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The Writer Who Changed 
America
by Nancy N. Ragno

Fountas-Pinnell Level U
Biography
Selection Summary
Harriet Beecher Stowe, the author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, is an 
important writer in American history. Her anti-slavery stance helped 
bring about the end of enslavement in the South.

Copyright © by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying 
or recording, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner unless such copying is expressly 
permitted by federal copyright law. 
Permission is hereby granted to individual teachers using the corresponding (discipline) Leveled Readers to photocopy student worksheets from this publication 
in classroom quantities for instructional use and not for resale. Requests for information on other matters regarding duplication of this work should be 
addressed to Houghton Miffl in Harcourt Publishing Company, Attn: Contracts, Copyrights, and Licensing, 9400 SouthPark Center Loop, Orlando, Florida 32819. 
Printed in the U.S.A. 
978-0-547-30574-5  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 0940 15 14 13 12 11 10 09

If you have received these materials as examination copies free of charge, Houghton Miffl in Harcourt Publishing Company retains title to the materials and 
they may not be resold. Resale of examination copies is strictly prohibited. 

Possession of this publication in print format does not entitle users to convert this publication, or any portion of it, into electronic format.

Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Biography

Text Structure • Third-person narrative organized in fi ve chapters
• Subsequent chapters discuss the writer’s life, from early years through death
• Text begins with dramatic White House meeting of Abraham Lincoln and Harriet Beecher 

Stowe
Content • Life and literary career of Harriet Beecher Stowe

• The anti-slavery movement; the Civil War; the Underground Railroad
Themes and Ideas • The words of one can change the views of many. 

• All human beings should have the right to freedom.
• The words of Harriet Beecher Stowe were very powerful. 

Language and 
Literary Features

• Figurative language: “So this is the little lady who made this big war!”
• Rhetorical questions reveal Stowe’s thinking, such as How could a practice as evil as 

slavery be protected by the federal government?
Sentence Complexity • A mix of short and complex sentences 

• Multiple items in series
• Dashes and exclamations 

Vocabulary • Social studies terms, such as abolitionist, nomination
Words • Many multisyllable words, such as tremendous, phenomenal, and subsequently

Illustrations • Photographs with captions
Book and Print Features • Twelve pages of text with photographs on most pages

• Chapter headings 
• Table of contents
• Sidebars that include factual information
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Expand Your Vocabulary

abolitionist – someone who does 
away with slavery, p. 3

emancipation – the condition 
of being free from slavery or 
bondage, p. 14

fugitive – person excluded from 
normal legal protection and 
rights, p. 8

plantation – a large estate or 
farm on which crops are 
raised, p. 7

The Writer Who Changed America by Nancy N. Ragno

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of slavery to build interest. Ask questions such as 
the following: What do you know about slavery? Have you ever felt really strongly about 
something? What did you do about it? Read the title and author and talk about the 
photograph on the cover. Note the chapter heads. Tell students that this selection is a 
biography, of the writer Harriet Beecher Stowe. Ask students what kind of information they 
might expect to fi nd in a biography of a writer.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 3: Have students locate the highlighted word abolitionist, and provide 
help with pronunciation as necessary. Ask: How did abolitionists feel about the 
institution of slavery?

Page 4: The text says the novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin awakened thousands to the 
evils of slavery. What does the author mean by “awakened thousands”? The 
book’s success helped Abraham Lincoln gain his political party’s nomination for 
president. What does nomination qualify the candidate to do?

Page 7: Discuss with students the map at the top of the page. Point out the states 
that were considered “slave states.” 
Suggested language: Enslaved peoples in these states lived and worked on 
plantations. They worked for free, or they were not paid for their services. What 
do you notice about the general locations of “slave states” and “free states”?

Page 12: Have students look at the photograph of Frederick Douglas. Explain to 
students that Douglas was a former enslaved man who became a famous writer 
and lecturer.

Page 14: Find the word emancipation on this page. Read the sentence. What do 
you think it means to be emancipated?

Now go back to the beginning of the biography to read about the life of Harriet 
Beecher Stowe.
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed. 

Remind students to use the Infer/Predict Strategy  and to use text clues 
to fi gure out what isn’t directly stated by the author. 

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the book. 
Suggested language: What kind of cause have you supported that made you take action, 
similar to Stowe? What kind of infl uence do you think Stowe had on ending slavery? 

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote a 
very infl uential book.

• Slavery was a problem that 
many people did not agree with. 

• The Emancipation Proclamation 
Act helped put an end to slavery.

• People should speak out 
when they do not agree with 
something. 

 • Even one person can make a big 
difference.

• The photographs help the reader 
visualize the people in the book.

• The author includes dates that 
help the reader understand the 
historical signifi cance of the 
book.

