
Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Informational Text

Text Structure • Third-person exposition organized in sections with heading
• Sequence: birth, growth, adulthood

Content • Kangaroos’ characteristics and behaviors
• Purpose of pouch
• Growth and development of young

Themes and Ideas • A mother kangaroo’s pouch provides safety and food.
• Young animals need to be kept safe and fed.
• A baby animal can look very different from the grown animal.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Sequence cues: after, then, until 
• Comparisons between the unknown and the familiar: A pouch is like a soft pocket. A joey 

is as small as the nail on your fi nger.
Sentence Complexity • Simple and complex sentences, with phrases, of nineteen words or fewer

• Items in a series: After a few months, a joey grows ears, legs, and soft fur.
Vocabulary • Words central to understanding content: kangaroo, pouch, months, joey

• Some target vocabulary highlighted in text
Words • One- two- and three-syllable words with varied spelling patterns

• Plurals and possessive nouns 
Illustrations • Photographs support text.

Book and Print Features • Five headings above sections of one to three pages 
• Labels name animals and other things in many photos.
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Tiny Baby Kangaroos
by Bob Dannon

Fountas-Pinnell Level I
Informational Text
Selection Summary
Kangaroos live in Australia. A newborn kangaroo, or joey, crawls into 
its mother’s pouch, where it stays for several months until it is big 
enough to leave for short periods. A one-year-old kangaroo is adult-
sized and fi nds food on its own. 
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Tiny Baby Kangaroos by Bob Dannon

Build Background
Read the title to children. Have them use the cover photo to identify the mother kangaroo, 
her pouch, and the baby kangaroo. Have children share any information they know about 
kangaroos. Anticipate the text with questions like these: How can you tell that this book 
will give information? What are some questions that the book might answer? 

Front-Load Vocabulary Some everyday words may be unfamiliar to English 
learners. Before reading, check understanding of the following words: pocket, born, 
crawls, warm, fur, scared, tired, share, tiny.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Call their attention to any 
labels. Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Tell children that they will learn how a baby kangaroo grows into an adult. 
Explain that many of the pictures in this book have labels that name things.
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. Look at the mother kangaroo and her baby. 
Say the word baby. What letter would you expect to see fi rst in baby? Find baby 
and put your fi nger under the letter b. Where is the baby? A baby kangaroo lives 
inside its mother’s pouch. Do you see the labels in the photo on this page? The 
labels can help you understand the book.

Page 3: Tell children that a heading lets them know what the page will be about. 
What will this page be about? Yes, it tells all about baby kangaroos. The fi rst 
sentence reads: A young kangaroo is a joey. Say young. What letter sound do you 
hear fi rst in young? Point to the word young on page 3. 

Page 4: Read the labels in the photo on page 4. You can see a tiny joey in the 
pouch.

Page 5: Turn to page 5. Where is the joey in this picture? After six to eight months 
the joey can leave the mother’s pouch. It begins to move around. 

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to learn about a tiny joey 
growing into an adult kangaroo.

baby

begins

eight

follow

learning

until

years

young

Words to Know
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Read
As children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem-solving ability. 

Respond to the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the book. Begin by asking what they 
liked best about the book, or what they found interesting.
Suggested language: Which picture in Tiny Baby Kangaroos do you think is especially 
interesting? What is interesting about it?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, make sure children understand these teaching points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Baby kangaroos, called joeys, are 
very tiny, have no fur, and can’t 
see or hear.

• Joeys spend their fi rst months of 
life in their mother’s pouch.

• The pouch keeps the joey warm, 
safe, and fed with milk until it is 
about a year old.

• A kangaroo’s pouch is like a safe 
home for a baby.

• Baby animals have different ways 
of getting food and staying safe.

• A very tiny baby can grow up to 
be a very large animal.

• The writer wanted to show facts 
about how a baby kangaroo 
grows and changes.

• The headings tell you what you 
will learn about next.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Support
Fluency
Invite children to choose a section to read aloud. Remind them to group words together 
so that the sentences sound smooth and natural. Point out any commas, and explain that 
they signal a short pause.

