
Number of Words: 1,484

L E S S O N  2 3  T E A C H E R ’ S  G U I D E

Animals of the 
Redwood Forest
by Barbara Weldon
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Informational Text
Selection Summary
The Redwood Forest is alive with many different types of creatures,
from birds to cougars. These creatures depend on each other for 
survival.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Informational text 

Text Structure • Seven short chapters about different kinds of animals
• Variety in nonfi ction format, including question and answer and boxes

Content • Animals in the redwood forest 
• The redwood forest
• The food chain

Themes and Ideas • Though the redwood forest seems quiet, it is full of activity.
• The redwood forest is home to many endangered animals.
• Animals in the redwood forest depend upon each other for survival.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Long stretches of description of the forest and the animals that live there
• Specifi c descriptions of setting 

Sentence Complexity • Questions and answers engage the reader in the setting 
• Many sentences with nouns, verbs, and adjectives separated by commas

Vocabulary • Some technical words, some of which might not be familiar to English language learners, 
such as tannin, omnivore, invertebrates. Pronunciation guides included.

Words • Multisyllable target vocabulary: civilized, condition, evaporate, independent
Illustrations • Photographs with labels, map with legend, illustrated chart of food chain

Book and Print Features • Twelve pages of text, photographs or graphic features on most pages
• Some print wraps around photos and boxes
• Table of contents, headings, pronunciation guides
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Target Vocabulary

civilized – a society that is 
advanced and has reasonable 
laws, p. 11

continent – one of the main 
landmasses on earth, p. 4

customs – traditions or ways of 
behaving, p. 11

dense – thick, p. 3
evaporate – when liquids 

become gases, p. 3
independent – free from control, 

p. 9
moisture – tiny drops of water in 

the air or on a surface, p. 5

opportunities – chances to do 
something, p. 6

resources – a supply of 
something, p. 9

shallow – not deep, p. 3

The Animals of the Redwood Forest by Barbara Weldon

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of habitats to visualize the selection. Build interest 
by asking a question such as the following: What would you expect to see in a forest? 
Read the title and author and talk about the cover illustration. Tell students that this is an 
informational text, so it gives facts and examples about a topic. 

Frontload Vocabulary
Some everyday words may be unfamiliar to English learners. Before reading, check 
understanding of the following words: forest, animals, insects, birds, food, eat, chain, 
bottom.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, reading the captions, noting important ideas, and helping 
with unfamiliar language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Call their 
attention to any important labels. Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that the table of contents features the topics that will be covered in 
the book. Suggested language: Look at the table of contents. What topics will you 
learn about in this book?

Page 5: Direct students to the photograph on the top of the page. Read the 
caption. Suggested language: The caption tells us that this is a banana slug. Why 
do you think it has this name?

Page 10: Direct students to the photo of the bobcat. Explain that the bobcat is a 
carnivore, that it eats meat. Ask: What animals might the bobcat eat? 

Page 11: Direct the students to the box about the Yokuts. Explain that the Yokuts 
was a civilized Native American tribe who once lived in the redwood forest. They 
lived off what the redwood forest provided them. Ask: What kind of food might the 
Yokuts have found in the forest?

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read more about the animals of 
the redwood forest.
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the selection as needed. 

Remind students to use the Monitor/Clarify Strategy  and to fi nd ways 
to understand passages they may fi nd confusing.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the text. 
Suggested language: What animals in the redwood forest also live around your home 
or school?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• The redwood forest seems quiet, 
but the animals in the forest are 
very active hunting for food and 
avoiding being hunted.

• Insects, birds, and small and 
large mammals are all part of the 
wildlife in the forest.

• Each plant and animal has a 
place in the food chain and 
depends on each other to 
survive. 

• Animals have unique ways of 
hunting, eating, and of avoiding 
being hunted.

• Even large animals, such as elk 
and deer that eat plants, are 
hunted by other animals. 

• The details that the author 
includes make the selection fun 
to read. 

• The photographs and special 
boxed features make the content 
more interesting. 

• The special tables make the 
categories of animals as well 
as the food chain easier to 
understand.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choral read a passage from the text to demonstrate 

phrased fl uent reading. Remind them to read at an appropriate rate, with slowdowns 
and stops or pauses to read unfamiliar words. Remind them to pick up the pace after 
they solve the unfamiliar word.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Using the word endangered, show students that the word 
has the word danger in it. This gives clues to its meaning, since the word means that 
animals are in danger of disappearing.

3 Lesson 23: Animals of the Redwood ForestGrade 4
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

4_306605_ELL_LRTG_L23_AnimalsOfRedwood.indd   3 11/4/09   2:48:34 PM



Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 23.10.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book, using their Reader’s 
Notebook. Use the instruction below as needed to reinforce or extend understanding 
of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Text and Graphic Features 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that they can enhance their 

understanding of the content by examining how text and pictures work together. Model 
how to add details to the Graphic Organizer, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

In this selection, the author uses text and graphic features to help readers 
understand the content. Think about the features and what their purposes 
are. Which of the text or graphic features shows the location of the 
redwood forests? Include that graphic feature in the graphic organizer.

