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Fall Harvest
by Eugene Schneeberg

Fountas-Pinnell Level I
Nonfiction
Selection Summary
During the fall season, many things happen on a farm. Crops are 
harvested and animals prepare for winter.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Nonfi ction

Text Structure • Focused on a single topic
Content • Fall season 

• Farm setting
Themes and Ideas • Fall is harvest time.

• Animals prepare for winter.
Language and 

Literary Features
• Clear language with conversational tone
• Writer talks directly to the reader. (Then you can buy the corn and eat it.)
• Except for fi rst page, same patterned sentence begins each page. (Look at the…)
• Use of fi gurative language (Some [pumpkins] are round like a ball.)

Sentence Complexity • Primarily simple sentences
• Some sentences with prepositional phrases (You can pick the apples from the trees.)

Vocabulary • Harvest is a key vocabulary word.
• The word fall used both as a noun (It’s the fall.) and as a verb (You don’t want to fall.)
• Hyphenated word: jack-o-lantern

Words • Mostly one- to two-syllable words
• Plurals (vegetables, fruits, fi elds, apples)

Illustrations • Color photos
• Inset photos provide close-up details

Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text, photos on every page 
• Three to fi ve lines of print per page
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Target Vocabulary

busy — working hard on 
something, p. 2

chipmunks — animals that look 
like small squirrels, p. 7

grew — became bigger, p. 9

picked — broke fruit or 
vegetables off the plant, p. 2

south — the direction to the right 
of where the sun comes up, 
p. 6

tops — the highest parts of 
things, p. 5

turned — changed from one 
thing to another, p. 10

woods — an area where many 
trees grow, p. 7

Fall Harvest by Eugene Schneeberg

Build Background
Help children think about things that happen in the fall. Build interest by asking a question 
such as the following: What do you think happens on a farm in the fall? Read the title and 
author and talk about the cover photo.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Give special attention to 
target vocabulary. Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that this book tells what happens on a farm at harvest time in the fall. 
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. This page introduces the topic of the book—
the fall harvest. The harvest is the time when vegetables and fruits are picked. 
Show me how apples might be picked off a tree. How does the fall harvest keep 
farmers busy? 

Page 3: Call attention to the photo and the inset photo. The large photo shows a 
fi eld of corn. The smaller photo shows one corn plant close-up. Why do you think 
the author included the smaller picture on the page?

Page 5: Turn to page 5. Look at the ladder. You can use it to get to the tops of the 
trees. Why do you need a ladder to pick apples?

Page 7: Point out the chipmunk in the photo. What do you think the chipmunk is 
doing? Chipmunks gather food in the fall for the winter.

Page 10: Draw attention to the photo. This pumpkin has been cut up and turned 
into a jack-o-lantern. Have you ever turned a pumpkin into a jack-o-lantern? How 
did you do that? 

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to fi nd out what happens 
during the fall harvest on the farm.
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Read
As children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem-solving ability.

Remind children to use the Analyze/Evaluate Strategy  to tell how they 
feel about the text, and why. 

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the book. 
Suggested language: Would you like to visit a farm in the fall? What would you like 
to see there?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Farmers are busy during the fall 
harvest.

• Corn, apples, and pumpkins are 
picked on farms.

• Birds fl y south and chipmunks 
gather food.

• Pumpkins can be turned into 
jack-o-lanterns.

• Fall is the time for the harvest.

• In the fall, animals get ready for 
winter. 

• The cycle of the seasons plays 
an integral role in farm life. 

• Photos provide information and 
inset photos provide more detail.

• The author uses fi gurative 
language, making a comparison 
between a pumpkin and a round 
ball.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to choose a page from the text to read aloud. Remind them to 

read at a good pace, but not so fast that they lose track of grouping words together in 
a way that makes sense.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the children’s reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind children that in some words a vowel sound is spelled 
by two letters. For example, in the word too on page 2, the letters oo spell the /ōō/ 
sound. Point out that the letters oo can also spell the /ŏŏ/ sound, as in look on page 3. 
Use the words woods and food to review the different vowel sounds spelled by the 
letters oo.
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Writing about Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Have children complete the Vocabulary questions on BLM 3.1.

