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Fountas-Pinnell Level U
Nonfiction
Selection Summary
The age of the Vikings began in the late 700s and lasted about 300 
years. They lived in what is now Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. 
Remarkable sailors, they raided, traded, and explored on narrow, 
fast longships decorated with carvings. Some ancient longships 
have been found buried, and they have taught us much about how 
the Vikings lived.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Nonfi ction

Text Structure • Third-person narrative 
Content • Viking history and culture 

• Unique design of Viking longships
• Importance of Norse sagas 

Themes and Ideas • Vikings were skilled sailors, shipbuilders, and craftspeople.
• They were fi erce warriors who, for a time, ruled the seas.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Descriptive text
• Narrative in present tense to introduce the selection

Sentence Complexity • A mix of simple and complex sentences
• Exclamations and direct address 

Vocabulary • Context clues for many terms: ruthless, ancestral, destiny, majestic, artistry, unearthed, 
recreational 

Words • Compound words; clinker-built, dragonheads, present-day 
Illustrations • Color photos and map

• Black and white sketch of Viking longship
Book and Print Features • Twelve pages of text

• Timeline, inset
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Target Vocabulary

ancestral – having to do with 
ancestors, or family members, 
from long ago, p. 4

artistry – artistic ability or quality, 
p. 5

destiny – what is expected to 
happen in a person’s life, p. 4

embodied – gave form or shape 

to an idea or represented it in a 
physical way, p. 14

forge – build or create 
something, p. 14

majestic – impressive in 
grandeur or beauty, p. 5

recreational – done for relaxation 
or amusement, p. 11

ruthless – cruel, without pity or 
compassion for others, p. 3

sagas – long stories, especially 
ones that tell legendary deeds 
of heroes, p. 7

unearthed – dug up from the 
ground, p. 8

The Viking Longship by Nancy Wu

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of ships to visualize the selection. Build interest by 
asking a question such as the following: How did ships move through the water before 
they had motors? Read the title and author and talk about the cover photo. Explain that 
for 300 years an ancient people known as the Vikings built and sailed longships.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and nonfi ction features. Help with 
unfamiliar language so they can read the text successfully. Give special attention to target 
vocabulary. Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that the picture shows Viking longships. Suggested language: 
Turn to page 2 of this book. How would you feel if you saw those ships coming 
towards your homeland? What is frightening about them? 

Page 3: Read the section heading. Have students locate the highlighted word 
ruthless and read the sentence in which it appears. Ask: What clues does the 
sentence give you about the meaning of the word ruthless? What does it mean to 
be ruthless? 

Page 4: Draw attention to the map and have students locate the highlighted word 
ancestral. The map shows the ancestral lands of the Vikings. What do we now call 
the lands where the Vikings and their ancestors came from?

Page 7: Have students read the fi rst sentence in paragraph 2. Ask: What word in 
the sentence has the same meaning as sagas?

Pages 8–9: Read the section head and caption. Point out the word unearthed. 
Ask: What do you think these fi nal pages of the book will be about?

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to fi nd out how the Vikings 
ruled the seas.

2 Lesson 16: The Viking LongshipGrade 6
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

6_308746_BL_VRTG_L16_VikingLongShip.indd   2 12/9/09   8:37:49 AM



Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed. 

Remind students to use the Summarize Strategy  and to briefl y tell the 
important parts of the text in their own words.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the text.
Suggested language: What information did you fi nd most interesting about the Vikings 
and their amazing ships?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• The Vikings were famous 
explorers for 300 years. 

• They were fi erce warriors and 
traders, too.

• They built and sailed on special 
ships called longships. 

• Vikings were fi erce, but also 
creative and determined people.

• No group can stay powerful 
forever. 

• Their coastal locations 
encouraged them to travel to 
other places. 

• Captions help to explain the 
photos and add important 
information to the text.

• Photos help the reader 
understand the contents of the 
text.

• The map and timeline help 
visually summarize facts.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text to read aloud with a 

partner. Suggest that they try reading two pages as if they were reading a saga about 
the Vikings.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind students that to change words ending in y from 
present to past tense, they must drop the y and add ied, as in bury / buried. Provide 
other examples, such as carry, ferry, and hurry.
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Writing about Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Have students complete the Vocabulary questions on BLM 16.1. 