Practice the Skill
Have students share an example of another selection in which they used graphic and text 
features to better understand content. 

Writing Prompt: Thinking About the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when 
they think about the text, they refl ect back on the text. They should notice and evaluate 
language, genre, literary devices, and how the text is organized. 

Assessment Prompts
• What is this selection mainly about?

• The author organizes the selection by ____________________________________.

• What words on p. 6 help the reader understand what endangered means? 
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© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

4_306605_ELL_LRTG_L23_AnimalsOfRedwood.indd   4 11/4/09   2:49:00 PM



Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text Name two animals that live in the redwood 

forest.

  

  

 2. Think within the text Why do most animals live on or near the 

forest fl oor?

  

  

 3. Think beyond the text Each animal has a place in the food 

chain.  What would happen if an animal in the chain died out? 

  

  

  

 4. Think about the text Study the food chain diagram on page 

14.  Where would people fi t in the food chain?  Why doesn’t the 

author include people in the diagram?

  

  

 

Making Connections Many different plants and animals live in a redwood 
forest.  What kinds of plants and animals live near you? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Animals of the Redwood 
Forest

Critical Thinking

 Lesson 23
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 3 . 1 0

Name  Date 

12Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.  All rights reserved.

Grade 4, Unit 5: Change Is All Around

The Stellar’s jay and the bald eagle live in the redwood forest.

Most animals live on or near the forest fl oor because they can fi nd most of their 

food there.  The trees also protect them from rain, wind, and sun.

The chain would not work as well if an animal in the food chain died out.  Other 

animals that eat the animal that died out might not fi nd enough to eat.

People are tertiary consumers.  They would be at the top of the food chain.  The 

author does not show people on this diagram because people don’t live in the 

forest.  This article is mostly about plants and animals that live in the redwoods. 

 Possible responses shown.

12_4_246253RTXEAN_L23_FR.indd   12 3/23/09   1:33:33 AM

English Language Development
Reading Support Check regularly on students’ oral reading to determine accuracy, 
fl uency, and comprehension.

Vocabulary The selection includes some informal language and idioms that might 
affect fl uent reading for English language learners. Explain the meaning of phrases such as 
worm-like, slippery-looking (p. 5), Speaking of bobcats (p. 10), and on the hunt (p. 10).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What is this selection 
about?

Speaker 2: a redwood forest

Speaker 1: Where is the forest? 

Speaker 2: the west coast, North 
America

Speaker 1: What does endangered 
mean?

Speaker 2: that something is in danger

Speaker 1: What kind of animals live in 
the canopy, or top layer, of the forest

Speaker 2: Birds live in the canopy.

Speaker 1: When does the bobcat hunt?

Speaker 2: The bobcat hunts at night.

Speaker 1: Where do most 
creatures in the redwood forest 
live?

Speaker 2: Most creatures live on 
the fl oor of the redwood forest.

5 Lesson 23: Animals of the Redwood ForestGrade 4
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Name  Date 

The Animals of the Redwood Forest
Thinking About the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs.

Remember that when you think about the text, you reflect back on the text. 
You notice and evaluate language, genre, literary devices, and how the text 
is organized. 

The selection uses text and graphic features to help readers understand the 
text. Using the text as well as one of the features—a map, photograph, table, 
or chart—choose one of the animals in the redwood forest and write one or 
two paragraphs about it. 
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text Name two animals that live in the redwood 

forest.

  

  

 2. Think within the text Why do most animals live on or near the 

forest fl oor?

  

  

 3. Think beyond the text Each animal has a place in the food 

chain. What would happen if an animal in the chain died out? 

  

  

  

 4. Think about the text Study the food chain diagram on page 

14. Where would people fi t in the food chain? Why doesn’t the 

author include people in the diagram?

  

  

 

Making Connections Many different plants and animals live in a redwood 
forest. What kinds of plants and animals live near you? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Animals of the Redwood 
Forest

Critical Thinking

 Lesson 23
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Name  Date 
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Running Record Form

Animals of the Redwood Forest 
LEVEL S

Animals of the Redwood 
Forest

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

11 The redwood forest has bigger animals that are also important 

to the forest. Elk and deer are herbivores, or plant-eaters. They 

eat grass and leaves in the forest’s middle layer, or understory. 

Cougars and black bears hunt these animals.

The cougar is a big, tan member of the cat family. It purrs, 

growls, and hisses. Sometimes it whistles like a bird! It is also 

called a mountain lion, puma, or panther. It weighs between 75 

and 250 pounds and can be 9 feet long. It can jump 18 feet 

into a tree and jump onto its prey from 30 feet away.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/102 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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