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True North 
by G. L. Murphy

Fountas-Pinnell Level Y
Fantasy
Selection Summary
When a giant hurricane hits Towerville, humans fl ee, leaving pets 
behind. Isolated from the mainland, dogs form packs and fi ght to 
survive. Buck, knowing they will die if they stay, leads his pack to 
freedom.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Fantasy

Text Structure • Third-person point of view; omniscient narrator reveals thoughts and motives of animal 
characters; animals do not “talk”

• Plot events in chronological order
Content • Devastation caused by hurricanes

• Plight of pets left behind by owners
Themes and Ideas • Surviving a disaster

• Survival through cooperation
• The environment needs careful stewardship.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Descriptive details; vivid verbs; sensory language
• Figurative language, simile, metaphor
• Rhetorical questions

Sentence Complexity • Many long complex sentences; embedded clauses; inverted order 
• Introductory participial phrases
• Series of phrases containing commas, separated by semicolons

Vocabulary • Words and phrases associated with natural disasters: tropical depression, kilotons of 
energy, tsunami-size waves, debris 

Words • Many hyphenated adjectives
• Compounds; base or root words with affi xes or infl ected endings

Illustrations • Dramatic illustrations support the content and mood of the text
Book and Print Features • Seventeen pages of text, nine with illustrations

• Dashes, semicolons
© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

6_308357_AL_LRTG_L12_TrueNorth.indd   1 11/16/09   3:57:19 PM



Expand Your Vocabulary

cataclysm – a violent upheaval, 
p. 2

electromagnets – magnets with 
soft-iron cores wound with 
coils of current-carrying wire, 
p. 8

fi ssure – a narrow crack, as in a 
rock face, p. 9

fl otsam – wreckage that remains 
afl oat after a ship has sunk, 
p. 17

infrastructure – the basic 
facilities, and services needed 
for the functioning of a 
community, p. 3

True North by G. L. Murphy

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge about natural disasters to visualize the story. Build 
interest by asking questions such as the following: Have you ever been in a hurricane or 
seen a TV report about the damage caused by a hurricane? What do you think the people 
do when they hear that a hurricane is approaching? What might happen to pets, farm 
animals, and wild animals? Read the title and author and talk about the cover illustration. 
Explain that this book is fantasy, so it could not happen, but it has details that seem real. 

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Pages 2–3: Call attention to the chapter title and illustration. Suggested Language: 
A monster hurricane is about to make landfall and engulf the city of Towerville. 
It is a violent natural event, a cataclysm, that will cause terrible destruction. The 
infrastructure of the city—its roads, water, and power lines—will be wiped out. 
The people of Towerville have already evacuated, but many couldn’t take their pets 
with them. What do you think will happen to the pets left behind in a deserted city? 

Pages 7–8: Discuss the chapter title and illustration. Ask: What part of the city 
does the illustration show? The train is powered by electromagnets, and they need 
electricity to work. Notice the terrible destruction. The dog on the right stands over 
a crack, or fissure, in the wall of the subway tunnel. The chapter title is a question. 
What do you think it means?

Page 10: Discuss the illustration. The picture shows Lucinda, an Afghan hound. 
She is standing on a piece of fl oating wreckage, or flotsam, that has been washed 
ashore. What might she be looking for? 

Now go back to the beginning and read to fi nd out what happens when the 
hurricane hits, and how Buck and his pack of dogs try to survive.

2 Lesson 12: True North Grade 6
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed. 

Remind students to use the Infer/Predict Strategy  and to be aware of 
what the author suggests without actually stating it, and to predict what will happen next.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the story.
Suggested language: How do you think Buck’s owners felt about leaving him behind? 

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• When a huge hurricane hit 
Towerville, the people had 
evacuated, but many of their 
pets were left behind.

• Dogs formed rival packs after 
the hurricane, and Buck was the 
leader of a pack.

• Buck believed in cooperation, not 
confl ict, between the packs and 
led his pack through a subway 
tunnel to a new home on the 
mainland.

• Buck was smarter than other 
dogs because he realized the 
need for cooperation and the 
need to escape before the food 
ran out.

• Buck’s encounter with the wolf 
and his experiences leading 
the pack awakened his animal 
instincts and made him want 
to live free in the wild, as dogs 
were meant to live, not as a 
companion animal.

• Illustrations aid visualization 
of the story’s setting and 
characters, and support its mood 
of danger and suspense.

• Chapter headings aid 
understanding of the story’s 
organization and plot structure.

• The book ends by reminding 
readers of its title as Buck leads 
his pack in a new direction, 
north, away from the world of 
humans.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text that contains dialogue to 

demonstrate phrased fl uent reading. Remind them to read expressively to refl ect the 
danger and suspense in the story’s plot.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Remind students that prefi xes are added to base words or roots 
to change their meanings or parts of speech. Tell them that the prefi x kilo- comes from 
a Greek word and means “thousand.” Have them defi ne kilotons as it is used on page 
2, “kilotons of energy.” Ask them to name and defi ne other words that begin with 
kilo- (kilogram, kilometer, kilowatt).

3 Lesson 12: True North Grade 6
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 12.9.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book, using their Reader’s 
Notebook. Use the instruction below as needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the 
comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Story Structure 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that a story’s plot is built on a main 

problem or confl ict faced by the main character. Events build up to a high point, or climax. 
As the story ends, the problem, or confl ict, is resolved. Model how to add details to the 
Graphic Organizer, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

The chart has a space for Buck’s major problem. What is it? He has 
to survive on his own, without humans. Buck’s confl ict with Reno is 
one event connected to his problem. What is another? He leads a hunt 
for food and fi nds barely enough for one meal. How does he solve his 
problem? He leads his pack through a subway tunnel to the mainland and 
a new home. List that event and solution on the chart. 

