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Benedict Arnold 
by Timothy S. Corbett

Fountas-Pinnell Level S
Narrative Nonfiction
Selection Summary
When poverty forces young Benedict Arnold to leave school, he’s 
determined to succeed—fi rst as a merchant and later as a soldier 
in America’s colonial army. A Patriot war hero, Arnold begins to feel 
underappreciated. Soon he is seen secretly meeting with the British. 
A traitor to the Patriot cause, Arnold ends up fi ghting for the British 
against the colonists.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Narrative nonfi ction

Text Structure • Third-person narrator
• Seven short chapters, including an introduction

Content • Historically accurate details about the American Revolution
• Biographical information about a historically signifi cant fi gure
• Evaluation of how Arnold became a traitor

Themes and Ideas • Sometimes people disagree with the practices of government.
• Sometimes it is necessary to fi ght for freedom and independence.
• Some people seek revenge if they don’t feel appreciated.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Narrative conversational in tone due, in part, to occasional questions addressed to readers

Sentence Complexity • Frequent introductory words, phrases, and subordinate clauses 
• Regular syntax: subject-verb-indirect object-direct object 

Vocabulary • Many names specifi c to Revolutionary times, such as Major John André, the Stamp Act, 
and Loyalists may be unfamiliar

• War and military terms: betray, surrender, fort, traitor
Words • Many multisyllable words: Ticonderoga, militia, disappointed, disapproval

Illustrations • Drawings and maps depict key elements in the narrative
• Captions explain illustrations

Book and Print Features • Twelve pages of text, including one page of timeline
• Section headings sequence the narrative.
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Target Vocabulary

effi cient – brings about results 
without a waste of time or 
resources 

lacked – didn’t have something 
when you needed it, p. 4

mimic – an object or action that 
imitates a real object or action 

mocking – imitating a person in 
an insulting way 

organize – to arrange things 
according to a system, p. 6

peal – a loud burst of noise, 
especially the ringing of a bell, 
p. 9

personally – something done in 
person or by one’s self, p. 5

rural – in the countryside, p. 3
summons – calls or brings 

something forward 
tedious – boring 

Benedict Arnold by Timothy S. Corbett

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of the Revolutionary War to visualize the selection. 
Build interest by asking a question such as the following: Did you know that Benedict 
Arnold fought on both sides during the Revolutionary War? Read the title and author, and 
talk about the cover illustration of Benedict Arnold. Tell students that this book is narrative 
nonfi ction, and ask them what kind of information they can expect to fi nd in this type of 
selection.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Pages 2–3: Explain that the introduction to this selection actually describes what 
happens near the end of Benedict Arnold’s life. Draw students’ attention to page 3. 
Suggested language: Look at page 3 of this book. Read the fi rst two sentences 
of the last paragraph: Many people have wondered why Benedict Arnold became a 
traitor. He was a military hero. What is a traitor? Why is it odd that a military hero 
would become a traitor?

Page 5: Explain that the British government passed the Stamp Act. Point out the 
illustration of the Stamp Act protest. Ask: Why might someone organize a protest? 

Page 6: Explain that the plan Benedict Arnold organized to gather forces and 
attack Fort Ticonderoga worked. 

Page 10: Point out the picture on this page. Explain that Arnold made friends who 
were loyal to Britain and who disagreed with the war. Explain that his wife felt this 
way also. 

Now turn back to the beginning and read to fi nd out how and why Benedict 
Arnold’s feelings towards America changed.

2 Lesson 15: Benedict Arnold Grade 5
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed.

Remind students to use the Monitor/Clarify Strategy  and to notice 
what doesn’t make sense, and to fi nd ways to fi gure out the parts that are confusing.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the selection.
Suggested language: Do you think that General Washington and Congress failed to give 
Benedict Arnold enough credit for his victories? Why or why not?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Benedict Arnold joins the 
colonial army and helps win 
many battles.

• He is disappointed when he 
doesn’t get the credit he feels he 
deserves.

• His wife and friends side with the 
British.

• Being loyal to your country is 
important.

• People are not always recognized 
for their achievements.

• Doing the right thing is 
more important than getting 
recognition.

• The selection is about the life of 
a famous American.

• The author includes many facts 
about the American Revolution.

• The author explains what is 
fact and what is opinion so 
that readers can decide for 
themselves why Benedict Arnold 
betrayed his country.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to participate in choral reading. Remind them to pay careful 

attention to phrasing. Point out that phrasing involves pausing at punctuation, such as 
periods, commas, and dashes, as well as at places that do not have punctuation.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind students that each syllable in a word is one vowel 
sound. For example, the word personally on page 5 has four syllables, or vowel 
sounds: per·son·al·ly. Explain that this word has only three morphemes, or smallest 
units of meaning: person, a free morpheme, and the two bound morphemes –al and 
–ly. The bound morphemes are also suffi xes.
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 15.7.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book, using their Reader’s 
Notebook. Use the instruction below as needed to reinforce or extend understanding 
of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Compare and Contrast 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that comparing and contrasting 

helps them identify how characters are alike and different. Comparison and contrast 
also helps readers identify how a character changes from the beginning to the end of a 
selection. Model how to add details to the Graphic Organizer, using a “Think Aloud” like 
the one below:

Think Aloud

The diagram indicates that Benedict Arnold and Horatio Gates were 
both generals during the Revolutionary War. It also indicates that Gates 
got credit for the American victory at Saratoga. Add to the left oval that 
Benedict Arnold did not get the credit he thought he deserved for the 
Saratoga victory. Now, the diagram compares and contrasts the two men.