Responding
Have children complete the vocabulary activities on page 11. Remind them to answer the 
Word Teaser on page 12. (Answer: tops)

Reading Nonfi ction
Nonfiction Features: Photos and Inset Photos Remind children that nonfi ction has many 
features to help readers understand important information. Photos and inset photos are 
two of these features. Point out that photos often show what is being explained in the text. 
Photos help the reader see what the author is writing about.

Inset photos are smaller photos that are placed “on top” of a larger photo. An inset photo 
often shows a close-up detail from the larger photo. Have children compare the large 
photo and the inset photo on page 3. Ask them what detail the inset photo shows. Use a 
similar approach to discuss the inset photo on page 4. Then have children choose another 
large photo from the book. Have them think of a close-up detail from the large photo 
that could be shown in an inset photo. Ask them to draw a picture of the inset photo and 
explain what detail it shows.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6.

Assessment Prompts
• On page 2, what does the word busy mean?

• Where can chipmunks look for nuts?
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Read directions to children.

Target Vocabulary 
Read the selection.  Then fill in each blank with a 
Target Vocabulary word from the box.

Vocabulary

Name  Date 

Grade 2, Unit 1: Neighborhood Visit
 

Lesson 3
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  3 . 1

Fall Harvest
Target Vocabulary

Target Vocabulary

English Language Development
Reading Support In Introduce the Text (p.2) include as much practice as needed to 
help children become familiar with the language structures of the book.

Idioms Help children understand that some expressions do not literally mean what they 
say. Explain that on page 10, the words turned it into mean that someone made one thing 
(a pumpkin) into another thing (a jack-o-lantern).

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What season does the book 
tell about?

Speaker 2: fall

Speaker 1: What place does the book 
tell about?

Speaker 2: a farm

Speaker 1: What grows on the farm?

Speaker 2: Corn, apples, and pumpkins 
grow on the farm.

Speaker 1: Why do the birds fl y south in 
the fall?

Speaker 2: They are looking for warm 
weather.

Speaker 1: What happens during 
the fall harvest?

Speaker 2: Vegetables and fruits 
are picked.

Speaker 1: What is one thing 
people can do with a pumpkin?

Speaker 2: They can turn it into a 
jack-o-lantern.
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Name  Date 

Fall Harvest
Thinking Beyond the Text

Read the paragraph below. Then write your letter. 

Imagine that your class visited a farm during the fall harvest. What was 
happening there? Write a letter to a friend. Tell about your class trip and 
what you learned about the fall harvest on a farm. Use details from the book 
in your letter. 
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Target Vocabulary 
Read the selection. Then fill in each blank with a 
Target Vocabulary word from the box.

Our class went for a walk in the 

 to see what the trees looked 

like in autumn. Our teacher  a 

leaf up off the ground. He explained that some of the 

leaves had  from green to yellow 

during the cold autumn nights. We wondered why 

there weren’t any birds up in the  

of the trees. Our teacher said many birds had flown 

 to find warmer weather. We saw 

lots of  though. These little animals 

looked for the nuts that  on the 

trees. They were very  finding nuts 

for the long winter.

busy

chipmunks

grew

picked

south

tops

turned

woods

Vocabulary

Name  Date 
Lesson 3

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  3 . 1

Fall Harvest
Target Vocabulary
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14
13
76
4

Student  Date 
Lesson 3

B L a c k L i n e  m a s t e r  3 . 2 3

Fall Harvest
Running Record Form

Fall Harvest • level i

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓ 
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

® 
cat

0

Omission — cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut 
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc 
cat 0

Insertion the 

ˆcat 1

Word told T 
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2 

3 

4 

5 

It is a busy time on a farm. Some vegetables can be picked. 

Some fruits can be picked, too. It’s the fall harvest.

Look at the fields. They have rows and rows of corn. Farmers 

have to pick the corn. Then you can buy the corn and eat it.

Look at the apple trees. You can pick the apples from the trees. 

It’s fun to eat them, too!

Look at the ladder. You can use it to get to the tops of the 

trees. But be careful! You don’t want to fall!

Comments: Accuracy Rate  
(# words read 

correctly/92 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate  

(# errors + #  
Self-Corrections/  
Self-Correction)

1: 
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