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Nonfiction
Selection Summary
Native American peoples have told folktales throughout their history. 
Some folktales teach lessons or how to solve problems. Many of the 
stories have animal characters with very human traits. One reason 
folktales have survived is because they can be enjoyed by both 
children and adults.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Nonfi ction

Text Structure • Three to eight lines of text in the same position on each page
• Organized by themes of folktales
• Details help the reader to draw conclusions and make generalizations. 

Content • History of Native American folktales
• Folktales that teach a lesson 
• Folktales that tell how to solve problems

Themes and Ideas • Native American folktales have been told through the ages because they are useful and 
because they are fun. 

• Animal characters that act like humans can teach lessons about how people should 
behave.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Simple, clear language
• Summaries of several folktales

Sentence Complexity • Longer and shorter sentences interspersed
Vocabulary • Animal names such as mole, coyote, bear, squirrel, chipmunk, fox

Words • Many high-frequency words
• Primarily one- and two-syllable words

Illustrations • Color illustrations
Book and Print Features • 9 pages of text, illustrations on every page
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Target Vocabulary

brag — to talk too proudly about 
something, p. 4

curled — moved in a curved 
form, p. 3

direction — the general way in 
which something is moving, 
p. 3

healed — became well again 
after being sick or hurt, p. 5

height — the distance from 
the bottom to the top of 
something, p. 9.

tease — to make fun of 
someone, p. 4 

toward — in the direction of 
something, p. 7

tunnel — a route that is dug 
underground or through a hill, 
p. 7

Native American Folktales by Peter Titas 

Build Background
Help children think about the folktales they have read. Build interest by asking: Which 
is your favorite folktale? Why do you like it so much? Read the title and author’s name 
and talk about the cover illustration. Tell children that this book is about Native American 
folktales.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas and nonfi ction features. Help with 
unfamiliar language so they can read the text successfully. Give special attention to target 
vocabulary. Here are some suggestions:

Pages 2–3: Point out the two different settings in the pictures on these pages.
Suggested language: The picture on page 2 shows modern children listening to a 
Native American folktale. The picture on page 3 shows children long ago listening 
to the same folktale. What does that tell you about why folktales have been told for 
so long?

Pages 4–5: Explain that these pages talk about a folktale that teaches a lesson. 
This bear thinks he’s great. He likes to brag about how big and strong he is. The 
squirrel likes to make fun of him. Do you think it’s smart for a small animal to tease 
a big one? Why not? 

Pages 6–7: Pages 6 and 7 talk about a mole that builds such a big hill that it 
blocks the way to the pond. Fox asks her to dig a hole all the way through the 
hill. A hole like this is called a tunnel. What problem would a tunnel under the hill 
solve?

Pages 8–9: Another folktale tells about Coyote and how he climbs to the heights of 
a high mountain to get fi re. What do you think the people used the fi re for?

Now turn to the beginning and read to fi nd out more about these Native American 
folktales.

2 Lesson 9: Native American FolktalesGrade 2
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Read
As the children read Native American Folktales, observe them carefully. Guide them as 
needed, using language that supports their problem-solving ability. 

Remind children to use the Summarize Strategy  and to think about the 
important characters and events as they read.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the book. 
Suggested language: What did you learn about Native American folktales that was 
especially interesting? What else would you like to learn about them? 

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• People have been telling Native 
American folktales for a long 
time.

• Some Native American folktales 
teach a lesson.

• Some Native American folktales 
tell how to solve a problem.

• People enjoy folktales because 
they are fun and because they 
are useful.

• Folktales are stories that can be 
shared with children and adults.

• The animal characters often 
teach lessons about how people 
should behave.

• The illustrations help the reader 
visualize the settings of the 
folktales. 

• The illustrations convey the 
sense that the folktales have 
been told for a long time.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to act out a passage from the text that summarizes one 

folktale. Encourage them to speak naturally, as if they were telling the story to people 
gathered around a campfi re.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of children’s reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Give children practice in adding the suffi xes -er and -est to 
make comparatives of smart, cold, and warm on page 8.

3 Lesson 9: Native American FolktalesGrade 2
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Writing about Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Have children complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 9.1.

Responding
Have children complete the vocabulary activities on page 11. Remind them to answer the 
Word Teaser on p. 12. (Answer: direction) 

Reading Nonfi ction
Nonfiction Features: Text Clues Remind children that nonfi ction has many features to 
help readers fi nd and understand important information. Some of these features are called 
text clues. Read the second sentence on page 2: Some of the stories have been told over 
and over. Explain that words like some, other, many, and a few are text clues that help the 
reader sort facts into categories, or groups. 