Practice the Skill
Have students share an example of another selection with characters that can be 
compared and contrasted.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the writing prompt on page 6. Remind them that 
when they think beyond the text, they use their personal knowledge to reach new 
understandings.

Assessment Prompts
• Why does the author begin the selection with the ending?

• What can the reader conclude about George Washington by his actions toward 
Benedict Arnold?

• Which sentences from the text show that Benedict Arnold is a proud man?
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text How did George Washington feel about 

Benedict Arnold?

  

  

 2. Think within the text What did Benedict Arnold plan to do to 

betray the Patriot cause?

  

  

 3. Think beyond the text Compare and contrast Arnold’s life before 

and during the time he was military commander of Philadelphia.

  

  

  

  

 4. Think about the text What is the author’s point of view about 

Benedict Arnold?

  

  

  

Making Connections Write about a time someone thought you did 
something that you really did not do.  How did you respond?  Would you 
behave differently if the same thing happened again?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Benedict Arnold
Critical Thinking

 Lesson 15
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 5 . 7

Name  Date 

He considered him to be the best fi ghting general.

hand West Point over to the British

Both before and during his job in Philadelphia, Arnold felt 

unappreciated and was a brilliant general.  While in Philadelphia, 

Arnold befriended Loyalists and married one.  Before, he had been 

loyal to the Patriot cause.

He seems to be trying to show all sides, so that the reader can 

decide what to think about Arnold.

 Possible responses shown.
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English Language Development
Reading Support Give English learners a “preview” of the text by holding a brief 
small-group discussion with them before reading the text with the entire group.

Cultural Support A revolution is the overthrow of a government. War was the 
American colonists’ last choice. They tried to explain why some practices were wrong. 
They had to fi ght for independence.

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Who is this selection about?

Speaker 2: Benedict Arnold

Speaker 1: Why does Benedict Arnold 
join the army?

Speaker 2: to fi ght the British

Speaker 1: With whom does Benedict 
Arnold secretly meet?

Speaker 2: four British men in a boat, 
including Major John André

Speaker 1: Why does Benedict Arnold 
leave school?

Speaker 2: He leaves school because his 
family has no money.

Speaker 1: Why does Benedict Arnold 
attack Fort Ticonderoga?

Speaker 2: He attacks Fort Ticonderoga 
to get its cannons.

Speaker 1: Why does Benedict Arnold 
resign after Ticonderoga?

Speaker 2: He resigns because his plan 
is turned down.

Speaker 1: What causes Benedict 
Arnold’s disappointments?

Speaker 2: He is disappointed 
when he doesn’t get the credit he 
feels he deserves.

Speaker 1: Why does Arnold 
surrender at West Point?

Speaker 2: He knows that the 
British might win the war if they 
can control the Hudson.
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Name  Date 

Benedict Arnold
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs.

Remember that when you think beyond the text, you use your personal 
knowledge to reach new understandings.

Some historians say that Benedict Arnold didn’t feel appreciated. He wanted 
more credit for his military successes. Is that why he became a traitor? 
What do you think? Do you think that feeling unappreciated is reason 
enough for someone to turn against a cause? Why or why not?
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text How did George Washington feel about 

Benedict Arnold?

  

  

 2. Think within the text What did Benedict Arnold plan to do to 

betray the Patriot cause?

  

  

 3. Think beyond the text Compare and contrast Arnold’s life before 

and during the time he was military commander of Philadelphia.

  

  

  

  

 4. Think about the text What is the author’s point of view about 

Benedict Arnold?

  

  

  

Making Connections Write about a time someone thought you did 
something that you really did not do. How did you respond? Would you 
behave differently if the same thing happened again?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Benedict Arnold
Critical Thinking
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Name  Date 
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Student  Date 
Lesson 15
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Benedict Arnold
Running Record Form

Benedict Arnold • LEVEL S

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

11

12

Historians disagree. Some say that Arnold’s loyalty was to 

himself first. The cause came second. Others say that he grew 

bitter because American leaders never gave him proper credit 

for his military successes. It is strange, though, that a man 

who set out to restore his family’s name ended up making that 

name a synonym for “traitor.”

What historians do know is that Arnold met with Major André. 

Then the British officer started back to his ship. When the 

Patriots began firing at the ship, André decided to escape 

overland to New York City. He never made it. The Patriots 

captured him.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/102 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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