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Four Stops on the Santa Fe Trail
by Sarah Glasscock

Fountas-Pinnell Level S
Informational
Selection Summary
Over 200 years ago, pioneers, Indians, trappers, traders, and 
explorers traveled the Santa Fe Trail from Independence, Missouri to 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. Today, visitors to four stops along the trail can 
learn about this historic route and the people who traveled it. 
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Informational

Text Structure • One introductory chapter 
• One chapter dedicated to each of the four stops on the Trail 

Content • Four destinations along the Santa Fe Trail: Council Grove, Kansas; Bent’s Old Fort, 
Colorado; Fort Union, New Mexico; Santa Fe, New Mexico

• People of note who lived along the Santa Fe Trail: Seth M. Hays, Colonel Stephen Watts 
Kearny, Julia Archibald Holmes

Themes and Ideas • The Santa Fe Trail was a major transportation and trade route. 
• Historic sites need to be preserved.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Clear, simple language

Sentence Complexity • A mixture of simple and complex sentences
Vocabulary • Some terms, most of which should be familiar, such as trail, highway, and route 

Words • Primarily one or two syllable words
Illustrations • Color and black-and-white photographs with captions

• Map
Book and Print Features • Sidebars that profi le several historic “People Along the Trail”

• Table of Contents
• Glossary
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Target Vocabulary

evident – very easy to see, p. 6
factor – something that brings 

about a result, p. 8
mirages – images that appear to 

be real, but are not, p. 7
pace – the rate at which 

something is done, p. 3 

salvation – something or 
someone that saves or 
rescues, p. 13

seep – to pass slowly through 
openings, p. 11 

shuffl ed – walked without lifting 
feet, p. 7

stunted – had its growth stopped 
or slowed, p. 9 

undoubtedly – without question, 
p. 4

vain – having no chance of 
success, p. 10

Four Stops on the Santa Fe Trail by Sarah Glasscock 

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of the Old West to visualize the text. Build interest by 
asking questions such as the following: What do you think of when you think of the Old 
West? What kind of transportation did pioneers use? Read the title and author and talk 
about the cover photograph. Explain that the Santa Fe Trail was a heavily traveled route 
in the Old West over 200 years ago. 

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and nonfi ction features. Help with 
unfamiliar language so they can read the text successfully. Give special attention to target 
vocabulary. Here are some suggestions:

Page 3: Turn to page 3. Suggested Language: Look at the map. It shows that 
the Santa Fe Trail begins in Independence, Missouri, and ends in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. What states does the trail pass through? Two hundred years ago, people 
traveled the trail in wagons like the one on the cover. 

Page 7: Read the caption. What details does it give about Bent’s Old Fort? Have 
students locate the highlighted word mirages on the page. When travelers saw 
snow-covered mountains in the distance, they must have thought their eyes were 
playing tricks on them. What’s a place where hot, thirsty travelers sometimes see 
mirages?

Page 9: Read the caption. What kinds of supplies might travelers need? Have 
students fi nd the highlighted word. What do trees that are stunted look like?

Page 10: Have students look at the photo of Fort Union. Soldiers from Fort 
Union patrolled the Santa Fe Trail to protect wagon trains that carried the mail. 
Unfortunately, these wagon trains often waited in vain for help when they needed 
it. Does that mean that help arrived or that it didn’t arrive?

Page 13: Read the caption and make sure students understand the term locals. 
Over the years, the Santa Fe Trail nearly disappeared and was almost forgotten. 
Then some locals became its salvation. 

Now turn back to the beginning and read to learn more about what can be found 
on the Santa Fe Trail. 
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed.

Remind students to use the Visualize Strategy  as they read and to 
picture in their minds the Santa Fe Trail of the Old West. 

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the text. 
Suggested language: Which of the stops along the Santa Fe Trail would you most like to 
visit? Why is that one the most interesting to you? 

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• The Santa Fe Trail was an 
important transportation and 
trade route in the Old West. 

• Four stops along the trail have 
been made into historical 
learning centers. 

• Some individuals left traces of 
their lives on the trail.

• The Santa Fe Trail played a major 
role in U.S. history. 

• It is important to preserve 
historic landmarks before they 
disappear. 

• Captions help explain the photos 
and add details to the text. 

• Photos help readers identify the 
setting of time and place.

• Sidebars provide additional 
information. 

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind 

them to pay particular attention to phrasing, linking words into meaningful groups. 
Point out that this sometimes means pausing at punctuation as well as at places in the 
text that do not have punctuation marks.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with the different sounds made by 
the letters ou, using examples from the text. Remind them that the letters ou can make 
the vowel sound in thousands, undoubtedly, mountains, and Council. The letters ou 
can also make the sound in route and through.
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Writing about Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Have students complete the Vocabulary questions on BLM 21.1.

