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From Sheep to Sweater
by Liza Paul

Fountas-Pinnell Level J
Informational Text
Selection Summary
A sheep’s fl eece can be turned into yarn to make a sweater. The 
sheep’s fl eece is cleaned, combed, and trimmed. The wool is washed, 
often dyed, and spun into yarn. The yarn can be knitted to make a 
sweater.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Informational Text

Text Structure • Organized into a few categories of information 
• Sequence-of-events text structure using time sequence words: fi rst, next, then, fi nally
• Details help the reader to summarize.

Content • Sheep as a source of wool
• How a sheep’s fl eece is made into yarn

Themes and Ideas • Wool from sheep is a natural resource that is renewed each year.
• Shearing sheep benefi ts both the sheep and the farmer.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Simple, clear language 
• Labels on photos aid understanding
• Repetition

Sentence Complexity • Short, simple sentences
• Multiple adjectives: thick, warm coat
• Some prepositional phrases: During spinning

Vocabulary • Target vocabulary words highlighted in text
• Technical vocabulary related to sheep: fl eece, herd, shear, razor, trims

Words • Mostly one- and two-syllable words
• Familiar words with new meanings, such as coat 

Illustrations • Photos that are closely linked to the text
Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text with photos on every page

• Some photos with helpful labels, such as herd, trimming, yarn
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Target Vocabulary

delicious – having great fl avor
duplicated – made an exact copy 

of
dye – a liquid that is used to 

change the color of cloth or 
other material, p. 8

sharpening – making an edge of 
something very pointed or thin

spinning – twisting together 
pieces of material to make 
yarn or thread, p. 9

strands – thin pieces of thread, 
string, or hair, p. 9

weave – to make an item by 
crossing materials over one 
another or braiding them 
together

yarn – any spun thread, p. 3

From Sheep to Sweater by Liza Paul

Build Background
Help children use their knowledge of sheep to visualize the book. Build interest by asking 
questions such as the following: What are the warmest sweaters made from? Where 
does wool come from? Read the title and author and talk about the cover illustration. Tell 
children that this book is informational text, so the words and photos will give factual 
information about sheep.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that this book tells how wool from sheep is made into clothes such 
as sweaters. Have children turn to page 2 and study the photo. Direct attention to 
the label.
Suggested language: Labels help readers understand what a photo shows. This 
label tells us that the animal in the photo is a sheep. How would you describe the 
sheep? How do you think a sheep’s wool feels? 

Page 3: Turn to page 3. What is the girl wearing? Her sweater is made from wool 
yarn. Can you imagine how many steps it takes to turn the sheep’s wool into yarn 
to make this sweater?

Page 8: Have children look at the photo. What color is inside the large pot? What 
might happen if you put something into this pot? The dye in the pot is red. Dye 
will change the color of whatever is put into it. Have you ever used dye to color 
something?

Page 9: What color are the strands of yarn you see? The strands are made by 
spinning wool. Yellow, red, and green wool is twisted to make the yarn you see in 
the photo.

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to fi nd out how wool from 
sheep is turned into a sweater.

2 Lesson 23: From Sheep to SweaterGrade 2
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Read
As children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem-solving ability. 

Remind children to use the Summarize Strategy , and to stop to tell 
important details as they read. 

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the book. 
Suggested language: What did you learn about sheep that you didn’t know before you 
read this book? What more would you like to know about sheep or wool?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Sheep have thick fur called 
fl eece.

• When the fl eece is trimmed off a 
sheep, it is called wool.

• Wool goes through many steps 
to become yarn.

• Yarn can be made into sweaters.

• When you wear a sweater you 
don’t always think of all the 
steps it took to make it.

• People are dependent on animals 
for more than food.

• The photos help readers 
understand what the text 
describes.

• Labels help readers understand 
what the photos show.

• The author includes lots of 
details about how wool from 
sheep is turned into yarn to 
make sweaters.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to choose a passage from the text and demonstrate phrased 

fl uent reading. Remind them to pay attention to punctuation and to pause at commas 
in longer sentences.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the children’s reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Help children take apart multisyllable words to decode 
manageable units, for example: health-y, ra-zor, some-times, per-fect.
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have children complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 23.7.

Responding
Have children complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Conclusions 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind children that they can fi gure out more about a text by 

looking for key details. Model the skill, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

On page 5, I read that in spring the farmer cuts the fl eece off each sheep. 
By winter, the fl eece will grow back. I can use these details to draw the 
conclusion that each spring, the sheep will have new fl eece for the farmer 
to trim. 

Practice the Skill
Have children choose another page in the book and look for details that will help them 
draw a conclusion.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use what they know and their own experience to think about 
what happens in the story. 

Assessment Prompts
• Which words on page 5 help the reader understand the meaning of the word fl eece? 

• What is the selection mainly about?

4 Lesson 23: From Sheep to SweaterGrade 2
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English Language Development
Reading Support In Introduce the Text (p.2), use pictures, concrete objects, or 
demonstrations that will help children understand the concepts and ideas in the text. Don’t 
ask children to read any text they will not understand.

Vocabulary Provide assistance with challenging words that are not defi ned directly in 
text, such as herd (n., page 4), special (page 6), trims and razor (page 7), and twist and 
twisted (page 9).

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their English 
profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What do you see on the 
cover of this book?

Speaker 2: I see a man with sheep.

Speaker 1: What is the sheep’s warm 
coat called?

Speaker 2: fl eece

Speaker 1: Why does the farmer make 
sure the sheep are healthy?

Speaker 2: Healthy sheep make good 
yarn.

Speaker 1: What does a farmer do to 
shear the sheep?

Speaker 2: The farmer cuts the fl eece off 
the sheep.

Speaker 1: How does wool from 
sheep become a sweater?

Speaker 2: The wool is washed, 
sometimes dyed a color, and 
spun into yarn. The yarn can be 
knitted into a sweater. 

Read directions to children.

Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Where does the yarn in a wool sweater come from?

  

  

  

 2. Do you think you would like to live and work on a 

sheep farm?  Explain why or why not.

  

  

  

 3. Why do farmers try to keep their sheep healthy?

  

  

  

Making Connections Name some other things that farmers 
raise.  What are they?  How are they used?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 

Grade 2, Unit 5: Changes, Changes Everywhere
 

 Lesson 23
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 3 . 7

From Sheep to Sweater
Think About It

Think About It
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Name  Date 

From Sheep to Sweater
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the question below. Then write your answer in one paragraph. 

On page 4, the author says: “The farmer makes sure the sheep are healthy.” 
What kinds of things do you think a farmer does to keep his or her sheep 
healthy? Hint: Think about ways parents help their children stay healthy.

6 Lesson 23: From Sheep to SweaterGrade 2
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Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Where does the yarn in a wool sweater come from?

 2. Do you think you would like to live and work on a 

sheep farm?  Explain why or why not.

 3. Why do farmers try to keep their sheep healthy?

Making Connections Name some other things that farmers 
raise.  What are they?  How are they used?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 
 Lesson 23
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From Sheep to Sweater
Think About It
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From Sheep to Sweater
Running Record Form

Lesson 23
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From Sheep to Sweater • LEVEL J

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

3

4

5

How does the thick, warm coat

of a sheep get made into yarn?

How does the yarn get made

into a nice, warm sweater?

A farmer takes care

of his herd of sheep all year.

The farmer makes sure

the sheep are healthy.

Healthy sheep make good yarn.

By spring, the farmer is

looking for his tools.

He will soon shear the sheep.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/63 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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