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The Recycling Contest
by Rob Arego

Fountas-Pinnell Level K
Humorous Fiction
Selection Summary
In a schoolwide recycling contest, Micah is eager for his grade to win. 
With extra effort, including overeating, he delivers more cans, bottles, 
jars, newspapers, and cartons than anyone else. His grade wins, 
but his teacher suggests that next year the school will try a different 
project. 

Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Humorous fi ction

Text Structure • Third person narrative
• Organized chronologically

Content • Earth Day celebration
• Recycling 
• Schoolwide contest

Themes and Ideas • Recycling is a way to reduce pollution. 
• Winning a contest is not the real reason for recycling.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Third person narrator
• Conversational tone 

Sentence Complexity • Simple, compound, and complex sentences with phrases
• Split dialogue
• Some long sentences with varied punctuation: “To celebrate Earth Day, we’re going to 

start recycling as much as we can,” she said, pointing to the chart.
Vocabulary • Environmental terms: Earth Day, pollution, smog, recycle

• Idioms and informal language: running out of, drank way more
Words • Three-syllable words with varied patterns, including example, celebrate, remember, 

newspaper, fi nally
Illustrations • Energetic drawings convey humor.

• Bar graphs, as art, provide information.
• Captions and labels support the text.

Book and Print Features • Thirteen pages with art on every page, most with captions
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The Recycling Contest by Rob Arego

Build Background
Have students tell why people recycle used things. Build interest by asking a question 
such as: If your school held a recycling contest, what do you think you’d have to do to 
win the contest? Read the title and author. Have students name the things that the boy 
is recycling in the cover illustration. Remind them that a funny story is called humorous 
fi ction.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so that they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 2–3: Tell students that this story shows what happens when a student is very 
eager to win a recycling contest. Point out and discuss the words Earth Day and 
pollution. 
Suggested language: Turn to page 2 and read the picture caption. Who is the 
teacher? Who is the main character? Let’s read the last sentence on page 3: “We 
have a real pollution expert in the class!” said Ms. Pepper. What would a pollution 
expert be good at?

Page 4: Explain that Micah’s idea is that the class can recycle. What kinds of 
things can a classroom recycle?

Page 6: Look at the bar graph. Why is Micah imagining a high bar for Grade 3 in 
the graph? 

Pages 8–9: Have students look at the picture on both pages. How does Micah 
seem to feel about the bar graph? Why? Read aloud the second paragraph: “We’re 
doing fi ne,” Ms. Pepper said. “Remember, Micah, the real reason to recycle is to 
help the planet, not to win a contest.” Why does she say that? What do you think 
will happen?

Now turn back to the beginning of the story and read to fi nd out how Micah tries to 
win the recycling contest.

carton – a container, such as a 
paper box, p. 7

complicated – something hard to 
understand or to do

dripping – falling down in drops, 
p. 7

global – worldwide, p. 2
hardly – not very much
pollution – the result of land, 

water, or air being dirtied, p. 2
project – an activity that requires 

much planning and time

recycle – to treat things that have 
been thrown away so they can 
be used again, p. 4

rubbish – garbage, trash, or litter
shade – n. an area where sunlight 

is blocked

Target Vocabulary

2 Lesson 16: The Recycling ContestGrade 3
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Read
Have students read The Recycling Contest silently while you listen to individual students 
read. Support their problem solving and fl uency as needed.

Remind students to use the Monitor/Clarify Strategy  to think about 
what isn’t clear and fi nd ways to have it make sense. 

Discuss and Revisit the Text 
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the story. 
Suggested language: What do you think Micah might do next year when the school 
celebrates Earth Day? 

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, make sure students understand these points: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Micah wants his class to win the 
school’s recycling contest.

• He brings in more things to 
recycle than anyone else.

• His class wins, but his teacher 
says that the school will do 
something different next year. 

• Sometimes you can get carried 
away with a project and forget 
the real reason for doing it.

• In a contest, people work against 
each other, but helping the planet 
means working together.

• The pictures and lists of items 
help readers understand just 
how hard Micah is working to 
win the contest.

• The author has Ms. Pepper say 
things that show what she is 
really thinking about the contest.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices For Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind 

them to pay attention to punctuation, and to include emotion to express Micah’s 
feelings.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Use the word pairs pollute/pollution, celebrate/celebration, 
and collect/collection to show students that suffi xes (-ion, -al) are added to base 
words. Help students to use each word in the pair in related sentences.