Practice the Skill
Encourage students to share another book they have read in which the story structure 
shows how an animal hero survives without help from humans.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use their personal knowledge to reach new understandings.

Assessment Prompts
• How would you describe the narrator’s tone in the fi rst paragraph of the story?

• What does the word siphoning mean in the second paragraph of page 2?

• What is the author’s point of view on the subject of the environment?

4 Lesson 12: True North Grade 6
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What type of dog is Buck? 

 

 2. Think within the text What is “The Arrow”?

 

 3. Think about the text In the story, Buck wants to be free like a wolf.  

Do you believe domesticated dogs would be happier if they were 

allowed to live like Buck?  Explain your answer.

 

 

 

 4. Think beyond the text What can you infer about Buck’s character 

from the story?

 

 

 

Making Connections If a disaster affected your home town, what would 
happen to the pet dogs and cats?  How do you think pets should be cared for 
in an emergency? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Lesson 12
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 2 . 9

True North
Critical Thinking

Grade 6, Unit 3: Going the Distance

Name  Date 

11

He is part Belgian sheepdog and part collie.

“The Arrow” is a train that connects the island to the mainland.

I think that domesticated dogs probably enjoy being well taken 

care of by their owners. It might be nice to be free, but it would be 

easier to have someone feed you and give you water each day.

He is intelligent, brave, caring, and a good leader.

Possible responses shown.

12.09_6_246260RNLEAN_Crtl Thk.in11   11 6/15/09   4:26:50 PM

English Language Development
Reading Support Have students listen to the audio or online recordings. Make sure 
the text matches the students’ reading level. Language and content should be accessible 
with regular teaching support.

Vocabulary Remind students that removing an ending from an unfamiliar word may 
give a clue to its meaning. The following participles contain familiar words that give clues 
to meaning: hammered (p. 3), cornered (p. 5), boarded (p. 7), streaming (p. 16), roughing 
(p. 17).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What destroyed Towerville? 

Speaker 2: a hurricane

Speaker 1: Where was the train tunnel?

Speaker 2: underground

Speaker 1: Why did Buck want to live 
in the mountains?

Speaker 2: to be free

Speaker 1: Why did Buck give the sea 
creature he had caught to Reno?

Speaker 2: He wanted to show Reno 
that he meant no harm and wanted to 
cooperate with him.

Speaker 1: Why did Buck want to lead 
his pack north, away from people?

Speaker 2: He wanted them to be free to 
live as dogs live, not as pets. 

Speaker 1: After the storm, how 
did the dogs’ natural instincts 
begin to show themselves?

Speaker 2: The dogs formed 
packs and developed hunting 
skills.

Speaker 1: What responsibility did 
Buck feel towards the planet?

Speaker 2: He felt that he needed 
to be a careful steward of the 
environment.

5 Lesson 12: True North Grade 6
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Name  Date 

True North
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in two or three 
paragraphs.

Remember that when you think beyond the text, you use your personal 
knowledge to reach new understandings.

Buck helped his pack fend for themselves in an unfamiliar and dangerous 
environment. What skills did he need in order to survive? What qualities do 
you think set Buck apart from other dogs and enabled him to become leader 
of a pack? Based on those qualities, what do you predict he will do as a 
steward for the environment when he and his pack live free in the 
mountains, away from humans? 

6 Lesson 12: True North Grade 6
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What type of dog is Buck? 

 

 2. Think within the text What is “The Arrow”?

 

 3. Think about the text In the story, Buck wants to be free like a wolf.  

Do you believe domesticated dogs would be happier if they were 

allowed to live like Buck?  Explain your answer.

 

 

 

 4. Think beyond the text What can you infer about Buck’s character 

from the story?

 

 

 

Making Connections If a disaster affected your home town, what would 
happen to the pet dogs and cats?  How do you think pets should be cared for 
in an emergency? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Lesson 12
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True North
Critical Thinking

Name  Date 
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14
14
24
6

Student  Date 
Lesson 12
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True North
Running Record Form

True North • LEVEL Y

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

10 Buck widened the opening by digging out loose rocks and dirt. 

Then he started down. But only Lucinda followed him. The 

other dogs, especially Farley the aging bulldog, weren’t sure 

this was a wise course of action. Whining, yelping, and 

barking, they resisted going any farther. Buck came back up 

and tried to herd them into the opening. When this didn’t work, 

he gently nipped their legs. But this tactic failed, too.

As bad as things were, even worse was their fear of the 

unknown.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/85 × 100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 

8 Lesson 12: True North Grade 6
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

6_308357_AL_LRTG_L12_TrueNorth.indd   86_308357_AL_LRTG_L12_TrueNorth.indd   8 7/29/09   1:37:18 PM7/29/09   1:37:18 PM


	1_6_308357_AL_LRTG_L12_TrueNorth_B
	2_6_308357_AL_LRTG_L12_TrueNorth_B
	3_6_308357_AL_LRTG_L12_TrueNorth_B
	4_6_308357_AL_LRTG_L12_TrueNorth_B
	5_6_308357_AL_LRTG_L12_TrueNorth_B
	6_6_308357_AL_LRTG_L12_TrueNorth_B
	7_6_308357_AL_LRTG_L12_TrueNorth
	8_6_308357_AL_LRTG_L12_TrueNorth

