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Ferdinand Saves the Day
by Ann M. Rossi

Fountas-Pinnell Level N
Humorous Fiction 
Selection Summary
Ferdinand, Isabella, and Henry are monarch butterfl ies trying to 
migrate south for the winter. A rainstorm drops them in a strange 
city, where they fi nd food at a zoo, but they don’t know which way is 
south. Ferdinand overhears a couple say they are driving to southern 
California. The butterfl ies slip into the van and head for San Diego.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Humorous Fiction

Text Structure • Third-person narrative
• Straightforward plot, with characters providing background information

Content • Monarch butterfl y characteristics and migration
Themes and Ideas • There is more than one way to reach a goal.

• Monarch butterfl ies migrate to survive, and face danger on their migration.
• A fi ctional story can have factual information.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Light humor
• Settings described from characters’ perspectives

Sentence Complexity • Simple, compound, and complex sentences 
• Some sentences longer than 15 words 
• Split dialogue, multiple speakers
• Items in a series: I see cars, roads, and buildings, but no fl owers.

Vocabulary • Butterfl y-related terms: monarchs, milkweed pod, migration, caterpillar, nectar 
• Context clues provided for some challenging words: instinct, crimson, fragrance

Words • Words with varied syllable patterns, such as habitat, suggested, pummeling, amazement
Illustrations • Illustrations support text.

• Illustration on page 3 shows earlier event.
Book and Print Features • Illustration above or below text on each of thirteen pages
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Expand Your Vocabulary

climate – the average weather 
conditions of a place, p. 2

habitat – the place where a plant 
or animal normally lives or 
grows, p. 3

migration – the act of migrating, 
p. 2 

nectar – a sweet liquid given off 
by plants and fl owers and used 
by bees in making honey, p. 3

 pummeling – beating, p. 6

Ferdinand Saves the Day by Ann M. Rossi

Build Background
Build interest by asking a question such as: What do you know about butterfl ies? 
Tell children that monarch butterfl ies are well known for their long-distance travel, or 
migration. They fl y from their birthplaces in the north to warm winter homes in southern 
regions. Read the title and author. Ask children to point out details on the cover that 
suggest this story is humorous fi ction.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so that they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 2: Tell children that this story is about three monarch butterfl ies that try to fl y 
south but end up having an adventure. 
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. The three butterfl ies are Ferdinand, Isabella, 
and Henry. Henry reminds his friends that it’s almost time to head to a warmer 
climate and begin their migration to southern California. Why do the butterfl ies 
need to begin their migration?

Page 3: Explain that Ferdinand doesn’t want to leave the habitat he has grown up 
in. A habitat is an animal’s homeland. Look at the picture of Ferdinand when he 
was much younger. Describe him and his habitat.

Pages 6–7: Have children look at the pictures on both pages. What has happened 
to the butterfl ies? Why might they have a problem now? 

Pages 8–9: Ferdinand is worried that they won’t be able to fi nd fl owers in a city. 
Butterfl ies need fl owers because they sip fl ower juice called nectar. Look at the 
picture on page 9. Have the butterfl ies been successful in their search for nectar? 
How can you tell?

Now turn back to the beginning of the story and read to fi nd out whether the three 
butterfl ies fi nd their way to southern California.
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Read
Have children read Ferdinand Saves the Day silently while you listen to individual children 
read. Support their problem solving and fl uency as needed. 

Remind children to use the Summarize Strategy  and to stop while 
reading to tell themselves the important events.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the story. 
Suggested language: What things in this story could never happen in real life? How do 
you know that?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Ferdinand, Isabella, and Henry 
are monarch butterfl ies who 
must migrate south or they will 
freeze to death.

• They land in a city during a 
rainstorm, fi nd food at a zoo, but 
don’t know which way is south.

• Ferdinand hears that a couple 
is driving to San Diego, so the 
butterfl ies go with them.

• The butterfl ies act like real 
butterfl ies in some ways and like 
people in others

• You could read a fact book about 
monarch butterfl ies to see what 
details in the story could be true.

• Migrating butterfl ies face many 
dangers and problems.

• The ending is a funny surprise.

• Descriptive words help you 
picture the settings.

• The author has worked science 
facts into the story so the 
story is both entertaining and 
informative.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to read aloud pages 8 and 9. Remind them to pay attention to 

quotation marks and other punctuation so that they can sound like the characters on 
page 8, and to group words together naturally to read the descriptions on page 9.

