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Fountas-Pinnell Level U
Informational Text
Selection Summary
The ancient Romans were innovators of an incredible number of 
things. Among them were concrete, sewer systems, aqueducts, 
public baths, highways and rest stops, bridges, and buildings, all built 
in the Roman style. The most famous piece of Roman architecture 
is the Colosseum. Its unique design featured 80 doorways. Our 
democracy is based on how ancient Romans governed.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Informational text

Text Structure • Introduction followed by four chapters
• Each chapter describes a “gift” developed by ancient Romans

Content • Inventions of ancient Romans 
• Why and how Romans developed innovations
• Roman culture and customs

Themes and Ideas • The modern world benefi ts from ancient Roman innovations.
• Roman culture and customs are revered in modern times.
• Our form of democracy is based on the Roman model.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Conversational language
• Setting distant in time and space from students’ experiences
• Interesting “Fast Facts” in sidebars and many details in text

Sentence Complexity • Multiple facts and details presented in simple sentences
• Dashes and exclamations. Bulleted lists

Vocabulary • Many adjectives, some of which might not be familiar to English language learners, such 
as opulent and luxurious (p.10). Cultural references such as bath houses (p.10).

Words • Many words defi ned in context: “scientists salvage, or fi nd”
• Phonetic pronunciations in glossary

Illustrations • Color photographs with captions and labels
Book and Print Features • Seventeen pages of text, table of contents, easy-to-read chapter headings, and glossary

• Insets and subheads
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Target Vocabulary

dormant – inactive, p. 9
imprints - marks, p. 6
luxurious – very high quality, 

p. 10 

meager – small, p. 7
opulent – fancy, p. 10
outlying – far from center, p. 5
salvage – fi nd, p. 6 

subjected – put through 
something unpleasant, p. 10

tremors – shaking, p. 13
unaffected – not bothered, p. 16

The Ancient Romans by Amy S. Jones

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of modern conveniences to visualize the selection. 
Build interest by asking a question such as the following: What modern conveniences—
such as running water—are you most thankful for? Read the title and author and talk 
about the cover photo. Note the introduction, chapter heads, and glossary. Tell students 
that this text is informational text, so it gives facts and examples about a topic.

Frontload Vocabulary
Some everyday terms may be unfamiliar to English learners. Before reading, check 
understanding of the following terms: sewer system, empire, rest stops, arch, bridge, 
road.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, reading the captions, noting important ideas, and helping 
with unfamiliar language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Call their 
attention to any important labels. Here are some suggestions:

Pages 2–3: Have students look at the table of contents. Point out the chapter 
“From Rome to Ben Franklin.” Explain that Ben Franklin was one of the “Founding 
Fathers,” or original leaders, of the United States. Direct students to photograph, 
caption, and label on page 3. Explain that Romans built arches out of stone or brick 
to hold up bridges. The photograph shows one example of designs created by the 
Romans. Ask: Where have you see arches like these shown here? 

Pages 4–5: Read the caption above the illustration: In ancient times, people said 
that “All roads lead to Rome.” Then direct students to the highlighted term on page 
5. One reason for this is because of the roads Romans built to outlying areas. 

Page 9: Read the caption under the photograph. Make sure students understand 
the term aqueducts. Ask students to explain where water fl ows along an aqueduct. 

Now turn back to the beginning to read facts about the ancient Romans and to 
learn about examples of their contributions. 

2 Lesson 20: The Ancient Romans Grade 6
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed. 

Remind students to use the Visualize Strategy  and use text details to 
form pictures in their minds as they read.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the selection. 
Suggested language: What did you fi nd most interesting about life in ancient Rome? 

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Ancient Romans made 
contributions in architecture, 
engineering, art, literature, 
government, and law.

• Roman ideas and innovations are 
still used around the world.

• We can learn about the Romans 
by studying the ruins of their 
buildings.

• Roman principles apply to much 
modern art and architecture.

• If Ben Franklin had not read 
about Roman government, our 
democracy might not exist.

• The introduction gives a quick 
overview of what the book is 
about. 

• The chapter headings give a 
preview of the contents of each 
chapter. 

• The glossary makes it easy to 
look up unfamiliar terms.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text to use for a readers’ 

theater. Remind them to pay attention to punctuation, and to stress certain words to 
sound as if the author were actually speaking.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind students that the prefi x un- before a word means 
“not.” For example, the word unaffected on page 16 means “not affected.” Many other 
words use this prefi x, including unpopular, unseemly, uninteresting, unfurled, and 
unfulfi lled.

