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The Silk Road
by James Washington

Fountas-Pinnell Level V
Informational Text
Selection Summary
The major trade route between China and western countries, the Silk 
Road stretched over 5,000 miles and served as a main trade route 
for about 1,000 years. Its travelers faced adversities such as bandits, 
harsh weather, and lack of provisions. However, the Silk Road also 
linked cultures and provided an essential route for commerce. 
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Informational text 

Text Structure • Third-person narrative, organized into seven chapters with subsections 
• Underlying structure of comparison/contrast

Content • Ancient history in Asia 
• Diverse cultures’ contributions to trade and economy
• Rise and decline of a major geographic and political feature in history 

Themes and Ideas • Challenge of expanding trade and exposure to other cultures in an insular time
• Weighing the benefi ts of trade and wealth with the risk posed by long-distance travel
• Long-term impact of trade with faraway lands

Language and 
Literary Features

• Descriptions of challenges along the Silk Road help reader visualize experience 
• Straightforward, direct description of historical facts 

Sentence Complexity • Mostly simple, concise sentences; some long sentences 
• Sentences with dashes 
• Pronunciation provided for some uncommon foreign terminology and names 

Vocabulary • Many terms related to trade and commerce, such as caravans, trader, mission
Words • Some foreign terms used to describe geographic locations

Illustrations • Maps and indicator globes with scale
• Photographs
• Insets about topics

Book and Print Features • Chapter book with generously-spaced text
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Target Vocabulary

archaeologists – experts who 
learn about past cultures by 
examining items that people 
have left behind 

dignifi ed – worthy of honor or 
respect 

distinct – clearly different and 
easily told apart, p. 8

elaborate – planned or made 
with careful attention or much 
detail, p. 6

excavate – dig something up 
from underground 

lustrous – something that refl ects 
back light softly, p. 3

mythical – imaginary and often 
part of a myth, or ancient story 

precede – to come before in 
order or time, p. 3

replicas – copies or 
reproductions of original 
works of art, p. 5

temperaments – people’s 
personalities as shown in the 
way they feel or act 

The Silk Road by James Washington 

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of world history, trade, and commerce to visualize 
the selection. Build interest by asking a question such as the following: What do you 
know about trade in ancient times? Read the title and author and talk about the cover 
photograph. Tell students that this selection is informational text, and ask them what 
kinds of features they can expect to fi nd. 

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 3: Tell students they will learn about the Silk Road, a trade route that 
stretched over 5,000 miles. Point out the map on page 3. Suggested language: 
The text compares the Silk Road with the Internet, which developed hundreds 
of years later. Look at the map. Why might this be a fi tting comparison? Direct 
students to the word lustrous. Ask: What makes a gem lustrous? 

Page 5: Explain that the Chinese emperor obtained fi ne horses from trading 
patterns on the Silk Road. Look at the photographs and have students read the 
caption: This replica of a horse is from the Han dynasty. Ask: What makes this 
statue a replica?

Page 6: Tell students that the Chinese likely began the Silk Road, and expanded 
trade into India. This expansion caused safety concerns. Ask: Why would leaders 
need to protect the Silk Road from bandits?

Page 8: Explain that over time, caravans were formed to make trips along the 
route. What advantage would caravans, or groups of traders, have over individual 
traders?

Now turn back to the beginning and read to fi nd out how the Silk Road evolved to 
become a major trade route. 

2 Lesson 17: The Silk RoadGrade 6
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed. 

Remind students to use the Question Strategy  and to ask questions 
about a selection before, during, and after they read. 

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the text. 
Suggested language: What did you learn about the problems Silk Road traders faced?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• The Silk Road was a major 
trade route between China and 
western countries. 

• Caravans of traders faced 
hardships but found comfort in 
oasis towns.

• The Silk Road’s prominence 
declined when quicker and 
cheaper sea routes were used 
for trade. 

• The Silk Road was used to 
exchange both goods and ideas 
between diverse cultures. 

• Suitable animals were required 
for caravans due to the unique 
weather conditions and the 
length of the journey along the 
Silk Road.

• Traders who traveled the Silk 
Road had to be adept at long-
distance travel and plan ahead 
for possible adversity.

• The text condenses the history 
of the Silk Road into short, 
straightforward sections. 

• The author reinforces references 
to foreign places with detailed 
maps. 

• Insets provide information about 
animals used to travel the Silk 
Road and about Buddhism. 

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to participate in a choral reading of a passage from the text to 

demonstrate phrased fl uent reading. Remind them to adjust their tone when reading 
sentences ending in exclamation points. 

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind students that some words are from Latin origin. For 
example, emperor is derived from the Latin word imperator, meaning “commander.” 
Other words have Chinese origins. Phonetic respellings of these words can help 
students with pronunciation.