Responding
Have students use their Reader’s Notebook to complete the vocabulary activities on page 
15. Remind them to answer the Word Teaser on page 16. (Answer: unearth) 

Reading Nonfi ction
Nonfiction Features: 
Captions and Photos Remind students that nonfi ction has many features to help readers 
fi nd and understand important information. Captions and photos are two of these features. 
Explain that captions can be short phrases or, as in this book, full sentences. Captions tell 
what a photo, map, or diagram is about. Reading the captions in a nonfi ction book is a 
good way to preview the book before reading the main text. Ask students what information 
they can learn from the caption that accompanies the photo on page 9. 

Photos are another important source of information. They often add information that is not 
in the text. Have students look again at the photo on page 9. Ask what information they 
can learn from the photo. Then have students choose a photo in the book with a short 
caption and write a longer caption for that photo based on what they see in the photo.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text they use their personal knowledge to reach new understandings.

Assessment Prompts
• The purpose of the introductory section on page 2 is to: 

___________________________________________.

• What is the meaning of the word artistry on page 5?

• What can we learn from Norse sagas?
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Target Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks in the Column Chart below with your ideas about
the Target Vocabulary words.  Then complete the Column Chart with 
three of the remaining Target Vocabulary words.

majestic
saga
artistry
embodied

ruthless
destiny
unearthed

ancestral 
recreational
forge

Vocabulary

Word and Definition This word makes 
me think of . . .

This word might also be 
useful for talking about . . .

majestic: impressive mountains a palace, 

recreational: for fun or 
entertainment

sports, parks

forge: 
 
 

building 
friendships

working towards a goal

Target Vocabulary
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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Grade 6, Unit 4: Treasures of the Ancient World

The Viking Longship
Target Vocabulary

Name  Date 

3

a lavish ceremony

video games

to establish  
something with 
great effort

Possible responses shown.

16.01_6_246260RNLEAN_Target Voca3   3 6/12/09   10:59:16 AM

English Language Development
Reading Support Check regularly on students’ oral reading to determine accuracy, 
fl uency, and comprehension.

Cultural Support Ships and boats are familiar in many parts of the world, so students 
may already know something about them. Provide background if necessary. Explain that 
there were no engines to power ships during the time the Vikings lived. All ships had sails, 
which caught the wind, and some could also be rowed by many rowers. The wind blowing 
against big sails caused ships to move. Explain the words planks, mast, anchor and deck (p. 6).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What was the name of the 
people the book is about? 

Speaker 2: the Vikings

Speaker 1: What kind of ships did they 
build and sail?

Speaker 2: longships

Speaker 1: When and for how long was 
“the age of Vikings”? 

Speaker 2: It began In the late 700s and 
lasted 300 years.

Speaker 1: What did the Vikings take 
when they attacked?

Speaker 2: They took riches and slaves. 

Speaker 1: Why did longships 
move so quickly?

Speaker 2: They were narrow and 
lightweight, so they moved fast 
over the waves.

Speaker 1: Who was Bjarni 
Herjolfsson?

Speaker 2: He was a Viking 
explorer, likely the fi rst to see 
North America.

5 Lesson 16: The Viking LongshipGrade 6
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Name  Date 

The Viking Longship
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the question below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs.

Remember that when you think beyond the text, you use your personal 
knowledge to reach new understandings.

On page 3, the book says that “the age of the Vikings began in the late 700s 
and lasted about 300 years.” Why do you think the Vikings were so powerful 
for so long? Why did others fear them? Use details from the selection to 
support your answers. 
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Target Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks in the Column Chart below with your ideas about
the Target Vocabulary words. Then complete the Column Chart with 
three of the remaining Target Vocabulary words.

majestic

saga

artistry

embodied

ruthless

destiny

unearthed

ancestral 

recreational

forge

Vocabulary

Word and Definition This word makes 
me think of . . .

This word might also be 
useful for talking about . . .

majestic: impressive mountains a palace, 

recreational: for fun or 
entertainment

sports, parks

forge: 
 
 

building 
friendships

working towards a goal
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The Viking Longship
Target Vocabulary

Name  Date 
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14
14
26
7
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The Viking Longship
Running Record Form

The Viking Longship • LEVEL U

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

Picture what could have happened long ago:

The watchman on the shore stares out at the sea. For 

hours, he sees nothing but endless waves. But what’s that to 

the north? It’s a black dot, on the cold, gray water. The black 

dot grows quickly into the shape of a ship as it moves swiftly 

across the waves.

Only one kind of ship can move that fast. The watchman 

rushes to the village, crying out: “Dragon! Longship heading 

this way!” Terror spreads through the village. The Vikings are 

coming!

The Vikings were ruthless raiders who attacked villages 

and towns to take riches and slaves. 

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/104 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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