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Selection Summary
Many animals, including birds, alligators, and fi sh, make nests to 
protect their babies. Nests vary greatly in size, shape, and location. 
Animals make nests from all kinds of materials, including grass, mud, 
rocks, and even bubbles.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Nonfi ction

Text Structure • Information is presented by description and contrast.
• Many examples describe different kinds of nests.

Content • Nests of birds, alligators, and fi sh
• Size, shape, and location of nests
• Building materials for nests

Themes and Ideas • Animal nests vary as much as the creatures that make them.
• Animals build nests to continue the survival of their species.
• A nest is a home for the bird or animal that makes it.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Conversational language 
• Writer talks directly to the reader. 

Sentence Complexity • One compound sentence: Some nests are big, and some nests are small.
• One sentence with relative clause: Swifl ets are birds that make their nests in caves.
• One sentence with introductory phrase: In the spring, insects…

Vocabulary • Names of birds: hummingbird, eagle, swifl et, Adelie penguins 
Words • Compound words: hummingbird, sometimes, 

• A few words with three syllables: animals, amazing, beautiful, surprising
• Words with infl ectional endings: biggest, smallest, branches, surprising, amazing
• Possessives: eagle’s, Bird’s 

Illustrations • Photographs closely linked to text on all pages
Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text 

• Each new sentence begins on a new line.
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Target Vocabulary

beaks — hard, pointed parts of 
birds’ mouths, p. 8

branches — tree parts that grow 
from a tree’s trunk, p. 5

break — come apart into two or 
more pieces, p. 9

deepest — farthest depth from 
the surface, p. 8

hang — attach to something so 
as not to touch the ground, 
p. 5

pond — a body of water smaller 
than a lake, p. 9

shaped — formed in a particular 
way, p. 2

winding — moving one way and 
then another, p. 8

Amazing Nests by Myka-Lynne Sokoloff

Build Background
Help children use their knowledge of nests. Build interest by asking questions such as the 
following: Where have you seen a bird’s nest? Did you know some animals build nests 
too? Read the title and author’s name and talk about the cover photograph. Tell children 
that this book is nonfi ction, so the words and photos will give information about animal 
nests.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas and nonfi ction features. Help with 
unfamiliar language so they can read the text successfully. Give special attention to target 
vocabulary. Here are some suggestions: 

Page 2: Explain that this is a book of information about amazing animal nests. 
Suggested language: Turn to page 2 of this book. What do you see in the photo? 
Who made this nest? Who is in the nest? Point to the highlighted word shaped. 
The book says some nests are shaped or formed like a cup or ball. How is this nest 
shaped?

Pages 4–5: Have children look at the photos on these pages. What kind of bird is 
on page 4? What kind of bird is on page 5? Which of these birds has a nest that 
can hang from high branches in a tree? What else has the eagle used branches 
for?

Page 7: Call attention to the photo. What kind of animal is in this picture? Did you 
know it lays eggs in a nest? What do you think it made its nest from? 

Page 8: Have children point to the highlighted word beaks. Explain that some birds 
use their beaks to make nests. Look back at the photos on pages 2 and 3 and point 
to the birds’ beaks on each page. 

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to learn about some amazing 
nests.

2 Lesson 6: Amazing NestsGrade 2
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Read
As the children read Amazing Nests observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using 
language that supports their problem-solving ability. 

Remind children to use the Question Strategy , and to think of 
questions as they read. 

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the book.
Suggested language: What kind of nest do you think is the most amazing? Why?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Many animals build nests.

• Nests can be different sizes and 
shapes.

• Nests can be in trees, in caves, 
on the ground, in water, and in 
surprising places.

• Animals make nests from all 
kinds of materials, including 
grass, mud, rocks, and even 
bubbles.

• Different animals build very 
different kinds of nests that vary 
in both design and materials.

• Animals build nests to continue 
the survival of their species.

• A nest is a home for the bird or 
animal that makes it.

• The photos show different kinds 
of animals with their nests.

• The author includes lots of 
details about making nests.

• The author compares different 
kinds of nests.

• The author’s many examples 
of nests in the text and photos 
confi rms the title: Amazing Nests

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to choose a page from the text and show fl uent reading. 

Remind them to pay attention to punctuation.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the children’s reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Have children change words to add simple infl ectional 
endings (biggest, smallest, branches, surprising, amazing). Remind them that when 
adding –est to a word with a CVC pattern, they double the fi nal consonant. Point out 
that words ending in e drop the fi nal e when adding –ing. Remind them also that 
words ending in –ch add –es to make the plural. 

3 Lesson 6: Amazing NestsGrade 2
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Writing about Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Have children complete the Vocabulary questions on BLM 6.1.