• The chapter heads break up 
the text in a logical, sequential 
manner. 
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Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose two pages from the selection to act out. Remind 

them to pay attention to phrasing, and to use punctuation to guide them in using 
proper phrasing, and to be aware of the author’s use of devices like foreshadowing 
and digression in varying the pace of their reading.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Remind students that longer words are often formed from 
shorter, familiar words. For example, abolitionist on page 3 comes from the root 
abolish. The suffi x -tion means “a state of” and changes the verb to a noun. Other 
examples of words in the text with -tion suffi xes include nomination, plantation, and 
emancipation
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 22.9.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book, using their Reader’s 
Notebook. Use the instruction below as needed to reinforce or extend understanding 
of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Cause and Effect 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that the cause is why something 

happens and the effect is what happens because of the cause. Model how to add details 
to the Graphic Organizer, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below: 

Think Aloud

On page 4, the fi rst paragraph describes the impact Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin had on the American people and how it helped Lincoln win the 
presidential election. The cause is the powerful message the words of 
the book conveyed when it was published. The effect is that Lincoln was 
elected president. Write this on the chart in the box labeled Effect.

Practice the Skill
Encourage students to share their examples of another selection that includes cause-and-
effect relationships.

Writing Prompt: Thinking About the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when 
they think about the text, they refl ect back on the text. They should notice and evaluate 
language, genre, literary devices, and how the text is organized.

Assessment Prompts
• The author organizes the selection by ___________________________________.

• In the caption on page 7, what does the word free mean?

• Which sentences from page 8 of the biography show that Harriet Beecher Stowe had a 
strong sense of duty?
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What effects did Harriet Beecher 

Stowe’s novel have on the country?

  

  

 2. Think within the text What real event did Harriet use in 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin? 

  

  

 3. Think beyond the text Harriet’s husband cried after he read 

her story of Uncle’s Tom death.  Why do you think the story 

caused such a strong response?

  

  

  

 4. Think about the text Why does the author begin the book with 

Harriet meeting Abraham Lincoln?

  

  

 

Making Connections Women could not always do the same things men 
could do.  Harriet Beecher Stowe did not let that stop her from helping to 
change the country.  Who are other women who shaped history?  Explain 
briefly what they did.

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

The Writer Who Changed 
America

Critical Thinking

 Lesson 22
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 2 . 9

Name  Date 

11Critical Thinking
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Grade 4, Unit 5: Change Is All Around 

It awakened people to the evil of slavery, helped Lincoln get elected president, led 

to the start of the Civil War, and made Harriet famous. 

Her brother and Calvin helped a fugitive escape from her former slave owner by 

driving her to a safe home on the Underground Railroad.

The story made Calvin cry because it was written well, but it was sad.  He did not 

agree either with violence or slavery

to introduce Harriet and show the effect her story had on America before going 

into detail about how the book changed the country.

 Possible responses shown.
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English Language Development
Reading Support Make sure the text matches the students’ reading level. Language 
and content should be accessible with regular teaching support.

Cognates The text includes many cognates. Point out the English words and their 
Spanish equivalents: abolitionist (abolicionista), emancipation (emancipación), fugitive 
(fugitivo), plantation (plantación).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Who is the biography 
about?

Speaker 2: Harriet Beecher Stowe

Speaker 1: What did she help end?

Speaker 2: slavery

Speaker 1: What president passed the 
Emancipation Proclamation Act?

Speaker 2: President Abraham Lincoln

Speaker 1: What book did Harriet 
Beecher Stowe write that helped end 
slavery?

Speaker 2: Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

Speaker 1: What famous former slave 
did Stowe consult as she wrote her 
book?

Speaker 2: Frederick Douglas gave 
Stowe information for her book.

Speaker 1: How did Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin help put an end to slavery?

Speaker 2: The description of 
the treatment of slaves made a 
huge impact on the American 
people. They demanded that the 
government do something to put 
an end to slavery. 
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Name  Date 

The Writer Who Changed America
Thinking About the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in two or three 
paragraphs.

Remember that when you think about the text, you reflect back on the text. 
You notice and evaluate language, genre, literary devices, and how the text 
is organized.

Which graphic features in the biography work best and why? What other 
kinds of information might be added to enhance the book further? Include 
details from the text to support your answer.
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What effects did Harriet Beecher 

Stowe’s novel have on the country?

  

  

 2. Think within the text What real event did Harriet use in 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin? 

  

  

 3. Think beyond the text Harriet’s husband cried after he read 

her story of Uncle’s Tom death. Why do you think the story caused 

such a strong response?

  

  

  

 4. Think about the text Why does the author begin the book with 

Harriet meeting Abraham Lincoln?

  

  

 

Making Connections Women could not always do the same things men 
could do. Harriet Beecher Stowe did not let that stop her from helping to 
change the country. Who are other women who shaped history? Explain briefly 
what they did.

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

The Writer Who Changed 
America

Critical Thinking
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Student  Date 
Lesson 22
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Running Record FormRunning Record Form

The Writer Who Changed 
America • LEVEL U

The Writer Who Changed 
America

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

11 One Sunday morning in February of 1851, Harriet was 

attending a church service. Suddenly, she had an idea. In her 

mind, she saw the death of Uncle Tom. She saw an old, gentle 

man being beaten as he prayed for the forgiveness of his 

slaveholders. Harriet was so moved she had to fight back 

tears.

After dinner, Harriet went to her room to write the story of 

Uncle Tom’s death. She wrote the story on brown wrapping 

paper. Harriet wondered what she would do with the story. It 

couldn’t stand on its own. It really was the end of a story.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/101 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 

14
13

98
3
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