• Comprehension  Based on your observations of the children’s reading and 
discussion, revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind 
children to go back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work  Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind children that compound words are made from two 
smaller words. Guide them in taking apart the two words and the endings in each 
of these compound words from the story: butterfl ies, skyscraper, loudspeakers, 
sunglasses. 
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have children complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 4.9.

Responding
Have children complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Cause and Effect 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Tell children that when they think about causes and 

effects, they think about what happens and why it happens. Model the skill, using a “Think 
Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

Many things in this story cause other things to happen. The weather is 
turning cold. This is a cause. The effect is that the three butterfl ies try to 
head south. A rainstorm forces the butterfl ies to land in a strange place. 
This is another cause. The effect is that the butterfl ies get lost. Then 
Ferdinand feels weak. This is also a cause. The effect is that the three 
friends look for fl owers and end up at a zoo. 

Practice the Skill
Have children write a sentence describing a cause and an effect that happens once the 
butterfl ies are at the zoo. 

Writing Prompt: Thinking About the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think about the text, they pay special attention to the words, genre, literary and print 
features, and how the story is organized.

Assessment Prompts
• In the second paragraph on page 6, which words help readers know the meaning of 

pummeling?

• Why doesn’t Ferdinand want to migrate at fi rst? 
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Read directions to children.

Think About It 
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Why do butterflies migrate in the fall?  

  

 2. Why doesn’t Ferdinand want to move? 

  

  

  

 3. Do you think riding in the van was a good solution to 

the butterflies’ problem?  Explain your answer. 

  

  

  

Making Connections Think about the characters in Ferdinand 
Saves the Day and Diary of a Spider.  How are they alike? 
How are they different?  How could you compare them to real 
creatures you have seen? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 

Grade 2, Unit 1: Neighborhood Visit
 

 Lesson 4
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Ferdinand Saves the Day
Think About It

Think About It

English Language Development
Reading Support Provide more support for children by clarifying scientifi c 
vocabulary, such as milkweed pod (p. 2), eggshell (p. 3), and caterpillar ( p. 3).

Vocabulary Encourage children to use related words in oral sentences, such as these 
three examples from page 4: shuddered, bitterly cold, freeze.

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
 English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Who are Ferdinand, Isabella, 
and Henry?

Speaker 2: monarch butterfl ies

Speaker 1: Do they fl y north or south?

Speaker 2: They fl y south.

Speaker 1: Why are they in a van?

Speaker 2: The van is going south.

Speaker 1: What is the butterfl ies’ main 
problem?

Speaker 2: They are lost and don’t know 
how to fl y south.

Speaker 1: How do they solve their 
problem

Speaker 2: They ride in a van that is 
going south.

Speaker 1: Why do the butterfl ies 
get in the van at the end?

Speaker 2: They are lost in a city 
and must fl y south, but they 
don’t know the way. Ferdinand 
hears that a couple is driving 
south to San Diego. The 
butterfl ies get in the back seat so 
that they will drive south too.
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Name  Date 

Ferdinand Saves the Day
Thinking About the Text

Write a paragraph to answer the following questions.

This story is make-believe, but there are many facts about butterflies in the 
story. What are some facts the author put in this story? What did the author 
have to imagine as she wrote the story? Use examples from the story to 
support your ideas. 
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Think About It 
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Why do butterfl ies migrate in the fall? 

 2. Why doesn’t Ferdinand want to move? 

 3. Do you think riding in the van was a good solution to 

the butterfl ies’ problem? Explain your answer. 

Making Connections Think about the characters in Ferdinand 
Saves the Day and Diary of a Spider. How are they alike? 
How are they different? How could you compare them to real 
creatures you have seen? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 
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Ferdinand Saves the Day
Think About It
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Student  Date 
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Ferdinand Saves the Day • LEVEL N Ferdinand Saves the Day
Running Record Form

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

Ferdinand sat on a milkweed pod and 

flapped his wings slowly in the morning sun. 

It took longer than usual for him to warm up. 

“The sun is rising later each day. There’s 

a nip in the air. Fall is definitely here,” said 

Isabella, stretching her wings up and out. 

“It’s almost time to head to a warmer climate 

and begin our great migration to southern 

California,” Henry added.

Ferdinand sighed. “I don’t want to move! I 

just want to stay here in the meadow where I 

was born. This is my habitat. It has everything 

that I need.”

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/99 × 100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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