Responding
Have students use their Reader’s Notebook to complete the pages on page 15. 
Remind them to answer the Word Teaser on page 16. (Answer: vain)

Reading Nonfi ction
Nonfiction Features: Photographs and Glossaries Remind students that nonfi ction has 
many features to help readers fi nd and understand important information. Photographs 
and glossaries are two of these features. Photographs usually add information that is not 
provided in the text. Have students study the photo on the cover. Ask students what they 
can learn from the photograph about the setting of the text. (It’s about a long time ago 
when people traveled in wagons.) Have students write a caption for the photograph. 

Glossaries are another important source of information. They include words from the 
text that might be unfamiliar to readers. Draw attention to the word Panhandle on page 
9. Point out that the context of this word is not helpful about the word’s meaning, so 
the glossary is a good place to fi nd the defi nition. Have students locate the defi nition of 
Panhandle in the glossary. 

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use their personal knowledge to reach new understandings.

Assessment Prompts
• Read the text on page 5. Before the treaty was signed, the relationship between the 

United States Government and the Osage Indians was probably

 ________________________________________________________________. 

• Which sentence on page 12 explains why many people stopped using the Santa Fe 
Trail? 

• What can the reader tell about Julia Archibald Holmes from the way she is described 
on page 12?
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Target Vocabulary 
Fill in the chart below with the missing definitions, examples, and 
non-examples.  Then finish the chart using the remaining Target 
Vocabulary words.

undoubtedly

stunted

seep

factor

salvation

evident

vain

shuffl ed

pace

mirages

Vocabulary

Word Short Definition Example Non-example

seep a dripping faucet a sealed cup

evident clear or easy to see the answer to a riddle

dragged one’s feet walked sleepily after 
just waking up

   Lesson 21
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 1 . 1

Four Stops on the 
Santa Fe Trail
Target Vocabulary

Target Vocabulary
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.  All rights reserved.

Name  Date 

Grade 5, Unit 5: Under Western Skies

 

3

 Possible responses shown.

to leak

a dark stain on a 
white shirt

shuffl ed run a race

mirages unreal images lakes in a desert cars on the street
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English Language Development
Reading Support Pair beginning and intermediate readers to read the text softly, or 
have students listen to the audio or online recordings. You may want to have beginning 
speakers read the captions.

Vocabulary Some students may be confused by the multiple-meaning words included 
in the text. Point out the words post (p. 7), branches (p. 9) and stages (p. 10). Identify 
their meanings and help students use context to determine the meaning used in the text. 

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Where is the western end of 
the Santa Fe Trail?

Speaker 2: New Mexico

Speaker 1: What was the most 
important trade item at Bent’s Old 
Fort?

Speaker 2: buffalo robes

Speaker 1: What cities are at the ends of 
the Santa Fe Trail?

Speaker 2: Independence, Missouri 
and Santa Fe, New Mexico are the 
beginning and end points of the Santa 
Fe Trail.

Speaker 1: What were soldiers supposed 
to protect along the trail?

Speaker 2: They were supposed to 
protect mail stages. 

Speaker 1: What was the 
importance of the treaty signed 
at Council Grove? 

Speaker 2: It allowed traders to 
travel safely through Indian land.

Speaker 1: Why would “Last 
Chance” be a good name for 
Council Grove?

Speaker 2: The store there was 
the last chance for people to buy 
supplies.
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Name  Date 

Four Stops on the Santa Fe Trail
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs. 

Remember that when you think beyond the text, you use your personal 
knowledge to reach new understandings. 

On the last page of the selection, the text explains that the people who lived 
in Council Grove and Santa Fe were the trail’s salvation because they 
remembered how important the Santa Fe Trail was. What was so important 
about the Santa Fe Trail? Why is it important that we protect places that 
have been important in our country’s history?

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company
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Target Vocabulary 
Fill in the chart below with the missing definitions, examples, and 
non-examples. Then finish the chart using the remaining Target 
Vocabulary words.

undoubtedly

stunted

seep

factor

salvation

evident

vain

shuffled

pace

mirages

Vocabulary

Word Short Definition Example Non-example

seep a dripping faucet a sealed cup

evident clear or easy to see the answer to a riddle

dragged one’s feet walked sleepily after 
just waking up

 Lesson 21
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Four Stops on the 
Santa Fe Trail
Target Vocabulary

Name  Date 
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14
14

16
3

Student  Date 
Lesson 21

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 1 . 2 3

Four Stops on the 
Sante Fe Trail

Running Record Form

Four Stops on the Sante Fe Trail 
• LEVEL S

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

3 Eighteen-year-old Susan Shelby Magoffin was traveling 

down the Santa Fe Trail with her husband Samuel in 1846. A 

team of oxen pulled their wagon. When the young couple 

stopped for the night, they slept inside a large tent on a bed 

with a mattress and sheets. A carpet lay on the ground.

Unfortunately, a carpet and a mattress offered little 

protection against the dangers of the Santa Fe Trail. Susan 

Shelby Magoffin kept a diary of her 900-mile trip. Here is what 

she wrote about her adventure at Ash Creek in what is now 

Kansas:

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/95 × 100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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