
Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Nonfi ction

Text Structure • Exposition, with many second-person statements 
• Instructions to reader
• Text ends with question to reader

Content • Kinds of trees and seeds
• Growing a tree from a seed
• Effects of weather and seasons on leaves

Themes and Ideas • Trees have great variety.
• Trees can grow naturally or be planted and tended.
• Many trees change with the seasons.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Second-person engages the reader.
• Compare/contrast cues, such as, different, same, other 

Sentence Complexity • Most sentences have eight words or fewer.
• Sentence with ellipses: Your seed will grow... and grow... and become a tree! 

Vocabulary • Words central to understanding content: trees, grow, different, seeds, leaves, weather, 
change, summer, fall 

Words • Highlighted high-frequency words: better, night, pretty, saw, thought, told, turned, window
• One- and two-syllable words; three-syllable word: different
• Plurals and contraction: that’s

Illustrations • Color photos support the text.
Book and Print Features • One photo or contrasting photos above text on each of nine pages

• Each sentence begins on a new line.
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Trees
by Olivia Ramos

Fountas-Pinnell Level G
Nonfiction
Selection Summary
Trees grow in many places. You can grow a tree from a seed if you 
make sure it has water and sunlight. The leaves of some trees change 
as the weather changes, but the leaves of other trees stay the same.
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better pretty thought turned

night saw told window

Words to Know

Trees by Olivia Ramos

Build Background
Have children read the title and describe what is shown in the cover photo. Anticipate the 
text with questions like these: Why are the trees in the photo so colorful? Where would 
you see trees like these? Could you grow a tree? Why do you think that? 

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, helping with unfamiliar words so that they can read the 
text successfully. Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Tell children that the writer of this book uses the word you because she is 
talking to you, the readers. She is telling the reader all about trees.
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. What do you see here? The sentences read: 
Trees grow in many places. Can you see a tree from your window? Say window. 
Find the word window in the last line. Point under each syllable as I say it:
win-dow. Now say the whole word quickly: window. What do we see outside our 
classroom windows?

Page 3: Remind children to look for information in the pictures to help them read. 
Look at the four pictures. Where have you seen seeds like these? Have you seen 
them near trees? Did you know they were seeds from a tree?

Page 4: The girl in the photo has put a tree seed in the ground. Now the girl is 
pouring water on the ground. Why do you think she is doing that? A seed needs 
water and sun. The last sentence says: It will grow better if it gets a lot of sun. 
What sound do you hear fi rst in better? Find the word better and point to it.

Now turn back to the beginning of the book to read about trees and how to 
grow them.

Words to Know
Have children turn to the Words to Know at the back of the book. Read each word aloud and 
then together. Explain any unknown words. Tell children to look for these words as they read.
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Read
As the children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem solving ability.

Respond to the Text
Personal Response
Ask children to share their personal responses to the book. Begin by asking what they 
liked best about the book, or what they found interesting.
Suggested language: Which trees in the book look like trees you have seen in real life? 
Where did you see them?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these teaching points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Trees grow in many places.

• Trees grow from seeds that you 
can plant and take care of.

• Some trees have green leaves in 
summer; red, yellow, and orange 
leaves in fall; and no leaves in 
winter.

• It would be interesting to plant a 
seed and watch a tree grow.

• Colorful leaves in fall are 
beautiful.

• The weather is the reason why 
some trees have no leaves in 
winter.

• The photos help you see how 
trees are alike and different.

• The writer wants readers to 
enjoy trees by planting their own.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Support
Concepts of Print
On page 5 of Trees, show children the points of ellipsis (“three dots”) used twice in the 
last sentence. Tell them that these marks show that time is going by, so readers take a 
breath to slow down. Model by reading the sentence aloud, and invite children to take 
turns reading it aloud. 

Phonemic Awareness and Word Work
Provide practice as needed with words and sounds, using one of the following activities:

• Clapping Syllables Say words from Trees that have one or two syllables. Have 
children repeat each word and clap with each syllable. Words to use: grow, leaves, 
be-come, win-ter, man-y, fall, some-one.

• Compound Words Point out the word someone on page 10. Write the words some 
and one, explaining how the two smaller words help readers fi gure out the longer, 
compound word. List these compound words for children to break apart orally or in 
writing: sometime, someday, something. 
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Writing About Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Read the directions and have children complete the Vocabulary questions on BLM 21.1.

Responding
Have children complete the vocabulary activities on page 11.

Building Vocabulary
Weather Words
Help children use the photos and words in Trees to develop sentences about weather. 
Suggested language: This photo on page 8 shows a tree in winter. What are some words 
that tell about the weather in this photo? What is the weather like at other times of year 
and in other places? Write children’s suggestions in a web, with the word weather in the 
center. 

(Possible suggestions: cold, freezing, icy, snowy, cloudy, rainy, chilly, warm, hot, broiling, 
sunny) 

Work with the group, or have children work with partners, to say and write sentences 
using one or more of the listed words at a time. Children then read the sentences aloud. 

Writing Prompt
Read aloud the following prompt. Have children draw and write their response, using the 
writing prompt on page 6.

Draw a picture of the same tree in spring, summer, winter, and fall. 

Write about how the tree changes.
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Read directions to children.
3

Words to Know
Listen to each question. Answer each 

question with a word from the box.

 1. Which word 

goes with dark? night
 2. Which word 

goes with door? window
 3. Which word 

goes with changed? turned
 4. Which word 

goes with think? thought
 5. Which word 

goes with best? better
 6. Which word 

goes with see? saw
 7. Which word 

goes with tell? told
 8. Which word 

goes with quite?  pretty

better

night

pretty

saw

thought

told

turned

window

Word Bank

Words to Know
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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First Pass

English Language Learners
Reading Support Help children work with pronouns. Read aloud sentences from 
Trees that have the pronouns they and their. Show children that these words refer to trees. 

Oral Language Development
Check the children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/ Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What do these photos 
show?

Speaker 2: seeds

Speaker 1: What are green, red, and 
orange?

Speaker 2: the leaves

Speaker 1: What do you put in the 
ground to grow a tree?

Speaker 2: You put a seed in the ground.

Speaker 1: What does a growing tree 
need?

Speaker 2: It needs water and sun.

Speaker 1: What changes can 
happen to trees and leaves 
during the year?

Speaker 2: In fall, the leaves 
change color. In winter, the trees 
have no leaves. In summer, the 
leaves are green. 
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Name  Date 

Trees
Draw a picture of the same tree in spring, 
summer, winter, and fall. 

Write about how the tree changes.
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Words to Know
Listen to each question. Answer each 

question with a word from the box.

 1. Which word 

goes with dark? 

 2. Which word 

goes with door? 

 3. Which word 

goes with changed? 

 4. Which word 

goes with think? 

 5. Which word 

goes with best? 

 6. Which word 

goes with see? 

 7. Which word 

goes with tell? 

 8. Which word 

goes with quite?  

better

night

pretty

saw

thought

told

turned

window

Word Bank

Name 
Lesson 21
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Trees
Words to Know
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Student  Date 
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Trees
Running Record Form

Trees • level g

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓ 
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

® 
cat

0

Omission — cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut 
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc 
cat 0

Insertion the 

ˆcat 1

Word told T 
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

4

Trees grow

in many places.

Can you see a tree

from your window?

All trees grow

from seeds.

There are many kinds

of seeds.

You can grow a tree!

Put a seed in the ground.

Comments: Accuracy Rate  
(# words read 

correctly/35 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate  

(# errors + #  
Self-Corrections/  
Self-Correction)

1: 
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