
Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Realistic fi ction

Text Structure • Third-person narrative
• Series of events related to one topic

Content • Mexican festival
• Information about Mexico

Themes and Ideas • Cultural traditions should be shared and celebrated.
• Sharing new experiences with friends is rewarding.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Some patterned language: ___ must be the best part of the festival. ___ is great, but it’s 
not the best part.

• Repeated sentence: Just wait!
Sentence Complexity • All dialogue assigned, most of it split: “This isn’t even the best part,” said Alma. “Just 

wait!”
• Multiple items in series: It was a big party with lots of people, food, and music. 

Vocabulary • Character names: Nora, Alma
• Country and related adjective: Mexico, Mexican
• Food and related adjective: taco, salsa, spicy

Words • One- and two-syllable words with a few three-syllable words: Mexican, festival, family
Illustrations • Colorful, detailed illustrations add information beyond the text.

Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text, illustrations on every page
• Punctuation: period, comma, quotation marks, exclamation point, question mark, ellipsis
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A Mexican Festival
by Rita Cruz

Fountas-Pinnell Level J
Realistic Fiction
Selection Summary
Nora goes to a Mexican festival with Alma and her family. Each time 
Nora thinks she has seen the best part of the festival, Alma tells her, 
“Just wait!”
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festival  music

Learn More Words

A Mexican Festival  by Rita Cruz 

Build Background
Explain that a festival is a big party that has lots of people, food, and music. Invite children 
to share any experiences they have had at festivals. Read the title and author and talk 
about the cover illustration. Build interest by asking a question such as the following: What 
do you think these girls might do at a festival? 

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas, and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary. Here are some suggestions:

Pages 2–3: Explain that this story tells about two friends and the things they see 
and do at a Mexican festival. 
Suggested language: Turn to pages 2 and 3. This picture shows Nora and Alma 
and Alma’s father and mother. Point to the word festival. What can you learn about 
a Mexican festival from the picture on these pages?

Page 4: Explain that Nora has never tried Mexican food before. Ask children why 
they think it is important to try new things. Nora, Alma, and Alma’s mother and 
father eat tacos with spicy salsa. How does the salsa taste if it is spicy?

Pages 6–7: Have children point to the word music. How is the band making 
music? Can you name any of the instruments they are playing?

Now go back to the beginning and read to fi nd out what happens at the Mexican 
festival.

2 Lesson 2: A Mexican FestivalGrade 1
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Read
As children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem solving ability.

Respond to the Text
Personal Response
Ask children to share their personal responses to the story. Begin by asking what they 
liked best about the story, or what they found interesting. 
Suggested language: Which part of a Mexican festival would you like to see? Tell why.

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, make sure children understand these teaching points: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Nora goes with Alma and her 
family to a Mexican festival.

• At the festival, they eat tacos and 
salsa, listen to music, and watch 
dancers.

• The girls think the best part of 
the festival is having a chance to 
dance together.

• Learning about others’ cultural 
traditions is interesting and fun.

• It’s important to have new 
experiences and try new things.

• Even though this is a fi ction 
story, the author includes 
information to help readers learn 
about Mexican culture.

• The illustrations include details 
authentic to Mexican culture, 
such as the Mexican fl ag and 
traditional costumes.
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Choices for Support
Fluency
Have children choose a favorite part of the story to read aloud. Remind them to read 
smoothly, pausing briefl y for commas and a little longer at the end of sentences.

Phonics and Word Work
Provide practice as needed with words and sounds, using one of the following activities:

• Contractions Write these contractions from the story on the board: isn’t, let’s, it’s, 
they’re, you’ll, you’re. Ask children to read each contraction and write the two words 
that make the contraction.

• Add the Ending Materials: whiteboard, markers. Write these base words from 
the story: wave, wear, play, sing, clap, dance. Have children read the words. Then 
ask them to add the ending -ing to each word and write the new word on their 
whiteboards. Point out that some of the base words need spelling changes before the 
ending is added. Call on children to read the new words.
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Writing About Reading
Critical Thinking
Read the directions for children on BLM 2.8 and guide them in answering the questions.

Responding
Read aloud the questions at the back of the book and help children complete the activities.

Target Comprehension Skill
Understanding Characters 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Tell children that thinking about what a 

character does in a story can help readers understand what the character is like. Model 
how to think about what Nora is like.

Think Aloud

Nora says that she has never tried Mexican food before. She eats a taco 
with spicy salsa. From what Nora says and does, I can tell that she likes 
to try new things. This helps me understand more about her.

Practice the Skill
Have children think of other characters they have read about. Ask them to tell what they 
learned about the characters through their words and actions.

Writing Prompt
Read aloud the following prompt. Have children write their response, using the writing 
prompt on page 6. 

In the story, the author includes facts about Mexican traditions. Do you think that makes 
the story more interesting? Why or why not? Write a paragraph. Use details from the 
story to support what you say. 

4 Lesson 2: A Mexican FestivalGrade 1
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Read directions to children.

Think About It
Listen to the ideas about the book. Write the 

word that completes each sentence.

 1. Nora thought the best part of the festival was

dancing .

 music dancing food

 2. The festival was a big party .

 dinner party band

Making Connections Draw a picture of the 

best part of the festival. Label your picture.

10 Grade 1, Unit 1: Around the Neighborhood

Name 

Think About It
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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First Pass

English Language Learners
Front-Load Vocabulary Help children understand the meaning of the words taco 
and salsa. Use the illustrations on pages 4 and 5 to provide support or use photos that 
show the actual items of food.

Oral Language Development
Check the children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/ Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: Point to Nora.

Speaker 2: [Points to Nora.]

Speaker 1: Point to Alma.

Speaker 2: [Points to Alma.]

Speaker 1: Where do Nora and Alma 
go?

Speaker 2: to a Mexican festival

Speaker 1: What are the colors of 
Mexico?

Speaker 2: The colors are red, green, 
and white.

Speaker 1: What food do Nora and Alma 
eat?

Speaker 2: They eat tacos and salsa.

Speaker 1: What do Nora and Alma think 
is the best part of the festival?

Speaker 2: They think dancing together 
is the best part.

Speaker 1: What is a festival?

Speaker 2: It is a big party with 
lots of people, food, and music.

Speaker 1: Name something that 
Nora and Alma do at the festival.

Speaker 2: Possible answers: eat 
tacos and salsa, listen to music, 
watch dancers, dance together
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Name  Date 

A Mexican Festival
In the story, the author includes facts about 
Mexican traditions. Do you think that makes the story 
more interesting? Why or why not? Write a paragraph. 
Use details from the story to support what you say. 
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Think About It
Listen to the ideas about the book. Write the 

word that completes each sentence.

 1. Nora thought the best part of the festival was

  .

 music dancing food

 2. The festival was a big .

 dinner party band

Making Connections Draw a picture of the 

best part of the festival. Label your picture.

Name 
 Lesson 2

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 . 8

A Mexican Festival
Think About It
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A Mexican Festival • LEVEL J
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Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

6

7

“This festival has great music,” 

said Alma’s father. “Let’s go listen 

to the band.”

He led the way to the stage. 

Nora saw men wearing big hats.

They were playing instruments 

and singing.

“I like this music,” Nora said. 

“It sounds happy. The music must 

be the best part of the festival!”

“The music is great, but it’s 

not the best part of the festival,”

said Alma. “Just wait!”

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/69 × 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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