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Selection Summary
Credited as the fi rst settlers of New Zealand, the Maori are known 
to be resourceful and adaptable. Despite the changes inherent in the 
modern world, the Maori maintain their language and culture. 
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Nonfi ction

Text Structure • Third-person voice in a continuous narrative organized in eight short sections 
• Underlying structures include temporal sequence, compare/contrast, and problem/

solution 
Content • Description of Maori history and way of life 

Themes and Ideas • Relocation and cultural collision 
• Two different theories about the Maori’s arrival in New Zealand
• Despite colonization and disease, the Maori have preserved their heritage.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Long sections of descriptive text
• Some fi gurative language

Sentence Complexity • Some complex sentences contain embedded, dependent clauses 
• Serial commas; some sentences contain parenthetical information 

Vocabulary • Many new words not defi ned in text
• Foreign words, such as kumara, marae, Pakeha

Words • Some unfamiliar words, such as infl uence, adapt, rituals, ancestors 
• Some multisyllable words, such as consequences, immaculately, permeated, rudimentary 
• Pronunciation guidance (MOW ree)

Illustrations • Color photograph, black and white historical photographs, and illustrations with captions
Book and Print Features • Fourteen pages of text with photographs or illustrations on many pages

• Easy- to-read section heads, table of contents, maps, timeline, sidebars 
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Target Vocabulary

array – an impressive, orderly 
arrangement of things, p. 6

consequences – the natural, or 
logical, results of an action or 
a condition, p. 3

defy – to challenge, resist, or 
oppose, p. 11

immaculately – perfectly, p. 12

permeated – when one thing has 
spread or fl owed throughout 
another, p. 7

poised – still and carefully 
positioned to carry out a task 
or move at any moment, p. 14

rigid – strong and unbending, 
p. 7

rudimentary – simple, basic, or in 
an early stage of development, 
p. 9

sparsely – an area with few living 
creatures in it, p. 5

venture – to do an activity 
bravely, despite the risk, p. 3

The Maori of New Zealand by Chris Wilson

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of the South Pacifi c to visualize the selection. Build 
interest by asking questions such as the following: What do you know about New Zealand 
and its natives? Have you ever heard of the Maori peoples? Read the title and author and 
talk about the cover photograph. Note the eight section heads. If possible, show a world 
map and focus on New Zealand’s location relative to the United States. 

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and nonfi ction features. Help with 
unfamiliar language so they can read the text successfully. Give special treatment to target 
vocabulary. Here are some suggestions:

Pages 2–3: Ask students what they can learn about the Maori simply from reading 
the table of contents. The chapter titles suggest the Maori live in villages and are 
artists. Have students read the fi rst two sentences on page 3 and pronounce the 
word Maori (MOW ree), using the pronunciation help given on the page. Explain 
that the Maori peoples probably settled in New Zealand, an island nation, around 
the year 800. Suggested language: Notice the sentence with the highlighted word 
venture. Ask: What do you do when you venture to do something, or go on a 
venture? 

Page 5: Point out the timeline. Remind students that timelines such as this are 
helpful for understanding the sequence, or order, of events that relate to a text. 

Pages 6–7: Have students read the caption for the meetinghouse photo on page 6. 
Explain that the meetinghouse is decorated with a wide array of carvings and other 
artwork. Help students locate and pronounce the word marae (ma RAY), explaining 
that this is the fl at, open space in front of the meetinghouse. Have students read 
the sentences on page 7 with the highlighted words. Ask: What might be a rigid 
social role for a man or woman? What does it mean for something to permeate 
your life?

Now turn back to the beginning and read to fi nd out more about the Maori of New 
Zealand. 

2 Lesson 9: The Maori of New Zealand Grade 6
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Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read aloud. Support their 
understanding of the text as needed. 

Remind students to use the Visualize Strategy  and to use text details to 
form pictures in their minds about the Maori and New Zealand as they read. 

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the text. 
Suggested language: What did you learn about the history of New Zealand that you didn’t 
know before? 

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• It is believed that Maori fi rst 
settled New Zealand, although 
their original location is disputed. 

• The Maori used the lush 
landscape of New Zealand to 
create a prosperous way of life. 

• Although British colonization 
created confl ict, the Maori today 
retain their culture and traditions. 

• Adjustments can be peaceful, 
such as the Maori peoples’ 
adaptation to New Zealand, but 
cultural confl icts, such as the 
British with the Maori, can lead 
to unpleasant consequences. 

• Even in the face of adversity, 
indigenous people can retain 
their culture and heritage. 

• Headings organize the text and 
help readers know what to 
anticipate in each section.

• The photos contain a lot of visual 
information. 

• Captions help to explain the 
photos and support the text; 
timeline provides additional 
information.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text for a readers’ theater in 

which they imagine they are narrating a documentary about the Maori. Remind them 
to pause and vary pacing as they read, depending on the text’s meaning. Suggest that 
they pause between reading sections, and between items listed on the timeline. 

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind students that some words derive from Greek or Latin 
roots. For example, tradition is derived from a Latin word, traditio, meaning “action of 
handing over.”

3 Lesson 9: The Maori of New Zealand Grade 6
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Writing about Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Have students complete the Vocabulary questions on BLM 9.1.

