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Selection Summary
When Darnell’s mother goes back to work, everyone tries to help. But 
they soon fi nd out that with Mom at work, many things just don’t get 
done. At a family meeting, Dad makes a jobs chart. A surprise visitor 
helps each family member do his or her job, and soon life is running 
smoothly again.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Fantasy

Text Structure • First-person narrative
• Story told by narrator and through dialogue
• Details about characters help the reader to determine the theme.

Content • Teamwork 
• A special dog helps a family
• Family life with a working mom

Themes and Ideas • The effects of teamwork can seem like magic.
• Working together can help people solve problems.
• Making a plan is the fi rst step, following it is the next step.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Conversational language 
• Light, humorous story
• Various perspectives revealed in dialogue

Sentence Complexity • A mix of short and complex sentences
• Italics for characters’ thoughts and for emphasis
• Questions in dialogue

Vocabulary • Hyphenated adjectives, such as well-oiled, fourth-grade 
• Vocabulary words explained in text

Words • Multisyllable words, such as instrument, imaginary, saxophone, combination
• Many compounds words, plurals, contractions

Illustrations • Realistic illustrations on most pages add interest, support the text
• Full-sentence captions

Book and Print Features • Thirteen pages of text 
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Target Vocabulary

appreciate – knowing what is 
good about something 

blaring – making a loud 
unpleasant noise, p. 6

combination – a mixture, p. 6

effort – trying hard, p. 9
feats – diffi cult actions 
introduce – present people to 

each other for the fi rst time 
nocturnal – active mostly at night 

promptly – right away 
racket – loud, bothersome noise, 

p. 6
suggest – put forward an idea, 

p. 12

The Magic of Teamwork by L. M. Colozza 

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of families and chores to visualize the story. Build 
interest by asking questions such as the following: What types of teams have you been 
on? How is a family like a team? Read the title and author and talk about the cover 
illustration. Tell students that this story is fantasy, so some of the events could not really 
happen, even though they seem real. 

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Pages 2–3: Explain that this is a story about a boy named Darnell and his family. 
Darnell is in fourth grade; he has an older sister named Keisha and a younger 
brother named Malik. Suggested language: Turn to page 2 of this book. It is the 
fi rst day of school. Mom has checklists of things that Keisha and Darnell need. 
Look at the illustrations on pages 2 and 3. What kind of effort do you think is 
necessary to get Keisha and Darnell ready for the fi rst day of school?

Page 4: Explain that Darnell’s mom is going back to work, and it is her fi rst day, 
too. Read Darnell’s words: “Today is your fi rst day back to work, Mom. Where is 
your checklist”? Ask: How might Darnell feel about his mom going back to work?

Page 5: Point out the illustration and read the caption on page 5. Then read Dad’s 
words: “This family is a well-oiled machine.” Ask: What does Dad mean when he 
says this?

Page 6: Explain that one day, Mom comes home from work late. She follows the 
sound of blaring music and orders Keisha to “Turn off that racket.” Ask: What 
does Mom want Keisha to do? Why?

Page 8: Draw students’ attention to the illustration of Mom on page 8. Explain that 
the chores haven’t been done, the laundry hasn’t been done, and no one has made 
coffee. Ask: What do you think the problem in this story will be?

Now turn back to the beginning of the story and read to fi nd out what happens 
when mom goes back to work.
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed. 

Remind students to use the Summarize Strategy   and to pause to 
explain important parts of the story in their own words as they read.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the story. 
Suggested language: At the end of the story, why do you think Darnell says that if things 
stop running smoothly, Boomer will be back? Do you think Boomer will be back? Why or 
why not?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• When Darnell’s mom goes back 
to work, things stop running 
smoothly in the family.

• At a family meeting, Darnell’s 
dad makes a chart listing all the 
jobs that need to be done.

• A magic dog joins the family 
and helps them do what’s on the 
chart.

• Working together can help solve 
problems.

• Making a plan is just the fi rst 
step—following the plan is the 
next step.

• What seems like magic might 
just be teamwork.

• The language sounds very 
realistic, the way members of a 
family really talk to each other.

• The author includes captions for 
every illustration that clarify and 
reinforce the events in the story.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text to act out. Remind them 

to pay attention to punctuation, and to read as if the narrator, Darnell, or the other 
characters, were actually speaking.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Explain to students that contractions are two words joined 
together to form one word. Point out and the discuss contractions such as you’re 
(p. 2), we’re (p. 4), I’ll (p. 9), can’t (p. 11), doesn’t (p.11), it’s (p. 11), and don’t (p. 14) 
and have students identify the two words that are joined together for each contraction.
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 21.7.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book, using their Reader’s 
Notebook. Use the instruction below as needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the 
comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Theme 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that understanding characters’ actions will 

help them recognize the theme of a story. Model how to add details to the Graphic 
Organizer, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

On page 9, Mom offers to make extra meals to reheat during the week. 
On page 10, Keisha offers to make lunches the night before. Details such 
as these help explain the theme of the story. These details suggest that 
the theme might be “Teamwork is important in a family.”

