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Three Friends or Two?
by Seth Jacobson

Fountas-Pinnell Level S
Realistic Fiction
Selection Summary
Petra is new at school and attempting to fi t in. When she makes 
a new friend, Amy, she is afraid that Amy’s best friend, Sasha, is 
jealous of their budding friendship, and she wonders if three is 
truly a crowd.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Realistic fi ction

Text Structure • Third-person narrative organized in six short chapters
• Chapter headings hint at content

Content • Making friends in a new school
• Trying to fi t in despite obstacles 
• Loneliness 

Themes and Ideas • Insecurity and lack of communication can lead to misunderstandings.
• Three is not always a crowd.
• Be yourself and you will attract new friends.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Conversational language
• Realistic dialogue
• Metaphors: space seemed “as wide as the ocean”

Sentence Complexity • A mixture of short and complex sentences
• All caps, dashes, exclamations, italics

Vocabulary • Many words not defi ned in context: impression, spiteful, strides
Words • Multisyllable words, such as comprehension, jeopardy, exhilaration

Illustrations • Lively, realistic color illustrations with captions support the text
Book and Print Features • Thirteen pages of text with chapter headings
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Target Vocabulary

abrupt – taking place suddenly 
blurted – spoke suddenly without 

thinking
comprehension – full 

understanding
eventually – taking place some 

time in the future, p. 5

exhilaration – a feeling of 
extreme excitement, p. 8

jeopardy – danger, p. 6 
oracle – a person who can 

predict the future 

scrounged – gathered from 
whatever happens to be 
nearby, p. 6

spiteful – doing or saying 
something to hurt someone, 
p. 4

stable – strong and unlikely to 
break down or change 

Three Friends or Two? by Seth Jacobson

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge about fi tting in to visualize the story. Build interest by 
asking questions such as the following: Have you ever had a diffi cult time fi tting in with a 
group? What did you do to resolve this situation? Read the title and author and talk about 
the cover illustration. Note the six chapter heads. Tell students that this book is realistic 
fi ction, and it will tell a present-day story with events that could take place in real life.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that this is a book about a new student, Petra. Ask: How does it 
feel to be a new kid at school? 

Pages 4–5: The text says that Sasha looked spiteful when Petra became friendly 
with Amy, who is Sasha’s best friend. Do you agree that “two’s company and 
three’s a crowd?” Why or why not?

Pages 6–7: Explain that Petra is worried that she is putting Amy and Sasha’s 
friendship in jeopardy. Why would their friendship be in jeopardy? Point out the 
illustration. The text says, “A familiar loneliness crept into her chest.” Why might 
Petra feel lonely even though she has made friends?

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to fi nd out how Petra fi ts in 
with her new friends.

2 Lesson 21: Three Friends or Two?Grade 6
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. 
Support their understanding of the text as needed. 

Remind students to use the Infer/Predict Strategy  as they read. 
Tell them to use text clues to fi gure out what might occur in the future.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the story. 
Suggested language: Do you think the problem in the book was realistic? 

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Petra makes a friend, Amy, but 
Amy’s old friend Sasha is not 
friendly.

• Petra has moved often, and each 
time she experiences loneliness.

• Sasha reveals that she feels like 
both her family and friendship 
are falling apart.

• When people communicate, 
misunderstandings can be 
avoided.

• You can make new friends while 
keeping the old.

• Dare to be yourself and you will 
be accepted.

• The dialogue sounds very 
realistic, the way preteen girls 
would speak.

• The modern-day settings make 
the story easy to visualize.

• The narrative of the text tells 
the story of Petra’s search for 
acceptance, and has a beginning, 
middle, and end.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a scene from the story to act out. Remind them 

to pay attention to projecting their voice and speaking with expression, and to use 
gestures that the three main characters might have used.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind students that learning common suffi xes found in 
words such as friendliest, outsider, handful, and lately can help them fi gure out the 
meaning of unfamiliar words.

3 Lesson 21: Three Friends or Two?Grade 6
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

6_310169_BL_LRTG_L21_ThreeFriends.indd   3 11/5/09   1:56:11 PM



Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 21.7.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book, using their Reader’s 
Notebook. Use the instruction below as needed to reinforce or extend understanding 
of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Compare and Contrast 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Have students examine how two or more details 

or ideas are alike and different. Tell them to analyze how the similarities and differences 
between the characters affect the plot. Model how to add details to the Graphic Organizer, 
using a “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

Sasha and Amy grew up together and are best friends. Petra is new at 
school, so that detail contrasts her with Sasha and Amy. All three girls 
are on the track team. That detail shows how they are alike.

Practice the Skill
Encourage students to share their examples of another book that uses Compare and 
Contrast to describe how characters are different from each other and how they are 
the same. 

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use their personal knowledge to reach new understandings.

