Speaker 1: How does a remora 
help a shark?

Speaker 2: A remora keeps the 
shark clean.
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Name  Date 

Clever Animals
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs. 

In the book, the animals are clever in different ways. Which animal do you 
think is the most clever? Why do you think so? Used details from the book 
to support your opinion.
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Target Vocabulary
Fill in the Target Vocabulary word that means the 
opposite of these words.  

 1. slow:  

 2. full:  

 3. with anger:  

 4. untwisted:  

Fill in the Target Vocabulary word that means the same 
as these words.

 5. burned brightly:  

 6. threw:  

 7. falling and rolling:  

 8. creek:  

blazed
empty
� ung
peacefully
stream
swift
tangled
tumbling

Vocabulary

Name  Date 
Lesson 24

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 4 . 1

Clever Animals
Target Vocabulary
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Clever Animals
Running Record Form

Clever Animals • level j

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓ 
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

® 
cat

0

Omission — cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut 
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc 
cat 0

Insertion the 

ˆcat 1

Word told T 
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

4

Some animals have clever ways to protect themselves. Most 

hermit crabs live in the sea. They find hard empty shells to 

protect their soft bodies. Hermit crabs find shells that are just 

the right size.

Some ants have a clever way to get food. They take care of tiny 

bugs called aphids. Those bugs make something called 

honeydew which is sticky and sweet. The ants like to eat 

honeydew. So the ants pet the aphids, and the aphids make 

more honeydew.

A hippo is a large animal. A hippo spends its day near water. It 

may swim in a stream or a lake. 

Comments: Accuracy Rate  
(# words read 

correctly/103 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate  

(# errors + #  
Self-Corrections/  
Self-Correction)

1: 
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