Practice the Skill
Have students share an example of another story in which the characters’ actions helped 
them understand the theme of the story.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use their personal knowledge to reach new understandings.

Assessment Prompts
• What is the fi rst paragraph on page 8 mainly about?

• In the fi rst paragraph on page 9, what does the word effort mean?

• On page 2, when Keisha says “Check,” she means she 

________________________________________________________________.
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text Darnell’s mother checks everyone’s 

backpack.  Why does she do this?

  

  

 2. Think within the text What are some ways that the family is 

off its schedule?

  

  

 3. Think beyond the text Dad makes a chart listing the chores.  

Do you think making charts is a helpful way to organize chores?  

Explain your answer.

  

  

  

 4. Think about the text What message is the author giving the 

reader with this story?

  

  

 

Making Connections What system does your family use to get ready for 
school or to organize family chores?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

 Lesson 21
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 1 . 7

Name  Date 

9Critical Thinking
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Grade 4, Unit 5: Change Is All Around 

The Magic of Teamwork
Critical Thinking

Darnell’s mother is very organized.  She has to go to work the next day and wants 

to make sure things are ready and will run smoothly.

Homework is not � nished before Mom gets home from work.  Mom forgets to sign 

permission slips or to make lunches.  Laundry is piling up.

I think making a chart is a good way to organize chores because people can look 

at the chart to see who should be doing what chore.

Working as a team can help to solve a problem.  Also, sometimes a team may 

receive special help!

 Possible responses shown.

09_4_246246RTXEAN_L21_FR.indd   9 12/8/09   7:50:37 PM

First Pass

English Language Development
Reading Support Pair advanced and intermediate readers to read the story softly, or 
have students listen to the audio or online recordings. Remind students that this story 
describes how life changes when Darnell’s mom goes back to work, and how the family 
gets back on track.

Idioms The story includes idioms that might be unfamiliar. Explain the meaning of 
expressions such as run smoothly (page 5) and It’s raining cats and dogs! (page 11).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Who is telling the story?

Speaker 2: Darnell

Speaker 1: Who is Keisha?

Speaker 2: Darnell’s sister

Speaker 1: How does Keisha help out?

Speaker 2: She makes lunches.

Speaker 1: What does Mom forget to do 
for Darnell?

Speaker 2: She doesn’t sign the 
permission slip for his fi eld trip.

Speaker 1: What does Dad make at the 
family meeting?

Speaker 2: He makes a list of jobs for 
the family.

Speaker 1: How does Boomer 
help solve the problem?

Speaker 2: Boomer gets the boys 
out of bed in the morning. He 
makes sure that everyone does 
his or her chores. He shows the 
family that teamwork works.

5 Lesson 21: The Magic of TeamworkGrade 4
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Name  Date 

The Magic of Teamwork 
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs. 

Remember that when you think beyond the text, you use your personal 
knowledge to reach new understandings. 

The title of this story is The Magic of Teamwork. Do you think it is a good 
title? Why do you think the author chose the word “magic”? Why do you 
think the author chose the word “teamwork”? How could you apply the 
magic of teamwork to your family? Use details to explain your answer.
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The Magic of Teamwork
Critical Thinking
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text Darnell’s mother checks everyone’s 

backpack.  Why does she do this?

  

  

 2. Think within the text What are some ways that the family is 

off its schedule?

  

  

 3. Think beyond the text Dad makes a chart listing the chores.  

Do you think making charts is a helpful way to organize chores?  

Explain your answer.

  

  

  

 4. Think about the text What message is the author giving the 

reader with this story?

  

  

  

Making Connections What system does your family use to get ready for 
school or to organize family chores?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.
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The Magic of Teamwork
Running Record Form

The Magic of Teamwork • LEVEL M

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

It was the first day of school. Mom pulled out her checklists. 

“Keisha, you’re first,” she said. “Do you have everything you 

need for your first day of middle school?”

Keisha nodded and stepped forward. Mom read from her list. 

“Backpack?”

“Check,” Keisha said, lifting the bag.

“Notebook and pencils?”

“Check!” Keisha placed the last items in her bag.

Mom smiled, “It looks like you’re ready!”

Next, I stepped forward. Mom began reading my checklist. 

When she finished, she looked me in the eye and said, 

“Darnell, have you decided what instrument you want to play 

in the fourth-grade band?”

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/100 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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