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Nonfiction
Selection Summary
Athena was a goddess warrior in Greek mythology. She gave a bridle 
to a young man named Bellerophon so that he could ride Pegasus, 
a winged horse. During the Greeks’ ten-year war with the Trojans, 
Athena fought alongside the Greek warriors. She was fi erce, but also 
wise and fair, so the Greeks made her the goddess of war, wisdom, 
and justice.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Nonfi ction 

Text Structure • Third-person narrative 
• History of Greece is woven into stories about Athena

Content • Athena’s importance in Greek mythology
• Other fi gures in Greek mythology: Pegasus, Perseus, Medusa
• The city-state Athens and its philosophers

Themes and Ideas • Greeks were inspired by stories of Athena.
• Greek art and architecture refl ect Greek mythology.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Phonetic pronunciation of Greek names
• Conversational tone

Sentence Complexity • A mix of short and complex sentences
• Questions engage readers’ interest

Vocabulary • Most unfamiliar words are defi ned in text 
• Geographical names and landmarks: Greece, Athens, Mediterranean, Aegean, Black Sea, 

Parthenon
Words • Some multisyllable words: wandering, miserable, powerful

Illustrations • Illustrations of scenes from myths
• Color photographs of Greek art and architecture

Book and Print Features • Table of contents and twelve pages of text
• Chapter headings
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Target Vocabulary

abandon – leave a person or 
thing behind, p. 4

bitterly – with intense resentment 
and dislike, p. 9

embrace – hold closely in a hug, 
p. 4

fury – a wild fi t of anger or 
violence, p. 5

labyrinth – a winding and 
confusing arrangement of 
passages, p. 11

massive – very large, heavy, and 
bulky, p. 9

rash – quick and careless, p. 5
somber – gloomy, p. 5
steadfast – staying focused on a 

goal, p. 4
unravels – comes apart, p. 13

Athena by Greg Messina   

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of myths to visualize the selection. Build interest by 
asking questions such as the following: What mythological stories do you know? Who is 
your favorite mythological character? Read the title and author and talk about the cover 
illustration. Explain that in ancient Greece, people made up special stories called myths 
about gods and goddesses who ruled the heavens and earth. This book is about Athena, 
the Greek goddess of war, wisdom, and justice. 

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and nonfi ction features. Help with 
unfamiliar language so they can read the text successfully. Give special attention to target 
vocabulary. Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Point out the table of contents. Suggested language: Turn to page 2 and 
scan the table of contents. There are many Greek names. You will see how to 
pronounce them in the selection.

Page 3: Explain that this page explains the purpose of Greek myths. Turn to page 
3. The caption tells us about a goddess named Athena. Let’s read the caption 
silently. Ask: Was Athena a real person? 

Page 4: Have students locate the highlighted words abandon and steadfast. You’ll 
read about a character who does not abandon, or give up on, a task. Instead, he 
remains steadfast. Ask: Have you ever been tempted to abandon a task? Did you 
stay steadfast instead? 

Page 9: Point out that captions can give clues about information in the text. Point 
out the words bitterly and massive. The opposite of bitterly is sweetly. Ask: What 
do you think it means to act bitterly? The opposite of massive is tiny. Ask: Can you 
name something massive?

Now go back to the beginning and to read about the Greek goddess Athena and 
how stories about her inspired the ancient Greeks.

2 Lesson 18: AthenaGrade 6
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed.

Remind students to use the Infer/Predict Strategy  as they read and to 
use text clues to fi gure out what the author means or what might happen in the future.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the text. 
Suggested language: What do you think is the most interesting story about Athena? Why 
do you think the ancient Greeks found the story inspiring?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:  

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Athena was the Greek goddess 
of war, wisdom, and justice.

• Greek myths are made up 
stories.

• Greek architecture and art refl ect 
the myths.

• The culture of ancient Greece is 
worth preserving. 

• Although they are not true, Greek 
myths have stood the test of 
time and can still inspire people. 

• Chapter heads announce 
content.

• The information is not presented 
sequentially. 

• Captions extend and illustrate 
content. 

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Suggest that 

they try reading two or three pages as if they were narrating a movie about Athena.
• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 

revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind students that foreign names and words are often 
not pronounced the same way as English words. Phonetic pronunciation guides that 
follow Greek words use sounds they know to pronounce such names as Athena (uh 
THEE nuh.]
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Writing about Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Have students complete the Vocabulary questions on BLM 18.1.