Responding
Have students use their Reader’s Notebook to complete the vocabulary activities on page 
15. Remind them to answer the Word Teaser on page 16. (Answer: rudimentary) 

Reading Nonfi ction
Nonfiction Features: Graphics Remind students that nonfi ction has many features to help 
readers fi nd and understand important information. 

Explain that graphics are as important as the text in nonfi ction books. They add to what is 
already explained in the text. Readers can look at them before reading, during reading, and 
then return after they have read the page. Graphics include photographs, paintings, charts, 
tables, and maps. Within these graphics, there might be other information to encounter, 
such as labels, captions, and keys. Sometimes graphics are a simple, unifying visual 
element, such as the scroll design for the sidebars in this book. Such treatment can create 
familiarity for the reader. However, the graphics might contain complex information. 

Have students turn to the timeline on page 5 in the text. Ask why the fi rst item listed does 
not contain a date as the others do (No one is certain when the Maori arrived). Tell students 
that timelines can provide a brief summary of important events for readers. Next, have 
students turn to the sidebar on page 8. Explain that sidebars can provide useful, interesting 
details that may not fl ow with the narrative. Ask them what the information tells them about 
the Maori (they are good at problem solving; they depended on agriculture to live).

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when 
they think about the text, they refl ect back on the text. They should notice and evaluate 
language, genre, literary devices, and how the text is organized.

Assessment Prompts
• What are two sentences on page 5 that support the idea that the Maori had to adapt to 

New Zealand? 

• Which words on page 14 help the reader understand the meaning of the word poised?

• What is the author’s purpose for writing this selection? 

4 Lesson 9: The Maori of New Zealand Grade 6
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Target Vocabulary
Fill in the outer circles of the Web with words that relate to 
the Target Vocabulary word.  Fill in the blanks in the example 
sentences with the Target Vocabulary word and a word from the 
Web.  Then make a Web and write example sentences for two of the 
remaining Target Vocabulary words.

venture
permeated
rudimentary
immaculately

defy
poised
sparsely

consequences
rigid
array

Vocabulary

array: fine 
collection

choices foods

Example Sentences:

The restaurant menu listed an  of delicious foods.

Having an array of items assures that you will have lots of  .

Target Vocabulary
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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The Maori of 
New Zealand
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Name  Date 
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varietyassortment 

array

choices

Possible responses shown.
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English Language Development
Reading Support Pair beginning and intermediate readers to read the selection softly, 
or have students listen to the audio or online recordings. Or have beginning students read 
the captions. 

Idioms Some idiomatic language might be unfamiliar to English language learners. Point 
to the phrase cut that number in half on page 11. Explain that this phrase refers to the 
reduction of the Maori population. 

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What did the Maori use to 
travel to New Zealand?

Speaker 2: long canoes

Speaker 1: What were Maori women 
responsible for? 

Speaker 2: weaving

Speaker 1: What are the two main 
islands of New Zealand called? 

Speaker 2: They are North Island and 
South Island. 

Speaker 1: What did the Maori trade 
with the British? 

Speaker 2: They traded crops and fl ax. 

Speaker 1: What were the 
meetinghouse and marae used 
for in Maori culture? 

Speaker 2: It was the center of 
life for Maori. Important rituals 
happened there, like weddings, 
funerals, and war rites. 
Sometimes people met there to 
discuss community issues. 

5 Lesson 9: The Maori of New Zealand Grade 6
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Name  Date 

The Maori of New Zealand 
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs. 

Remember that when you think about the text, you reflect back on the text. 
You notice and evaluate language, genre, literary devices, and how the text 
is organized.

Authors use many graphics, such as photographs and maps, and text 
features, such as captions and sidebars, to support the text and provide 
additional information. How successfully do you think the author of this text 
used these tools? How do these tools increase your understanding of the 
Maori? Include examples in your evaluation. 

6 Lesson 9: The Maori of New Zealand Grade 6
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Target Vocabulary
Fill in the outer circles of the Web with words that relate to 
the Target Vocabulary word. Fill in the blanks in the example 
sentences with the Target Vocabulary word and a word from the 
Web. Then make a Web and write example sentences for two of the 
remaining Target Vocabulary words.

venture

permeated

rudimentary

immaculately

defy

poised

sparsely

consequences

rigid

array

Vocabulary

array: fine 
collection

choices foods

Example Sentences:

The restaurant menu listed an  of delicious foods.

Having an array of items assures that you will have lots of  .

Lesson 9
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The Maori of 
New Zealand
Target Vocabulary

Name  Date 
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Running Record Form

The Maori of New Zealand 
• LEVEL U

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

3 How was New Zealand settled? Most experts think that the 

first settlers — the Maori (MOW ree) — came from other 

Pacific islands. But some experts disagree. They think that the 

Maori came from South America.

Experts are also trying to figure out what made the Maori 

venture to New Zealand. Was it to escape a war? A famine? We 

may never learn the answers to these questions.

But the experts do agree on one thing. All agree that the 

Maori made dangerous voyages across the Pacific Ocean. 

They paddled in long canoes. They used the sun, stars, and 

moon to navigate. 

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/100 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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