3 Lesson 16: The Recycling ContestGrade 3
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking 
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 16.7.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill. 

Target Comprehension Skill
Author’s Purpose 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Tell students that they can think about the details in a 

story and ask themselves, “Why did the author include this information?” Their answers 
may lead them to the theme, or main point of the story. Model the skill, using a “Think 
Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

The author shows Micah struggling to carry a huge carton fi lled with 
things to recycle. The author also shows Micah grabbing his parents’ 
newspaper before they’ve even had a chance to read it. The author shows 
that Micah is willing to get sick from eating too many peaches just so he 
can get more cans. These story details show one of the author’s main 
points in this story: Sometimes a person can try too hard to win.

Practice the Skill
Have students write at least two sentences to explain why the author has Ms. Pepper say 
what she does at the end of the story.

Writing Prompt: Thinking About the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think about the text, they think about how the author uses language in the story. 

Assessment Prompts
• On page 5, fi nd the word that means “to do something special in honor of something.” 

• What can the reader tell about Micah from what he says on page 8?

• Complete this statement in your own words: This story was most likely written to 

________________________________________________________________.
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English Language Development
Reading Support Make sure the text matches the student’s reading level. Language 
and content should be accessible with regular teaching support. 

Vocabulary Use the recycling symbols shown in the art on page 4 of The Recycling 
Contest to point out the circular nature of recycling. Explain that re- means “again,” and 
cycle means “circle.” Discuss what happens to things that are recycled.

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What does Micah want to 
do?

Speaker 2: win a recycling contest

Speaker 1: What does Micah bring to 
school for recycling?

Speaker 2: bottles, cans, newspapers

Speaker 1: Why does Micah bring empty 
bottles and cans to school?

Speaker 2: He wants to win the recycling 
contest.

Speaker 1: Who wins the contest?

Speaker 2: Micah’s third grade class 
wins.

Speaker 1: What does the picture 
show on the last page of the 
book? Why is that picture there?

Speaker 2: The picture shows 
Micah thinking about planting a 
lot of trees. He and Ms. Pepper 
are talking about planting 
trees for next year’s Earth Day 
celebration. He wants to plant a 
lot of trees, but Ms. Pepper says 
“a few trees.”

Read directions to students.

Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text How does Ms. Pepper want her 

students to celebrate Earth Day?

She wants them to compete in a recycling contest.

 2. Think within the text Why does Micah bring so many 

things to school? 

because he wants his class to win the contest

 3. Think about the text Why do you think the author 

shows Micah drinking more juice than usual and eating 

so many cans of peaches?

Possible response: The author wants to point out that using more than we really 

need is a waste of resources. 

 4. Think beyond the text Was winning a contest the best 

reason for Micah to recycle?  Explain your answer.

Possible response: No, the best reason to recycle is to cut down on pollution and

to save resources.

Making Connections What if your class had a recycling contest? 
What are some things in your home or classroom that you can 
recycle? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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The Recycling Contest
Thinking About the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in sentences.

One theme of this story is that people sometimes try too hard to get what 
they want. Do you think the author succeeds in getting this theme across to 
the reader? Why or why not? Why is humor sometimes a good way to 
communicate a theme? Use details from the story to support your answer.

Name  Date 

6 Lesson 16: The Recycling ContestGrade 3
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text How does Ms. Pepper want her 

students to celebrate Earth Day?

 2. Think within the text Why does Micah bring so many 

things to school? 

 3. Think about the text Why do you think the author 

shows Micah drinking more juice than usual and eating 

so many cans of peaches?

 4. Think beyond the text Was winning a contest the best 

reason for Micah to recycle? Explain your answer.

Making Connections What if your class had a recycling contest? 
What are some things in your home or classroom that you can 
recycle? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 

The Recycling Contest

Critical Thinking

 Lesson 16
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Student  Date 
Lesson 16
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The Recycling Contest
Running Record Form

The Recycling Contest • LEVEL K

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

8

9

Every day the students brought in more things to recycle. 

Micah always brought the most.

But after a week, Micah looked at the recycling chart and 

rubbed his eyes. 

“I can’t believe it!” he said. “The fourth grade is recycling more 

than we are!”

“We have to do better!” Micah said.

“We’re doing fine,” Ms. Pepper said. “Remember, Micah, the 

real reason to recycle is to help the planet, not to win a 

contest.”

But Micah wasn’t listening. He was too busy thinking. 

Ms. Pepper had called him the pollution expert. His class 

had to win this contest!

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/98 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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