Responding
Have students use their Reader’s Notebook to complete the vocabulary activities on page 
15. Remind them to answer the Word Teaser on page 16. (Answer: unravels)

Reading Nonfi ction
Nonfiction Features: Table of Contents and Text Clues Remind students that nonfi ction 
has many features that help readers fi nd and understand important information. The table 
of contents and text clues are two of these features. Explain that the table of contents lists 
the title of each chapter and shows the page where each chapter begins. Reading the table 
of contents in a nonfi ction book is a good way to preview the book before reading the 
main text. Ask students what page “Contest of the Gods” starts on and whether they think 
this was a good name for the chapter (page 7; answers will vary). Ask students to write a 
chapter heading that could replace one of those in the table of contents.

Text clues are another important source of information. Text clues are verbal clues that 
signal importance, such as for example, in fact, most of all, such as, in conclusion, 
therefore, etc. Have students identify and record text clues as they read and add them to a 
classroom text clues chart. 

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use their personal knowledge to reach new understandings.

Assessment Prompts
• What does the word rash mean in paragraph one on page 5? 

• What is the author’s point of view on the subject of Athena? 

• Why would the Greeks dedicate a temple like the one pictured on page 10 to Athena?
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Target Vocabulary
Fill in an example and a non-example for somber on the
Four-Square Map below.  Then create your own Four-Square
Maps for two of the remaining Target Vocabulary words.

steadfast
rash
bitterly
abandon

somber
unravels
massive

labyrinth
fury
embrace

Vocabulary

Definition
dark and gloomy

Example
a room with all of the 

curtains closed

Sentence
The gray sky and
rainy weather made
the day seem somber.

Non-example
a bright, sunny day

somber

Target Vocabulary
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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Grade 6, Unit 4: Treasures of the Ancient World

Athena
Target Vocabulary

Name  Date 

3

an abandoned 

a daycare

house

center

Possible responses shown.
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English Language Development
Reading Support Give English learners a “preview” of the text by holding a brief 
small-group discussion with them before reading the text with the entire group.

Cultural Support Greece has a long and impressive history, but many students will 
know little or nothing about it. Provide background if necessary. Point out Greece on a 
map. Explain that many of the important ideas that have shaped our world originated with 
the ancient Greeks.

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What was the name of the 
important goddess? 

Speaker 2: Athena

Speaker 1: What was she the goddess 
of?

Speaker 2: war, wisdom, and justice

Speaker 1: How did Athena come into 
the world?

Speaker 2: She came from an opening 
in the forehead of Zeus, the king of the 
gods.

Speaker 1: What did Athena give to 
Bellerophon?

Speaker 2: She gave him a golden bridle 
so that he could ride a fl ying horse 
named Pegasus.

Speaker 1: Why did Athena give 
Greeks the olive tree?

Speaker 2: They could eat the 
olives and crush them for oil for 
cooking or lighting lamps.

Speaker 1: Who was Aristotle?

Speaker 2: He was an important 
Greek philosopher.

5 Lesson 18: AthenaGrade 6
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Name  Date 

Athena
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs.

Remember that when you think beyond the text, you use your personal 
knowledge to reach new understandings.

On page 11, the text states that inside the ancient building called the 
Parthenon was a 40-foot statue of Athena made from elephant ivory and 
gold. Today, people from all over the world travel to Athens to view what 
remains of the Parthenon. Why do you think people want to visit the 
Parthenon? Why do you think people still enjoy the stories about the 
goddess Athena? 
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Target Vocabulary
Fill in an example and a non-example for somber on the
Four-Square Map below. Then create your own Four-Square
Maps for two of the remaining Target Vocabulary words.

steadfast

rash

bitterly

abandon

somber

unravels

massive

labyrinth

fury

embrace

Vocabulary

Definition
dark and gloomy

Example
a room with all of the 

curtains closed

Sentence
The gray sky and
rainy weather made
the day seem somber.

Non-example
a bright, sunny day

somber

Lesson 18
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Athena
Target Vocabulary

Name  Date 
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14
26
9
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Athena
Running Record Form

Athena • LEVEL V

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

4 There once lived a young Greek named Bellerophon (buh 

LEHR uh fuhn). He was strong, intelligent, and handsome. He 

was said to be the son of Poseidon (poh SYD uhn), the god of 

the sea.

Bellerophon loved horses. More than anything, he wanted 

to ride Pegasus, a flying horse. But Pegasus did not want 

humans to ride him. Every time a human came near, Pegasus 

fled.

Faced with this challenge, most people might abandon the 

task. But Bellerophon was steadfast in his goal. He decided to 

ask for help from the gods. He visited the temple of the 

goddess Athena and slept nearby. 

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/103 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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