
Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Fiction

Text Structure • Third-person narrative 
• Each page focuses on a different outdoor activity the bears enjoy together; surprise 

ending – they are asleep in a cave on the last page
• Narrative begins in spring and ends in winter.

Content • Bears
• Outdoor family activities
• Bears sleep during the winter.

Themes and Ideas • It’s fun to share outdoor activities with your family.
• Outdoor activities change in different seasons.
• You need to wear different outdoor clothes in different weather. 

Language and 
Literary Features

• Simple, straightforward language
• Meaning provided through integration of pictures with text. 

Sentence Complexity • Repetitive, simple sentence pattern, changing only one word on each page: Bears like to 
__________. 

• Four-word sentences with subject preceding verb
Vocabulary • Action verbs: eat, swim, play, walk, sleep

• Content word bear explained in illustrations
Words • Easy, high-frequency words repeated: like, to

Illustrations • Engaging illustrations support and extend text.
Book and Print Features • Five pages of text, with one line of text and one illustration per page

• Print in large, plain font; good spacing between words
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Bears Through the Year
by Ada Mame

Fountas-Pinnell Level A
Fiction
Selection Summary
Bears enjoy different outdoor activities at different seasons of the 
year. In the winter, they like to sleep in a warm cave.
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like  play  to

Words to Know

Bears Through the Year by Ada Mame

Build Background
Read the title to children and talk with them about what the bears are doing in the cover 
illustration. Ask them what they think they will learn about the bears in this story. Then 
ask: Are these real bears or fantasy bears? What time of year do you think this is? How 
can you tell?

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary. Point out the repetition of the sentence pattern Bears like to that 
tells what the family of bears likes to do. Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that in this story, a family of bears have fun together in summer, 
spring, fall and winter. 
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. Here is a family of bears. What are they 
doing? The sentence reads: Bears like to eat. Say like. Like begins with the /l/ 
sound. Find the word like and put your fi nger under it. 

Page 3: Remind children that they can use information in the pictures to help them 
read. What do you see? Do you think it’s very hot or very cold outside? How do 
you know? What do the bears like to do on this page? The sentence reads: Bears 
like to swim. 

Page 4: Turn to page 4. In this picture, the bears like to play. Say play. What letter 
do you expect fi rst in play? Find play and put your fi nger under it. Look at the 
picture. How are the bears playing? Why are there leaves on the ground? What 
time of year do you think it is? 

Now turn back to the beginning and read to fi nd out what the family of bears likes 
to do together during the year.

2 Lesson 12: Bears Through the YearKindergarten
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Read
Now have children read Bears Through the Year while pointing under each word. Observe 
children as they read.

Respond to the Text
Personal Response
Ask children to share their personal responses to the story. Begin by asking what they 
liked best about the story, or what they found interesting.
Suggested language: Which of the activities that the bears did together do you enjoy? 
Would you like to read more stories about this bear family? Why?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, make sure children understand these teaching points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• A bear family likes to eat, swim, 
play, walk and sleep.

• In the winter the bears sleep in a 
warm cave.

• It’s fun to do different outdoor 
activities with your family.

• As the seasons change, we enjoy 
different outdoor activities.

• Real bears sleep during the 
winter, just like the bears in the 
story.

• The pictures show how the 
seasons change.

• The writer uses the same 
language on each page, but 
changes the verb.

• The last page is different because 
the bears are inside.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Support
Concepts of Print
Practice early reading behaviors, such as locating the fi rst and last letters of words in 
continuous text.

Phonemic Awareness and Word Work
Provide practice as needed with words and sounds, using one of the following activities:

• Listening Game Have children listen for words that rhyme. Have children raise their 
hands if the words rhyme and keep their hands in their laps if the words do not rhyme. 
Say pairs of words, for example: like and Mike; like and let; eat and ear; bears and 
tears; play and plan; play and day.

• Tracing Letters Materials: magnetic or cardboard letters or letter cards. Call on 
children to choose a letter, say the name, and trace the letter. Hold up the traced letter 
and ask other children to identify it. Then point to different objects in the classroom, 
say the name of the object, and ask children to raise their hands if the object begins 
with the traced letter.

3 Lesson 12: Bears Through the YearKindergarten
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Writing About Reading
Critical Thinking
Read the directions for children on BLM 12.3 and guide them in answering the questions.

Responding
Read aloud the questions at the back of the book and help children complete the activities.

Target Comprehension Skill
Conclusions 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Tell children that they can draw a conclusion by using details, 

or smaller pieces of information, to fi gure out more about the story. Model how to draw 
a conclusion:

Think Aloud

In the pictures I can see the bear family having a picnic in the spring; 
swimming in the summer; playing in the fall leaves; and sleeping in a 
warm cave in the winter. These picture and story details show me that the 
bears are doing different things at different times of the year.

Practice the Skill
Have children think of another story they have read. Guide them in drawing a conclusion 
about a character or event in the story, using picture or text details.

Writing Prompt
Read aloud the following prompt. Have children draw and write their response, using the 
writing prompt on page 6.

Think about the different things the bears do in spring and summer. Then draw a picture 
of one thing that you like to do in spring and summer.

Write about the weather in your picture.

4 Lesson 12: Bears Through the YearKindergarten
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Think About It
  Children look at the pictures and circle the one that answers the question.

 1. In the story, what do bears do in the winter?

  Children draw a picture of something  they like to do in the winter and label it.

 2. 

5

Name  Date 
Lesson 12

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 2 . 3

Bears Through the Year
Think About It

Kindergarten, Unit 3: Outside My DoorThink About It
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Read directions to children.
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English Language Learners
Cultural Support Talk about how the weather changes in different seasons and how 
these seasonal changes affect the clothes we wear and the activities we enjoy. Encourage 
children to talk about outdoor activities they enjoyed during the different seasons in their 
native countries. 

Oral Language Development
Check the children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/ Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Point to the bears in the 
story.

Speaker 2: [Points to bears]

Speaker 1: Point to the bears having a 
picnic.

Speaker 2: [Points to bears having a 
picnic]

Speaker 1: What do the bears do at the 
end of the story?

Speaker 2: sleep

Speaker 1: Where is the bear family?

Speaker 2: Here is the bear family.

Speaker 1: What do the bears do in the 
water?

Speaker 2: They swim in the water.

Speaker 1: In what season of the 
year do the bears have a picnic? 

Speaker 2: The bears have a 
picnic in the spring.

Speaker 1: What do the bears do 
in the winter?

Speaker 2: They take a walk and 
then they sleep inside a warm 
cave.

5 Lesson 12: Bears Through the YearKindergarten
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Name  Date 

Bears Through the Year
Think about the different things the bears do in 
spring and summer. Then draw a picture of one thing 
that you like to do in spring and summer.

Write about the weather in your picture.

6 Lesson 12: Bears Through the YearKindergarten
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

K_302157_OL_LRTG_L12_BearsThruTheYears.indd   6K_302157_OL_LRTG_L12_BearsThruTheYears.indd   6 7/29/09   5:41:22 PM7/29/09   5:41:22 PM



Think About It
  Children look at the pictures and circle the one that answers the question.

 1. In the story, what do bears do in the winter?

  Children draw a picture of something  they like to do in the winter and label it.

 2. 

Name  Date 
Lesson 12

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 2 . 3

Bears Through the Year
Think About It
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Student  Date 

Bears Through the Year • LEVEL A Bears Through the Year
Running Record Form

Lesson 12
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 2 . 7

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

4

5

6

Bears like to eat.

Bears like to swim.

Bears like to play.

Bears like to walk.

Bears like to sleep.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/20 x 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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