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Selection Summary
The Supreme Court is in the judicial branch of government and is 
the most important court in the United States. The nine justices hear 
cases about laws and vote to decide whether a law is fair. In one 
important case, they decided that separate schools for black and 
white students were not permitted by the Constitution.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Nonfi ction

Text Structure • Paragraphs with main ideas and supporting details
• Section headings in the form of questions

Content • The role of the United States Supreme Court
• How the justices work together

Themes and Ideas • The Supreme Court protects Americans from unfair laws.
• The justices look to the Constitution to decide if laws are fair.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Conversational tone: Let’s say you think that you should be able to go to any school you 
want.

Sentence Complexity • Variety in sentence length and complexity
• Example of challenging sentence: The people who formed our government were 

convinced that the power to make decisions should not belong to just one person.
Vocabulary • Many justice-related terms: court, argue, law, judicial branch, guilty, legal, justices, 

judges, lawyer, trial, jury, witnesses, stand, case, decision, hears, Constitution, illegal, 
rights

Words • Mostly one- and two-syllable words, some longer, with varied spelling patterns
Illustrations • Color photographs

Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text, photos with sentence captions on all pages
• First and last section headings: Introduction, Conclusion
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Target Vocabulary

convinced — certain of 
something, p. 4

guilty — deserving of blame, p. 5
honest — fair and equal, p. 5

jury — the group of people who 
make the decision in a trial, 
p. 7

murmur — the sound of people 
speaking very softly, p. 8

pointed — showed where 
something was, p. 10

stand — the place where a 
witness in a trial sits while 
being questioned, p. 7

trial — a meeting in court to 
decide if someone has broken 
the law, p. 7

The Supreme Court by Lisa Scorza

Build Background
Help students understand that lawmakers pass laws, but sometimes people think those 
laws are unfair. Build interest by asking a question such as the following: If a law seems 
unfair, what can Americans do about it? Read the title and author. Point out that the word 
supreme means “highest.” Have students tell what they notice about the cover.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and nonfi ction features. Help with 
unfamiliar language so that they can read the text successfully. Give special attention to 
target vocabulary. Here are some suggestions:

Pages 2–3: Tell students that this book gives information about the most important 
court in the United States. It is called the Supreme Court. 
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. The caption tells us that when people 
disagree about a law, they may take their argument to a court. But the court in this 
photo is very different from the Supreme Court. Look at the photo on page 3. This 
is the building in Washington, D.C, where the Supreme Court meets. What can you 
tell about this building from the photo? 

Page 4: Have students read the heading and tell what they will learn in this section. 
The people who formed our government were convinced that a king or other ruler 
would be a bad idea. Why do you think they were convinced that the power to 
make rules should not belong to one person? 

Page 5: Point out that the Supreme Court’s job is not to decide who is guilty of a 
crime, but to make sure laws are honest for everyone. Why should laws be fair 
and equal?

Pages 6–7: Draw attention to the photos and the captions. There are nine justices, 
or judges, and they meet in the room shown in the picture. There, lawyers from 
each side of a case make speeches. There is no trial or jury. 

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to fi nd out how the Supreme 
Court works.

2 Lesson 2: The Supreme CourtGrade 3
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

3_307664_BL_VRTG_L02_TheSupremeCourt.indd   2 1/8/10   1:31:01 AM



Read
Have students read The Supreme Court silently while you listen to individual students 
read. Support their problem solving and fl uency as needed.

Remind students to use the Infer/Predict Strategy  to think about what 
they will learn next.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the book.
Suggested language: What is an interesting question to ask about the Supreme Court?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• The Supreme Court is the most 
important court in the United 
States.

• The nine justices hear cases 
about laws that might not be fair 
and legal.

• The decisions of the Supreme 
Court are fi nal.

• The Supreme Court can make 
sure that lawmakers don’t pass 
laws that are unfair or illegal.

• The justices of the Supreme 
Court must listen to both sides 
in the case and think about what 
the Constitution says about the 
issue.

• The checks and balances 
inherent in the three government 
branches play a essential role 
in making the U.S. government 
work.

• Each section answers the 
question in that section heading.

• The captions give more 
information about the photos.

• The author’s attitude is that the 
Supreme Court has a unique role 
to play in the U.S. government.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind 

them to stress the proper words in a sentence to convey meaning.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Use the words unfair (p. 2) and illegal (p. 10) to point out the 
negative prefi xes un- and il-. Have students add the prefi x un- to equal to make a word 
that means “not equal.” Have them add the prefi x il- to logical to make a word that 
means “not logical.”

3 Lesson 2: The Supreme CourtGrade 3
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Writing about Reading
Vocabulary Practice
Have students complete the Vocabulary questions on BLM 2.1.