3 Lesson 17: The Silk RoadGrade 6
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 17.7.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book, using their Reader’s 
Notebook. Use the instruction below as needed to reinforce or extend understanding 
of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Fact and Opinion 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that they can decide whether an idea 

in the text can be proved or is a feeling or a belief as they read. Model how to add details 
to the Graphic Organizer, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below: 

Think Aloud

On page 11, the author states that traders made so much money that 
many thought the long trips were worth the risk. The fi rst part of the 
sentence—that traders made a lot of money—can be proven, so add 
that to the Fact column. Not all traders agreed, however, that the risk was 
worth it. This can be listed in the Opinion column.

Practice the Skill
Have students fi nd other examples of facts and opinions they fi nd in the text. 

Writing Prompt: Thinking About the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when 
they think about the text, they refl ect back on the text. They should notice and evaluate 
language, genre, literary devices, and how the text is organized.

Assessment Prompts
• What is the meaning of elaborate on page 6?

• What is Chapter 3 mainly about? 

• The author probably wrote this selection to _________________________________.

4 Lesson 17: The Silk RoadGrade 6
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text How long was the Silk Road?

 

 

 2. Think within the text What were oasis towns?

 

 

 3. Think beyond the text Look back to page 5.  List two facts and two 

points that express opinions. 

 

 

 

 

 4. Think about the text Camels were used in the caravans.  Why do 

you think camels would be used instead of horses or other types of 

animals?

 

 

 

 

Making Connections Traveling the Silk Road was considered an adventure 
by the author.  Describe an adventure you have read about.  What did you learn 
from reading about that adventure?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 

Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Lesson 17
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 7 . 7

The Silk Road
Critical Thinking

Grade 6, Unit 4: Treasures of the Ancient World9

The Silk Road was over 5,000 miles long.

Oasis towns were places where caravans could take a break.

Facts: The emperor offered gold for the horses. He sent a mission 

to India to obtain these horses.

Opinions: The horses were unusual. The emperor liked them.

Camels were more common in the area. They were also better 

adapted to travel long distances over tough ground without 

breaks or water.

Possible responses shown.

17.07_6_246260RNLEAN_Crtl Thk.in9   9 12/16/09   7:10:42 PM

First Pass

English Language Development
Reading Support Pair advanced and intermediate readers to read the selection softly, 
or have students listen to the audio or online recordings.

Vocabulary The text’s title refers to an important term that some English language 
learners might not be familiar with. Explain that silk is soft and strong. 

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What is this text about?

Speaker 2: the Silk Road

Speaker 1: Who called the Chinese the 
“Silk People”?

Speaker 2: the Romans

Speaker 1: What animals did travelers 
use?

Speaker 2: camels

Speaker 1: Why did traders use camels?

Speaker 2: Camels could haul many 
items and go for water for many days. 

Speaker 1: What Italian explorer wrote 
about the Silk Road?

Speaker 2: Marco Polo wrote about the 
Silk Road. 

Speaker 1: What was life like at an 
oasis?

Speaker 2: It was busy. Traders 
could stay and rest, or purchase 
more supplies. Traders could talk 
to one another and learn about 
each other’s culture. 

5 Lesson 17: The Silk RoadGrade 6
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Name  Date 

The Silk Road
Thinking About the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs. 

Remember that when you think about the text, you reflect back on the text. 
You notice and evaluate language, genre, literary devices, and how the text 
is organized.

Silk was highly valued in ancient times. On page 2, the author states “People 
would trade an ounce of gold for an ounce of silk!” Why does he write this? 
What point does he try to make? How did the growth of the Silk Road reflect 
this value? Support your opinion with details from the text. 

6 Lesson 17: The Silk RoadGrade 6
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text How long was the Silk Road?

 

 

 2. Think within the text What were oasis towns?

 

 

 3. Think beyond the text Look back to page 5.  List two facts and two 

points that express opinions. 

 

 

 

 

 4. Think about the text Camels were used in the caravans.  Why do 

you think camels would be used instead of horses or other types of 

animals?

 

 

 

 

Making Connections Traveling the Silk Road was considered an adventure 
by the author.  Describe an adventure you have read about.  What did you learn 
from reading about that adventure?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

7 Lesson 17: The Silk RoadGrade 6
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The Silk Road
Running Record Form

The Silk Road • LEVEL V
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Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

8 The Silk Road had many distinct branches. The roads went 

different ways to avoid the hardest parts of the desert and 

mountains. Some routes were more dangerous, but shorter. 

Other routes had better places to stop. An oasis was a 

stopping place where a trader might rest and get water. 

Most traders traveled in groups called caravans. Caravans 

used camels to move their goods. Each caravan had between 

100 and 1,000 camels. Each camel could carry about 500 

pounds of goods! Gold, jewels, and silk were some of the 

items they carried.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/92 × 100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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