Responding
Have children complete the vocabulary activities on page 11. Remind them to answer the 
Word Teaser on p. 12. (Answer: hang)

Reading Nonfi ction
Nonfiction Features: Photographs Remind children that nonfi ction has many features to 
help readers fi nd and understand important information. Photographs are one of these 
features.

Explain that photographs often add information that is not in the text. Have children look at 
the photo on page 10. Ask them what they can learn from this photo (that some birds may 
build nests on the tops of buildings).

Have children to choose two or three other photographs in the book and tell how the 
photos added information to what they had read. Ask them to write their own informative 
captions for the photographs.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6.

Assessment Prompts
• Which words on page 2 help the reader know the meaning of shaped?

• What does the word break mean in the last sentence on page 9?

4 Lesson 6: Amazing NestsGrade 2
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Read directions to children.

Target Vocabulary
Choose the Target Vocabulary word that best completes
each sentence.

 1. Some nests are shaped  like a 

cup or a ball.

 2. Some fi sh put their eggs inside bubbles so the

eggs don’t break .

 3. I wonder which animal digs the 

deepest  hole for its nest.

 4. Some fi sh make their nests in a 

pond . 

 5. Some birds use their beaks  to 

make nests out of grass.

 6. I saw a bird weave a nest of winding

grasses with its beak.

Use two Target Vocabulary words from the box to complete 
this sentence.

 7. Some birds’ nests hang  from 

branches  in trees.

beaks
branches
break
deepest
hang
pond
shaped
winding

Vocabulary

Name  Date 

Grade 2, Unit 2: Nature Watch3

Lesson 6
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  6 . 1

Target Vocabulary
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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First Pass

English Language Development
Reading Support Pair beginning and intermediate readers to read the text softly 
aloud, or use the audio or online text. 

Vocabulary Make sure children can name and identify all the kinds of animals in the 
book: hummingbird, eagle, penguin, swifl et, alligator, fi sh.

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What animal makes the 
smallest nest?

Speaker 2: a hummingbird

Speaker 1: What animal makes the 
biggest nest?

Speaker 2: an eagle

Speaker 1: Why do animals make nests?

Speaker 2: to keep their babies safe

Speaker 1: Which two animals in the 
book make nests on the ground?

Speaker 2: Adelie penguins and 
alligators

Speaker 1: What is different about 
the nest of an eagle and an 
Adelie penguin?

Speaker 2: The eagle’s nest is 
bigger. The eagle’s nest is high in 
a tree, and the penguin’s nest is 
on the ground. The eagle’s nest 
is made of branches, and the 
penguin’s nest is made of rocks.

5 Lesson 6: Amazing NestsGrade 2
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Name  Date 

Amazing Nests 
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one paragraph. 

The author titled this book Amazing Nests. Which two nests did you find the 
most amazing? How would you compare these two nests? Describe the 
materials, shape, and location of both nests and explain what amazes you 
about each one.

6 Lesson 6: Amazing NestsGrade 2
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Target Vocabulary
Choose the Target Vocabulary word that best completes
each sentence.

 1. Some nests are  like a 

cup or a ball.

 2. Some fi sh put their eggs inside bubbles so the

eggs don’t .

 3. I wonder which animal digs the 

 hole for its nest.

 4. Some fi sh make their nests in a 

. 

 5. Some birds use their  to 

make nests out of grass.

 6. I saw a bird weave a nest of 

grasses with its beak.

Use two Target Vocabulary words from the box to complete 
this sentence.

 7. Some birds’ nests  from 

 in trees.

beaks
branches
break
deepest
hang
pond
shaped
winding

Vocabulary

Name  Date 
Lesson 6

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  6 . 1

Amazing Nests
Target Vocabulary
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Student  Date 
Lesson 6

B L a c k L i n e  m a s t e r  6 . 2 3

Amazing Nests
Running Record Form

Amazing Nests • level i

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓ 
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

® 
cat

0

Omission — cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut 
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc 
cat 0

Insertion the 

ˆcat 1

Word told T 
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2 

 

3 

4 

5 

 

Most birds make nests. Some bird nests are shaped like a cup 

or a ball. Many other animals make nests, too. They all make 

nests to keep their babies safe.

Some nests are big, and some nests are small. A hummingbird 

makes the smallest nest of all. You could hold it in one hand.

Eagles make the biggest nests of all. An eagle’s nest can weigh 

as much as a car!

Some nests hang from high branches. Some nests sit on the 

ground. Adelie penguins use rocks to make their nests on the 

ground. 

Comments: Accuracy Rate  
(# words read 

correctly/94 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate  

(# errors + #  
Self-Corrections/  
Self-Correction)

1: 
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