Help children fi nd other text clues in Native American Folktales and make a classroom 
chart. Encourage them to continue to add clues to the chart from their reading during the 
year.

Writing Prompt: Thinking About the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6.

Assessment Prompts
• Which words on page 7 help the reader understand the meaning of the word 

tunnel?

• Look at this sentence from page 8: They have no way to warm themselves. What does 
the word warm mean in this sentence?

4 Lesson 9: Native American FolktalesGrade 2
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Read directions to children.

Target Vocabulary
Read the words in parentheses.  Find and write the  
Target Vocabulary word that means the same as the  
word(s) in parentheses.

 1. (show off) Bear liked to 

  about himself all the time.

 2. (bother) Squirrel liked to

   Bear.

 3. (got better) Squirrel’s cuts

  , but they left marks.

 4. (underground path) Mole dug a

   under the ground.

 5. (on the way to) Mole made a path

   the pond.

 6. (very high place) Fox brought fire to the people from

  the  of the mountain.

 7. (path or way) The smoke from the fire went up in the

   of the sky.

 8. (twisted and turned) The smoke

   as it went up.

Vocabulary

Name  Date 

Grade 2, Unit 2: Nature Watch
 

Lesson 9
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  9 . 1

Target Vocabulary

Native American 
Folktales

Target Vocabulary

English Language Development
Reading Support Make sure the text matches the child’s reading level. Language and 
content should be accessible with regular teaching support. 

Cultural Support Explain that Native Americans are also called the fi rst people of 
America, because they were already living on the North American continent when the 
earliest settlers arrived from Europe.

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Who is doing the talking in 
this book?

Speaker 2: a narrator

Speaker 1: What is the book about?

Speaker 2: Native American folktales

Speaker 1: Why does the chipmunk 
have stripes?

Speaker 2: He has stripes because a 
bear clawed him.

Speaker 1: Why did Mole dig a tunnel 
through her hill?

Speaker 2: So that the animals could get 
to the water hole.

Speaker 1: What are two purposes 
of some Native American 
folktales?

Speaker 2: Some Native American 
folktales teach a lesson, and 
some tell how to solve problems.

5 Lesson 9: Native American FolktalesGrade 2
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Name  Date 

Native American Folktales 
Thinking About the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one paragraph. 

The folktales in this book teach important lessons about teasing or solving 
problems. Do you think stories are a good way to teach important lessons? 
Why or why not?

6 Lesson 9: Native American FolktalesGrade 2
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

2_304229_BL_VRTG_L09_nativeamericanfolktales.indd   62_304229_BL_VRTG_L09_nativeamericanfolktales.indd   6 7/30/09   10:56:48 AM7/30/09   10:56:48 AM



Target Vocabulary
Read the words in parentheses. Find and write the 
Target Vocabulary word that means the same as the 
word(s) in parentheses.

 1. (show off) Bear liked to 

 about himself all the time.

 2. (bother) Squirrel liked to

 Bear.

 3. (got better) Squirrel’s cuts

, but they left marks.

 4. (underground path) Mole dug a

 under the ground.

 5. (on the way to) Mole made a path

 the pond.

 6. (very high place) Fox brought fi re to the people from

 the  of the mountain.

 7. (path or way) The smoke from the fi re went up in the

 of the sky.

 8. (twisted and turned) The smoke

 as it went up.

brag

curled

direction

healed

height

tease

toward

tunnel

Vocabulary

Name  Date 
Lesson 9

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  9 . 1

Native American 
Folktales

Target Vocabulary
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13
78
6

Student  Date 
Lesson 9

B L a c k L i n e  m a s t e r  9 . 2 3

Native American Folktales
Running Record Form

Native American Folktales • level j

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓ 
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

® 
cat

0

Omission — cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut 
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc 
cat 0

Insertion the 

ˆcat 1

Word told T 
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

6 

 

7 

 

 

8 

Other folktales tell how to solve problems. In one folktale, Mole 

builds such a big hill that animals cannot get to the pond to 

drink. Fox tells Mole that she must move her hill.

Instead, Mole makes her hill so big that it can’t be moved. Fox 

then asks Mole to dig a tunnel through the hill. This will make 

a path toward the pond so the animals can drink. Mole digs the 

tunnel and keeps her hill.

Another Native American folktale tells about a smart coyote. 

Coyote feels sorry for people because they are so cold.

Comments: Accuracy Rate  
(# words read 

correctly/97 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate  

(# errors + #  
Self-Corrections/  
Self-Correction)

1: 
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