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The Wright Brothers
by Rob Arego

Fountas-Pinnell Level L
Biography
Selection Summary
Orville and Wilbur Wright wanted to invent a fl ying machine. They 
studied bird wings to help them with their design. Their fi rst fl ight 
lasted only 12 seconds. Still, these two resourceful brothers had 
invented the fi rst airplane and guaranteed their place in history books.

Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Biography

Text Structure • Organized by sections 
• Told in chronological order

Content • Facts about the Wright brothers – childhood, infl uential events, early experiments
• Early fl ying machines described

Themes and Ideas • Lifelong ambitions can be achieved with hard work.
• Creative thought can result in innovation and invention. 

Language and 
Literary Features

• Important information in captions
• Terms defi ned within the text 

Sentence Complexity • Primarily simple sentences but some longer with dependent clauses: When Wilbur and 
Orville Wright grew up, they worked as book printers.

Vocabulary • Technical vocabulary relating to fl ying: glider, engine, propeller
Words • Mostly one- and two-syllable words with a few multi-syllable words: invention, helicopter, 

experiment
Illustrations • Several archival photographs, including one of an original sketch

Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text with photos and illustrations on each page
• Captions and labels throughout
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The Wright Brothers by Rob Arego

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of airplanes to think about the text. Build interest by 
asking a question such as the following: How would modern life be different if there were 
no airplanes? Read the title and author and talk about the photograph of an early airplane 
on the cover. Tell students that this is a biography, so it will contain facts about real 
people.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that this book is about two brothers. Their names were Orville and 
Wilbur Wright. They invented the fi rst airplane. 
Suggested language: Turn to page 2 of this book. Look at the section title: Little 
Orville and Wilbur. It tells you that the biography begins when the two brothers are 
still young. The year was 1878. That’s over one hundred years ago! What kinds of 
transportation did people use at that time?

Page 3: Point to the sketch. Explain that it was drawn by Orville. The sketch shows 
a toy helicopter he and his brother were given. It started the two brothers thinking 
about how things fl y. The two boys could not have known that someday they would 
make an invention that would change the world – the fi rst airplane. How would 
their invention change the world?

Page 5: Explain that, at that time, people were doing a lot of experiments with fl ying 
machines like the glider in the picture. Why do you think people were doing these 
experiments?

Page 8: Look at the picture. It’s a photo of an engine. The Wright Brothers built 
an engine to make their glider fl y. Listen as I read the last sentence on the page: 
The engine spun the propeller that made the glider fl y. How do you think the Wright 
brothers felt once they added the engine to their glider? Why do you think that?

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to fi nd out what happens 
when the Wright Brothers take their fi rst fl ight.

electric  – run by electricity
experiment – a test that helps 

scientists answer their 
questions, p. 5

gadget – a small machine or tool 
that is useful

genius – great intelligence; a very 
smart person, p. 10

invention – something new 
that someone thinks up and 
creates, p. 3

laboratory – a place where 

scientists work and do 
experiments

occasional – appearing 
sometimes but not very often

signal – a sound, a movement, or 
a sign that sends a message, 
p. 9

Target Vocabulary

2 Lesson 10: The Wright BrothersGrade 3
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Read
Have students read The Wright Brothers silently while you listen to individual students 
read. Support their problem solving and fl uency as needed. 

Remind students to use the Summarize Strategy , and to tell important 
parts of the text in their own words. 

Discuss and Revisit the Text 
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the text.
Suggested language: How do you think the Wright Brothers felt when their airplane fl ew 
at last?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Orville and Wilbur Wright 
became interested in fl ying when 
they were young.

• The Wright Brothers 
experimented with different kinds 
of gliders.

• They invented the fi rst airplane 
with an engine. It stayed in the 
air for 12 seconds and carried a 
person.

• Sometimes you have to try 
something many times before 
succeeding.

• Inventions can move civilizations 
forward.

• The photographs, captions, and 
labels support and extend the 
text.

• The events are described in 
chronological order.

• The author includes important 
details from the Wright Brothers’ 
lives that help readers visualize 
what is happening.

• The author’s purpose is to 
inform readers about these 
tenacious inventors.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Leveled Books K – 8, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices For Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind 

them to pay attention to punctuation, and to pause at commas in longer sentences.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Have students recognize and take apart words with infl ectional 
endings, such as: returned (page 2), thinking (page 3), worked (page 6) and fl ying 
(page 9).

3 Lesson 10: The Wright BrothersGrade 3
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking 
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 10.7. 

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill 
Main Idea and Details  Remind students that the important ideas in a 
book are always supported with details. Explain that students can tell important ideas and 
details about a topic in their own words. Model the skill, using a “Think Aloud” like the one 
below: 

Think Aloud

I know the main idea on page 6. The Wright Brothers studied bird wings. 
What are the details that support that idea? One is that the brothers saw 
how bird wings worked. Another is that they tried to make wings that 
would work in the same way. 

