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Ms. Hawkins and the 
Bake Sale
by Claire Tan

Fountas-Pinnell Level K
Realistic Fiction
Selection Summary
A class plans a bake sale to raise money for a fi eld trip to a museum. 
First, they invite a baker to show them how to improve their cookies 
and muffi ns. When the bake sale takes place, it is a huge success. 
When the money is counted, the children fi nd out they have raised 
enough money to take the fi eld trip.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Realistic fi ction

Text Structure • Simple, straightforward plot with problem/solution structure
• Organized chronologically
• Problem presented on fi rst page

Content • Funds needed to pay for a class fi eld trip
• The best idea for raising money is a bake sale.
• Professional baker helps children improve their baking.

Themes and Ideas • Working together can solve problems.
• An expert can teach novices how to improve their skills.
• Children have ways to contribute to a good cause.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Conversational language
• Third-person narrator

Sentence Complexity • Mix of short and longer sentences
• Compound and complex sentences with phrases.
• Multiple items in a series: There were muffi ns, cupcakes, pies, cookies, and cakes.

Vocabulary • Content-specifi c words related to baking, some of which may not be familiar to English 
language learners: bake, baking, oven, baker, mix, batter, timer

• Terms related to money: account, budget, fund
• Target vocabulary words highlighted in text

Words • Mostly one- and two-syllable words, with some multisyllabic words: science, museum, 
everyone, tomorrow, disappointed, wonderful

Illustrations • Cartoon-like drawings support the text.
Book and Print Features • Thirteen pages of text with four-color, half-page, framed illustrations on all pages

• Labels on photos that clarify text
© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

2_304342_ELL_LRTG_L16_BakeSale.indd   1 11/4/09   8:13:25 PM



Target Vocabulary

account – money in the bank, p. 
12

budget – plan of how to spend 
the money one has, p. 2

chuckled – laughed quietly, p. 11

disappointed – unhappy because 
something you hoped for did 
not happen, p.8

fund – collection of money set 
aside for a special purpose, 
p. 2

received – got something 
someone gave or sent, p. 11

repeated – said it again, p. 5
staring – looking at for a long 

time, p. 8

Ms. Hawkins and the Bake Sale by Claire Tan

Build Background
Help children think about the ways their school raises money for such things as fi eld trips. 
Build interest by asking questions such as the following: Have you ever helped at a school 
bake sale or car wash? Have you ever sold things to make money for your classroom? 
Read the title and the author and talk about baked goods on the cover. Tell students that 
this story is realistic fi ction, so the characters are going to act like real people.

Front-Load Vocabulary Some everyday words may be unfamiliar to English 
learners. Before reading, check understanding of the following words: car wash, softball 
game, bake sale, cookies, pie, muffi ns, cupcakes.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Call their attention to any 
important labels. Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that this story is about a class that needs to raise some money so 
they can go on a fi eld trip to a science museum. Read the label and explain that 
Ms. Hawkins is the teacher. 
Suggested language: Turn to page 2 of this book. The last sentence reads: The 
class could start a fund to raise money for their trip. What is a fund?

Page 5: Explain that Ms. Hawkins, the teacher, has asked the children for ideas 
on how to raise money. Cultural Support: Make sure children understand that 
teachers, parents, and students often organize fund raisers to pay for “extras” like 
fi eld trips. What is the teacher doing? The label says: List. What is Ms. Hawkins 
making a list of? She is writing ideas for what the children can bake.

Pages 6-7: Direct attention to the illustration on this spread and the labels that 
identify what the children have baked. Look at the children’s faces. What could be 
wrong?

Page 8: Read aloud the fi rst sentence: All the students were disappointed because 
the food did not taste good. Why is disappointed a good way to describe the looks 
on the children’s faces on pages 6 and 7? Now look at the picture of Ms. Hawkins 
on this page. Why is she smiling? Maybe she has another idea.

Now turn back to the beginning and read to fi nd out what happens at the bake sale.
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Read
Have children read Ms. Hawkins and the Bake Sale silently while you listen to individual 
children read aloud. Support their problem-solving ability and fl uency as needed.

Remind children to use the Infer/Predict strategy  to fi nd clues to help 
them fi gure out more about story parts.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the story.
Suggested language: What do you think the children will tell their families about the bake 
sale?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• A teacher asks her class for 
ideas on how to raise funds for a 
fi eld trip.

• The best idea is for a bake sale. 

• A professional baker helps the 
children improve their baking, 
and the sale is a success.

• Children have some ways 
to raise money and can be 
responsible for their own 
successes.

• Experts can impart their 
knowledge to novices.

• A group of people can work 
together to solve problems.