Phonemic Awareness and Word Work
Provide practice as needed with words and sounds, using one of the following activities:
• First Syllables Say each of these two-syllable words from Tiny Baby Kangaroos: 

follows, tiny, growing, protects, inside, joey. Have children repeat the word and say 
the fi rst syllable. 

• Plurals and Possessive Nouns Display these words from Tiny Baby Kangaroos: 
mother’s, mothers. Explain that the apostrophe before the s shows that one mother 
has something; an added s makes the second word mean “more than one mother.” 
Say each of these sentences from the book, and have children tell which word is in 
the sentence: Some girl kangaroos live with their mothers. A joey goes in its mother’s 
pouch when it is scared or tired.

3 Lesson 22: Tiny Baby KangaroosGrade 1
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Writing About Reading
Critical Thinking
Read the directions for children on BLM 22.10 and guide them in answering 
the questions.

Responding
Read aloud the questions at the back of the book and help children complete the activities.

Target Comprehension Skill
Conclusions 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Tell children that when they read a book with facts, 

they can put the facts together to think of new ideas. Model how to think about 
drawing a conclusion:

Think Aloud

In Tiny Baby Kangaroos, I read that a joey stays warm in the pouch, 
that it gets milk from the pouch, and that it returns to the pouch when it 
wants to rest. I can put together those three facts to state a new idea: For 
the joey, its mother’s pouch is like a comfortable home.

Practice the Skill
Ask children to fi nd details in Tiny Baby Kangaroos that support this conclusion: A 
newborn kangaroo could not live on its own.

Writing Prompt
Read aloud the following prompt. Have children draw and write their response, using the 
writing prompt on page 6.

A kangaroo is different from other animals. Draw a picture to show how it is different.

Write a sentence to tell how a kangaroo is different from other animals.

4 Lesson 22: Tiny Baby KangaroosGrade 1
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Read directions to children.

Think About It
Write an answer to the question. Responses may vary.

 1. Why does a joey still need its mother after it leaves her 

pouch?

The joey uses the pouch when it is tired 

or scared. It drinks milk from the pouch.

Making Connections Think about another baby 

animal that stays with its mother until it is big. 

Write some sentences that tell about the animal. 

12 Grade 1, Unit 5: Watch us Grow

Name 

Think About It
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English Language Learners
Reading Support Provide help with unfamiliar language structures by discussing the 
meanings of these literal comparisons: as small as the nail on your fi nger (page 3); as big 
as its mother (page 8).

Oral Language Development
Check the children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/ Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What is a baby kangaroo 
called?

Speaker 2: a joey

Speaker 1: Where is the joey in the 
picture on page 2?

Speaker 2: in the pouch

Speaker 1: How do kangaroos move?

Speaker 2: They hop.

Speaker 1: How does a newborn joey 
get to the pouch?

Speaker 2: It crawls there.

Speaker 1: How long does a joey stay in 
the pouch?

Speaker 2: It stays there for six to eight 
months.

Speaker 1: What is a joey like 
when it has just been born?

Speaker 2: A joey is born without 
fur or legs, and it can’t see or 
hear. It is also very tiny.

Speaker 1: What does a joey eat 
before it can fi nd its own food?

Speaker 2: It gets milk from its 
mother.

5 Lesson 22: Tiny Baby KangaroosGrade 1
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Name  Date 

Tiny Baby Kangaroos
A kangaroo is different from other animals. 
Draw a picture to show how it is different.

Write a sentence to tell how a kangaroo is different from 
other animals.

6 Lesson 22: Tiny Baby KangaroosGrade 1
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Think About It
Write an answer to the question.

 1. Why does a joey still need its mother after it leaves her 

pouch?

Making Connections Think about another baby 

animal that stays with its mother until it is big. 

Write some sentences that tell about the animal. 

Name 

Tiny Baby Kangaroos
Think About It
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Tiny Baby Kangaroos
Running Record Form

Tiny Baby Kangaroos • LEVEL I

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

Kangaroos are animals that 

live in Australia.

Every mother kangaroo has a 

pouch on the front of her body.

A pouch is like a soft pocket.

A baby kangaroo lives in its 

mother’s pouch after it is born.

A young kangaroo is a joey.

A joey crawls into its mother’s 

pouch after it is born.

A joey cannot see or hear.

A joey is as small as the nail 

on your finger.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/72 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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