3 Lesson 20: The Ancient Romans Grade 6
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 20.10.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book, using their Reader’s 
Notebook. Use the instruction below as needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the 
comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Main Ideas and Details 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that they can learn about a topic 

by identifying important ideas and supporting details. Model how to add details to the 
Graphic Organizer, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below: 

Think Aloud

The main idea of this book is that the achievements of the ancient 
Romans are still evident today. Page 4 gives a supporting detail: The 
Romans built a network of roads and rest stops. Roads with rest stops 
exist today. Page 8 tells about Roman aqueducts. Aqueducts are still 
used to move water. The text on page 12 says that Romans invented 
concrete. Builders in modern times still use concrete. 

Practice the Skill
Have students share an example of another text that describes how the achievements 
from an old culture are used in modern times. Ask students which details they recall about 
those achievements.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use their personal knowledge to reach new understandings.

Assessment Prompts
• What is the main idea of Chapter 2?

• What is the meaning of subjected on page 10?

• The purpose of the selection is ___________________________________________.

4 Lesson 20: The Ancient Romans Grade 6
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text Why were Roman roads straight?

 

 

 2. Think within the text What caused the destruction of the Colosseum?

 

 3. Think beyond the text The Romans’ contributions still affect the 

world today.  List three details to support that idea.

 

 

 

 

 4. Think beyond the text Think about what life may have been like for 

the average Roman.  Compare or contrast their life with the life for 

the average city dweller in the United States today.

 

 

 

 

Making Connections Ancient Rome was powerful, but the Roman empire 
did not last forever.  What can nations today learn from the example of Rome?  
What can they learn about power?  Explain your answer.

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 

Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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The Ancient Romans
Critical Thinking

Grade 6, Unit 4: Treasures of the Ancient World12

Roman roads were straight so distances between places were as 

short as possible.

An earthquake caused the destruction of the Colosseum.

The Roman system of government is the basis for our government 

today. Roman literature is still read by many people. Sewer 

systems have developed from Roman aqueducts.

Today, a person in the city would take a shower with water and 

soap. In Rome, citizens took long baths with steam and oil. In 

ancient Rome, you could be put to death for insulting someone. 

Today, you might go to see the principal.

Possible responses shown.

20.10_6_246260RNLEAN_Crtl Thk.in12   12 6/22/09   2:28:59 PM

English Language Development
Reading Support Make sure the text matches the students’ reading level. Language 
and content sould be accessible with regular teaching support. 

Idioms The text includes many idioms that might be unfamiliar. Explain the meaning of 
expressions such as had a downside (page 7) and stands as a monument to (page 13).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Who is giving the 
information about Romans?

Speaker 2: the author

Speaker 1: What city was the center of 
the Roman Empire?

Speaker 2: Rome

Speaker 1: What did Romans invent to 
carry water?

Speaker 2: aqueducts

Speaker 1: Where did ancient Romans 
take baths?

Speaker 2: They bathed in fancy public 
bathhouses. 

Speaker 1: What material did Romans 
invent to make their buildings and 
bridges strong?

Speaker 2: They invented concrete.

Speaker 1: Why should we think 
of ancient Rome when we vote in 
an election?

Speaker 2: Our democracy is 
patterned after the representative 
democracy of ancient Rome.

Speaker 1: Who brought Roman 
ideas about government to the 
United States? When?

Speaker 2: Benjamin Franklin did, 
in the late 1700s.

5 Lesson 20: The Ancient Romans Grade 6
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Name  Date 

The Ancient Romans
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs. 

Remember that when you think beyond the text, you use your personal 
knowledge to reach new understandings. 

On page 3, the author writes: “ Signs of ancient Rome are all around us.” 
What does this mean? Describe some of those “signs” that you see or use 
in your daily life. How is your life easier because of the achievements of the 
ancient Romans? Explain your answer, giving examples from the selection.

6 Lesson 20: The Ancient Romans Grade 6
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text Why were Roman roads straight?

 

 

 2. Think within the text What caused the destruction of the Colosseum?

 

 3. Think beyond the text The Romans’ contributions still affect the 

world today. List three details to support that idea.

 

 

 

 

 4. Think beyond the text Think about what life may have been like for 

the average Roman. Compare or contrast their life with the life for the 

average city dweller in the United States today.

 

 

 

 

Making Connections Ancient Rome was powerful, but the Roman empire 
did not last forever. What can nations today learn from the example of Rome? 
What can they learn about power? Explain your answer.

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 
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Critical Thinking
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Student  Date 
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Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

10 Taking a bath was a slow, luxurious process. First, bathers sat 

in a warm, steam-filled room. Underground fires warmed the 

stone floors. Second, the people took a series of baths. They 

soaked in a pool of very hot water. Then, they went to the next 

pool. Each pool was cooler than the one before it. In the last 

pool, bathers subjected themselves to an ice-cold bath! 

Public baths also served as a meeting place for people. After 

taking their baths, Romans spent hours in the library or 

garden.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/90 × 100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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