Responding
Have students complete the vocabulary activities on page 11. Remind them to answer the 
Word Teaser on page 12. (Answer: murmur)

Reading Nonfi ction
Nonfiction Features: Introduction and Conclusion Remind students that nonfi ction has 
many features to help readers fi nd and understand important information. An introduction 
and a conclusion are two of those features.

Explain that the heading Introduction is a signal that the text in that section will introduce 
the information that will be in the book. Reading an introduction helps readers get ready 
for the information and start thinking about it. Have students fi nd the heading Introduction 
in the book and reread the three paragraphs. Ask them to write one sentence from 
the Introduction that gives the most important idea. (The Supreme Court is the most 
important court in the land.)

Explain that the heading Conclusion signals text that will sum up what is in the book or 
point out an important idea. Have students fi nd the heading Conclusion and reread the 
section. Ask them to write one sentence that tells the important idea. (The Supreme Court 
has the job of making sure our laws are fair to everyone.)

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6.

Assessment Prompts
• On page 7, fi nd the word that means “a meeting in court.”

• Find the sentence on page 5 that has words to describe good laws.

• What is the paragraph on page 8 mainly about?

4 Lesson 2: The Supreme CourtGrade 3
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Read directions to students.

Target Vocabulary
Write a Target Vocabulary word in each blank to complete 
the passage.

convinced

trial

jury

guilty

pointed

honest

murmur

stand

Vocabulary

Review of “Trial and Error”

I have to be honest  with you: 

This new courtroom TV show is great!

One episode opened on a trial . 

A man named Rollo was on the witness 

stand , accused of bank robbery.

“I didn’t do it,” Rollo insisted.  “HE did it!” Rollo 

pointed  to a man sitting nearby. 

The jury  members began to 

murmur  quietly.

Finally, a lawyer convinced  

everyone that Rollo was guilty .

Each story is different, and I look forward to watching 

more episodes of “Trial and Error.”

The Supreme Court
Target Vocabulary

Name  Date 

Grade 3, Unit 1: Good Citizens3Target Vocabulary
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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English Language Development
Reading Support Make sure the text matches the student’s reading level. Language 
and content should be accessible with regular teaching support.

Cultural Support Explain that the United States Constitution is a document that lays 
out the plan for our government and is considered the law of the land.

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What is the most important 
court in the U.S.?

Speaker 2: the Supreme Court

Speaker 1: Does the Supreme Court 
make laws or explain laws?

Speaker 2: explains laws

Speaker 1: What does “equal justice” 
mean?

Speaker 2: fair laws for everyone

Speaker 1: What did the Supreme Court 
decide about separate schools for black 
and white children?

Speaker 2: It said that separate schools 
were against the law.

Speaker 1: What is the judicial 
branch of government?

Speaker 2: It is made of the 
nation’s courts, including the 
Supreme Court.

Speaker 1: What is the job of the 
Supreme Court?

Speaker 2: to protect rights by 
deciding if laws are fair or unfair

5 Lesson 2: The Supreme CourtGrade 3
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Name  Date 

The Supreme Court
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the questions below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs. 

The photo and caption on page 5 have the words: Equal Justice Under Law. 
What does that mean? What role does the Supreme Court play in making 
sure that there is equal justice in the United States? Use details from the 
book in your answer.

6 Lesson 2: The Supreme CourtGrade 3
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Target Vocabulary
Write a Target Vocabulary word in each blank to complete 
the passage.

convinced

trial

jury

guilty

pointed

honest

murmur

stand

Vocabulary

Review of “Trial and Error”

I have to be  with you: 

This new courtroom TV show is great!

One episode opened on a . 

A man named Rollo was on the witness 

, accused of bank robbery.

“I didn’t do it,” Rollo insisted. “HE did it!” Rollo 

 to a man sitting nearby. 

The  members began to 

 quietly.

Finally, a lawyer  

everyone that Rollo was .

Each story is different, and I look forward to watching 

more episodes of “Trial and Error.”

The Supreme Court
Target Vocabulary

Name  Date 

Lesson 2
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 . 1
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14
14
17
4

Student  Date 
Lesson 2

B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 . 2 3

The Supreme Court
Running Record Form

The Supreme Court • LEVEL M

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

4

Sometimes people think laws are unfair. Let’s say you 

think that you should be able to go to any school you want. But 

the law says you can’t. What do you do?

You go to court. In court, the two sides argue about how a 

law should work. The court decides which side is right.

When other courts can’t answer questions about a law, the 

Supreme Court may get involved. The Supreme Court is the 

most important court in the land.

The people who formed our government were convinced 

that the power to make decisions should not belong to just one 

person.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/102 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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