Practice the Skill
Have students write two sentences that tell about another main idea in this book and the 
supporting details. 

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on BLM 10.20. Remind them that when 
they think beyond the text, they use what they know and their own experience to think 
about what happens in the book.

Assessment Prompts
• This biography was most likely written to

________________________________________________________________.

• Find the sentence on page 4 that shows that the Wright Brothers worked as book 
printers.

• Complete this sentence in your own words: By the end of the book, the reader can tell 
that the Wright Brothers changed the world because 

________________________________________________________________.
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Read directions to students.

Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What type of fl ying machine 

did the Wright Brothers work on before they added an 

engine?

They worked on the glider.

 2. Think within the text How far did the Wright Brothers’ 

fi rst fl ying machine go, and for how long did it fl y? 

It fl ew for 120 feet and for 12 seconds.

 3. Think beyond the text Why do you think the Wright 

Brothers and others of their time were so eager to fi nd a 

way to fl y?

Responses will vary.

 4. Think about the text The author presents events in 

the text in the order in which they happened.  For this 

text, why is presenting events in time-order helpful for a 

reader?

Telling the story in time-order helps the reader understand how one event caused

another in the lives of the Wright Brothers.

Making Connections The Wright Brothers’ interest in flying came 
about because of a toy flying machine.  Think about a toy you have 
seen or had that captured your interest.  What was the toy?  Why 
was it interesting to you?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Possible responses shown.

Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Name  Date 

Grade 3, Unit 2: Express Yourself9
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English Language Development
Reading Support Give English learners a “preview” of the text by holding a brief 
small-group discussion with them before reading the text with the entire group.

Vocabulary Explain any vocabulary words that might be confusing, such as invention 
(page 3), experiments (page 5), signal (page 9), and genius (page 10).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What is on the cover?

Speaker 2: an airplane

Speaker 1: Who are the people in the 
pictures on page 2?

Speaker 2: the Wright Brothers

Speaker 1: Why is the book called The 
Wright Brothers?

Speaker 2: It is about the Wright 
Brothers. 

Speaker 1: What did they do?

Speaker 2: They invented the fi rst 
airplane. 

Speaker 1: How did the Wright 
Brothers change the world?

Speaker 2: They invented the 
fi rst airplane with an engine that 
could carry people. 

5 Lesson 10: The Wright BrothersGrade 3
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The Wright Brothers
Thinking Beyond the Text

Read the following paragraph. Then write your news report below. 

Imagine you are a newspaper reporter at the Wright Brothers’ first flight. 
Write a news report about the historic event. Describe what happened. Use 
details from the book in your news report.

Name  Date 

6 Lesson 10: The Wright BrothersGrade 3
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What type of fl ying machine 

did the Wright Brothers work on before they added an 

engine?

 2. Think within the text How far did the Wright Brothers’ 

fi rst fl ying machine go, and for how long did it fl y? 

 3. Think beyond the text Why do you think the Wright 

Brothers and others of their time were so eager to fi nd a 

way to fl y?

 4. Think about the text The author presents events in 

the text in the order in which they happened. For this 

text, why is presenting events in time-order helpful for a 

reader?

Making Connections The Wright Brothers’ interest in flying came 
about because of a toy flying machine. Think about a toy you have 
seen or had that captured your interest. What was the toy? Why was 
it interesting to you?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 
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Critical Thinking
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Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

5

6

7

At that time, people were doing experiments with flying 

machines. Some people worked on gliders. Gliders were like 

airplanes without engines. They flew on the wind. Other people 

worked on flying machines with engines. But no one had made 

a flying machine that could take off, turn, and come back 

down.

The Wright Brothers started to study bird wings. They saw 

how the wings worked when birds flew and turned. The 

brothers tried making wings that would work in the same way.

The Wright Brothers worked on a glider that flew like a kite. 

At first, the gliders couldn’t fly very far.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/102 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 

3_307008_BL_LRTG_L10_WrightBros.indd   83_307008_BL_LRTG_L10_WrightBros.indd   8 7/28/09   4:44:40 PM7/28/09   4:44:40 PM


	001_3_307008_BL_LRTG_L10_WrightBros.pdf
	002_3_307008_BL_LRTG_L10_WrightBros.pdf
	003_3_307008_BL_LRTG_L10_WrightBros.pdf
	004_3_307008_BL_LRTG_L10_WrightBros.pdf
	005_3_307008_BL_LRTG_L10_WrightBros.pdf
	006_3_307008_BL_LRTG_L10_WrightBros.pdf
	007_3_307008_BL_LRTG_L10_WrightBros.pdf
	008_3_307008_BL_LRTG_L10_WrightBros.pdf