Assessment Prompts
• What two sentences on pages 4–5 support the idea that Sasha is unfriendly toward 

Petra?

• What other words in the fi rst paragraph on page 8 help with the meaning of 
exhilaration?

• The reader can predict at the end of the selection that Petra will probably

____________________________________________________.
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text Why is Petra worried about being friends 

with Amy?

 

 2. Think within the text Why is Sasha upset?

 

 3. Think beyond the text What lesson could Petra learn about jumping 

to conclusions in the story?  Why is this an important lesson?

 

 

 

 4. Think about the text Compare Sasha’s relationship to Petra before 

and after babysitting Amy’s cousins.

 

 

 

Making Connections Many books and movies are about friends who argue 
and don’t get along.  Think of a story you know about friends who sometimes 
don’t get along.  What was the problem?  How was the problem solved?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 
Lesson 21

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 1 . 7

Three Friends or Two?
Critical Thinking

Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Grade 6, Unit 5: Taking Charge of Change9

Possible responses shown.

Petra does not want to come between Amy and Sasha.

Her parents are getting a divorce.

Petra should not make assumptions about why people act the way 

they do. If we make wrong assumptions, we could miss out on 

getting to know people.

Before, Sasha is not friendly to Petra. After babysitting, she 

reveals that she’s been upset about her parents’ divorce. This 

brings her and Petra closer to being friends.

21.07_6_246260RNLEAN_Crtl Thk.in9   9 12/17/09   3:22:31 PM

First Pass

English Language Development
Reading Support Pair advanced and intermediate readers to read the story softly, 
or have students listen to the audio or online recordings. Remind them that Amy’s friend 
Sasha seems like she doesn’t want to be friendly with Amy’s new friend, Petra.

Idioms The story includes some idioms that might be unfamiliar. Explain the meaning of 
expressions such as three’s a crowd (page 4) and something else is bugging her (page 5).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: When was the only time 
Amy and Petra saw Sasha during 
school?

Speaker 2: at lunchtime

Speaker 1: Who did Amy, Sasha, and 
Petra babysit?

Speaker 2: Amy’s twin cousins

Speaker 1: What made Sasha tell her 
friends why she was upset?

Speaker 2: Amy asked

Speaker 1: What are the two reasons 
why Sasha was upset?

Speaker 2: She found out that her 
parents are getting divorced, and she 
felt like her friendship with Amy was 
ending.

Speaker 1: How does Petra feel when 
Amy confronts Sasha about her 
behavior?

Speaker 2: She is uncomfortable and 
upset.

Speaker 1: Why does Amy make 
the decision to eat lunch with 
Petra instead of Sasha?

Speaker 2: Since Sasha is being 
unfriendly toward Petra, Amy 
does not want to join her at the 
lunch table. Amy thinks that best 
friends need to be able to make 
room for other friends too. 

5 Lesson 21: Three Friends or Two?Grade 6
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Name  Date 

Three Friends or Two?
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs. 

Remember that when you think beyond the text, you use your personal 
knowledge to reach new understandings. 

On page 4, the author describes how Sasha waves Amy over to her lunch 
table, but ignores Petra. Petra says, “Go ahead. I can find a seat somewhere 
else.” Why do you think she says this? Would you have said the same thing 
if you were in a similar situation? What does this detail tell you about Petra’s 
character?

6 Lesson 21: Three Friends or Two?Grade 6
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text Why is Petra worried about being friends 

with Amy?

 

 2. Think within the text Why is Sasha upset?

 

 3. Think beyond the text What lesson could Petra learn about jumping 

to conclusions in the story?  Why is this an important lesson?

 

 

 

 4. Think about the text Compare Sasha’s relationship to Petra before 

and after babysitting Amy’s cousins.

 

 

 

Making Connections Many books and movies are about friends who argue 
and don’t get along.  Think of a story you know about friends who sometimes 
don’t get along.  What was the problem?  How was the problem solved?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

7 Lesson 21: Three Friends or Two?Grade 6
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

Name  Date 
Lesson 21

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 1 . 7

Three Friends or Two?
Critical Thinking

6_310169_BL_LRTG_L21_ThreeFriends.indd   7 1/7/10   9:23:17 PM



14
14
46
1

Student  Date 
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Three Friends or Two?
Running Record Form

Three Friends or Two? • LEVEL S

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

6 They found a table near the trash bins. Amy made a face at the 

smell. 

“Are you sure you want to sit here?” Petra asked. “I really 

don’t mind if you want to sit with Sasha.” Now more than ever, 

Petra felt responsible for putting Amy and Sasha’s friendship 

in jeopardy. 

“Don’t worry,” Amy said. “Sasha and I have been best friends 

for a long time. I think best friends have to learn how to make 

room for other people, you know?” 

Petra nodded and picked at her sandwich. 

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/89 × 100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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