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Ms. F Goes Back to School
by Blaise Terrapin 

Fountas-Pinnell Level O
Humorous Fiction
Selection Summary
Ms. F, a principal, takes evening classes at a local college, and shares 
what she learns with the students at her school. Every month she 
teaches the students something new, from yoga to ancient Greek. The 
students get tired of it all, but when they discover Ms. F is leaving 
her job to become a full time student, their true feelings emerge. The 
students decide to carry on with learning adventures on their own.

Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Humorous fi ction

Text Structure • First person narrative
• Organized chronologically
• Problem introduced near the beginning of the book

Content • Learning new things outside the normal curriculum at school
Themes and Ideas • People can learn at any age.

• It can be fun to learn unusual subjects.
• Change in routines can be uncomfortable at fi rst, but more easily accepted after time.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Conversational language
• Language introduces humorous images: Togas look really silly when you’re playing soccer.

Sentence Complexity • Some longer, more complex sentences: You needed a note from a doctor saying you were 
allergic to frosting to get out of it.

• Questions and exclamations in dialogue: “Marvelous! Marvelous!” exclaimed Ms. F.
• Titles embedded in sentences: It read: My Body is a Pretzel! Month.

Vocabulary • Words relating to school activities: fractions, rhyme 
• Words relating to unusual studies, defi ned within the text or in illustrations: yoga, 

origami, togas
Words • Some challenging multisyllable words: auditorium, inspiration, encourage

Illustrations • Humorous illustrations show unusual learning adventures.
• Illustrations support some challenging words: yoga, togas.

Book and Print Features • Thirteen pages of text; illustrations on some pages
• Dialogue is assigned, split.
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Ms. F Goes Back to School by Blaise Terrapin

Build Background
Help students think about what it would be like to study a new and surprising subject 
every month. Build interest by asking questions such as the following: What would it be 
like to learn a new, unusual subject every month in school? Read the title and author. Ask 
students to point out details on the cover that suggest this story is humorous fi ction. 

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 3: Explain that this is a story about a principal, Ms. F, who is going back to 
school and wants to share everything she learns with her students.
Suggested language: Turn to page 3. Let’s read the fi rst sentence: “In fact,” said 
Ms. Fitzpatrick, “I’m so inspired that I’ve decided to go back to school myself.” Ms. 
F tells students she’ll be taking evening classes at a community college and will 
share what she learns with them. Why might the kids be worried? 

Page 4: Look at the picture. The fi rst subject Ms. F shares with students is yoga. 
What can you learn about yoga from looking at the picture?

Page 5: Point out the highlighted word: passion. Ms. F is certainly excited about 
learning. After studying yoga, she introduces the next learning challenge with a big 
orange banner that reads: A Passion for Pumpkins! Month. How do you feel about 
pumpkins if you have a passion for them?

Page 9: Look at this picture. The students are making small animals out of folding 
paper. This kind of art is from Japan; it is called origami. How do the students feel 
about this project? How can you tell?

Now turn back to the beginning of the story and read to fi nd out what happens at 
Ms. F’s school.

chaos – complete confusion, p. 3
clamor – a noisy shouting, p. 5
curriculum – all the courses 

of study offered by a school, 
p. 12

guaranteed – promised, p. 8
inspired – encouraged to greater 

activity, p. 3

origami – the Japanese art of 
folding paper into shapes, p. 9 

passion – strong feeling, p. 5

Expand Your Vocabulary

2 Lesson 1: Ms. F Goes Back to SchoolGrade 3
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Read
Have students read Ms. F Goes Back to School silently while you listen to individual 
students read. Support their problem solving and fl uency as needed.

Remind students to use the Summarize Strategy  and to tell important 
parts of the text in their own words.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the story.
Suggested language: Which of the subjects Ms. F introduced would you enjoy studying? 
Why?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Ms. F, a principal, takes evening 
classes and shares what she learns 
with her students.

• Each month the school takes on a 
new learning challenge.

• The students worry about what will 
come next.

• Ms. F decides to go to school full 
time. 

• The students decide to continue the 
learning adventures on their own.

• People can be life-long learners.

• People don’t always know how 
special something is until they 
lose it.

• Some people have a passion for 
learning and love to share what 
they discover.

• The dialogue in the story sounds 
realistic.

• The language is exaggerated, 
which adds humor to the story.