• The language sounds very 
realistic. 

• The classroom setting makes it 
easy for children to identify with 
the characters.

• The cartoon-like illustrations 
engage the reader.
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Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to choose a passage from the text to act out, such as pages 6 

and 7, which have both narrative and dialogue. Remind them to try to use infl ection to 
sound as if they are real children talking.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the children’s reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify and extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Point out past tense words ending in -ed, such as baked, 
burned, smiled, and showed. Call attention to the spelling changes in baked and 
smiled. Invite children to fi nd other examples of past-tense verbs in the text.
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have children complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 16.10.

Responding
Have children complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Story Structure 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind children that being able to identify setting, 

character, and plot can help them to remember where a story takes place, who is in it, and 
what happens. Model the skill, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

The story chart on page 15 of the book lists Ms. Hawkins under 
“Characters.” That’s because she is the main character in the story. I 
could list other characters, like Ms. Wells, the baker. I know that the 
setting tells us where the story takes place, and that’s in a school. When 
I fi ll in the story details, I’ll tell the most important things that happened 
in the story. On page 5 is an important story detail: the class decides to 
have a bake sale. I’ll add that to the chart.

Practice the Skill
Ask children to think of another story that had the same setting as Ms. Hawkins and the 
Bake Sale.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use what they know and their own experience to think about 
what happened in the story.

Assessment Prompts
• On page 5, Ms. Hawkins repeated, “A bake sale!” Why do you think she repeated those 

words?

• Have students complete this sentence: Ms. Hawkins asked her friend, the baker, to 
come to the class because ______________________________________________.
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Read directions to children.

Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Why does Ms. Hawkins’s class hold a bake sale?

  

  

  

 2. Pretend that your class had to raise money next 

week.  What would you do?

  

  

  

 3. Do you think this story really happened?  Why?

  

  

  

Making Connections Which part of the story did you like 
the best?  Draw a picture to show what happened.  Write a 
sentence that tells about it.

Draw and write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Grade 2, Unit 4: Heroes and Helpers
 

Name  Date 

Ms. Hawkins and the 
Bake Sale
Think About It

 Lesson 16
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 6 . 1 0

Think About It

English Language Development
Reading Support Make sure the text matches the student’s reading level. Language 
and content should be accessible with regular teaching support. Provide more support for 
children by clarifying the terms relating to money: account, budget, fund. Or have children 
use the audio or online recordings.

Idioms Explain the concept of a “fi eld trip” as being an organized trip made by students 
and their teacher to learn something through personal experience.

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their English 
profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What is the teacher’s name?

Speaker 2: Ms. Hawkins

Speaker 1: Why does the class need 
money?

Speaker 2: to go on a trip to a museum

Speaker 1: Why does the teacher ask the 
children for ideas?

Speaker 2: She asks for ideas on how to 
raise money for a fi eld trip.

Speaker 1: What kinds of samples do 
the children make for the bake sale?

Speaker 2: They make muffi ns, cookies, 
and cupcakes.

Speaker 1: How does Ms. Wells, 
the baker, help the class?

Speaker 2: She shows them how 
to make their baking better.

Speaker 1: What is the result of 
the children having a baking 
lesson?

Speaker 2: Their baking gets 
much better and they make a lot 
of money at the bake sale.

5 Lesson 16: Ms. Hawkins and the Bake SaleGrade 2
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Name  Date 

Ms. Hawkins and the Bake Sale
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the question below. Then write your answer in one paragraph. 

The bake sale was a success. What do you think would have happened if the 
baker had not given the children a baking lesson? Use details from the story 
in your answer.
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Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Why does Ms. Hawkins’s class hold a bake sale?

 2. Pretend that your class had to raise money next 

week. What would you do?

 3. Do you think this story really happened? Why?

Making Connections Which part of the story did you like the 
best? Draw a picture to show what happened. Write a sentence 
that tells about it.

Draw and write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 

Ms. Hawkins and the 
Bake Sale
Think About It

 Lesson 16
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 6 . 1 0
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Student  Date 
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Ms. Hawkins and the Bake 
Sale • LEVEL K Running Record Form

Ms. Hawkins and the 
Bake Sale

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

Ms. Hawkins was teaching her class about

science. She wanted to take her class to a science

museum. But the school budget was small. There

was not enough money to go to the museum.

Then Ms. Hawkins had an idea. The class could

start a fund to raise money for their trip!

Ms. Hawkins talked to her class. “What could

we do to raise money?” asked Ms. Hawkins.

Hector said, “We could wash people’s cars.”

Janice said, “The students and teachers could

have a softball game. We could sell tickets to

the game.”

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/93 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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