• The ending is a surprise because 
the students have been so 
negative about the learning 
adventures.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

CHOICES FOR FURTHER SUPPORT
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind 

them to vary their voices to sound like the students or Ms. F.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Tell students that many words in the story are made up 
of two words, separated with a hyphen. Remind them that the meaning of these 
hyphenated words is usually clear from the component parts. Have students make a 
list of hyphenated words in the story, such as principal-less (page 3), full-time (page 
4), early-morning (page 4), year-round (page 5), school-wide (page 8), funny-looking 
(page 9), and after-school (page 14).
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 1.9.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Story Structure 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that they can learn about characters by 

looking at what they say and do. Model the skill, using this “Think Aloud”:

Think Aloud

I can learn about the students and how they feel through their dialogue 
and their actions. For example, look at these lines from page 10: “I don’t 
even want to think about what’s coming next,” Lola said. “Maybe we’ll 
do mime.” I put my hands over my face. This scene shows us that the 
students aren’t very excited about Ms. F’s learning adventures.

Practice the Skill
Have students write three sentences about something they learned about Ms. F from her 
words or actions.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use what they know and their own experience to think about 
what happens in the story.

Assessment Prompts
• Find a sentence on page 11 that shows that Ms. F has a sense of humor.

• Tell one word that best describes Ms. F.

• Complete this sentence in your own words: At the end of the story, the reader can 
probably tell that the students

________________________________________________________________.
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English Language Development
Reading Support Check regularly on students’ oral reading to determine accuracy, 
fl uency, and comprehension.

Cultural Support Help students understand about April Fool’s Day and why Ms. F 
fools everyone when she tells them that the month of April will be Skydiving Month.

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher; Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What is the name of the 
teacher in this story?

Speaker 2: Ms. Fitzpatrick or Ms. F.

Speaker 1: What do the students study 
fi rst?

Speaker 2: yoga

Speaker 1: What do the students wear 
when they study ancient Greek?

Speaker 2: togas

Speaker 1: In March, when the students 
study origami, what do they do?

Speaker 2: They fold paper.

Speaker 1: How do students feel about 
pumpkins after studying about them for 
a month?

Speaker 2: They hate them. 

Speaker 1: Why does Ms. F tell 
the students that April is going to 
be Skydiving Month?

Speaker 2: It is an April Fool’s 
joke. 

Speaker 1: Why does Ms. F decide 
to leave the school?

Speaker 2: She wants to go back 
to college.

Read directions to students.

Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text Why did Ms. Fitzpatrick decide to 

go back to school?

She was inspired by her students.

 2. Think within the text How did Ms. F plan to share her 

experience with the school?

She would have the students learn along with her.

 3. Think about the text Who are the main characters in 

the story?

Possible response: The main characters are the narrator of the story, her best

friend Lola, and the principal Ms. Fitzpatrick.

 4. Think beyond the text What main lesson did the 

students learn from their months of study with Ms. F?

Possible response: They discovered that learning a lot of new things can be fun.

Making Connections Think about a time when you had to learn 
about a subject that you did not think you would like.  Describe your 
experience.  How did you feel at the end?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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Ms. F Goes Back to School
Thinking Beyond the Text

Write a paragraph answering the following questions:

The students at Ms. F’s school aren’t very excited about the new learning 
adventures each month. However, by the end of the story they are sorry to 
return to their normal subjects. Why do you think they don’t like the learning 
adventures at first? Why do you think they change their minds? Use details 
from the book in your answer.

Name  Date 

6 Lesson 1: Ms. F Goes Back to SchoolGrade 3
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text Why did Ms. Fitzpatrick decide to 

go back to school?

  

  

 2. Think within the text How did Ms. F plan to share her 

experience with the school?

  

  

 3. Think about the text Who are the main characters in 

the story?

  

  

 4. Think beyond the text What main lesson did the 

students learn from their months of study with Ms. F?

  

  

Making Connections Think about a time when you had to learn 
about a subject that you did not think you would like. Describe your 
experience. How did you feel at the end?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 

Ms. F Goes Back to 
School

Critical Thinking

 Lesson 1
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  1 . 9
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Lesson 1
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Ms. F Goes Back to School 
LEVEL O

Ms. F Goes Back to 
School

Running Record Form

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

4 The next Monday, when we got to school, there was a big 

yellow banner across the front door. It read: My Body Is a 

Pretzel! Month. 

Ms. F had signed up for a yoga class at the community college. 

And just as she’d promised, she started sharing what she 

learned with the whole school. 

Making our bodies into pretzels was a full-time project. Ms. F 

gave all the teachers early-morning yoga lessons, and then 

they taught us what they’d learned throughout the day. So 

while our math teacher was teaching us about fractions, he 

also taught us yoga poses. 

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/102 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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